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Traders take profit as dollar rises 

NEW YORK (AFP) — Traders book their profit as the dollar rose 
in early trading hen: Friday on the strength of better than expected 
industrial production date. The dollar was alsoo buoyed by 
comments made by Treasury Deputy Secretary Larry Summers 
who said the G7 group of industrialised nations firmly believed the 
dollar should rise. Gold was up 20 cents at S38630 an ounce 
compared to its Thursday dose. Towards 1025 a.m. (1425 GMT), 
tfiedolar was trading at 1 .490 German marks, compared to 1.4863 
oo Thursday and 103.65 yen compared to 102.50. In London 
midday trading, the dollar was quoted at 1.4895 mark and 103.45 
yen. The dollar was also up against the French franc, but slightly 
down against the Swiss franc and the pound sterling, it traded at 
5.1322 French francs, compared to 5.1195 on Thursday. 1,2115 
Swiss francs (1.2140) and 0.6455 pound sterling (0.6460). In an 
interview with CNBC television. Mr. Sommers Friday morning 
had said efforts to strengthen the dollar represented “an important 
process." adding: “It will continue." 
wasted a stronger dollar. 
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Talibans demand Rabbani resign 

ISLAMABAD (AFP) — Taliban forces have demanded the 
resignation of President Burhanuddin Rabbani and have 
threatened to attack the Afghan capital if he does not step down, 
the Pakistani daily, the News, reported Friday. Diplomats, 
members of humanitarian organisations and all foreigners should 
leave Kabul to avoid being caught in possible fighting, the report 
quoted a Taliban spokesman as saying. Mohammad Hakim Munib 
also advised afr Kabul residents to leave the city or take shelter in 
safe locations. The Talibans, a militia of Islamic religious students 
whose forces are positioned south of Kabul, set no deadline for 
Rabbani 's resignation. The minister of defence said an attack on 
the capital was “imminent." Only a few embassies, including those 
of Iran and India, are located in Kabul. In the last few months a 
number of humanitarian organisations have set up operations in 
the capital, during the respite from fighting following the victory of 
presidential forces against the Taliban near Kabul last March. 
Since then, almost no rockets have been launched against Kabul 
and the nearest frontline is 35 kilometres to the southwest of the 
capital, near Mai dan Shahr. . 
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U.N. halts strikes on Serbs 
in return for end to siege 

Relief flights expected to land in Sarajevo 
under accord to remove heavy Serb guns 

U.S.-brokered peace plan makes headway 
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SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
A French plane landed at 
Sarajevo airport Friday, test- 
ing a Serb promise to permit 
U.N. aid flights for the first 
time in five months in ex- 
change for a halt in airs trikes. 

The military plane carrying 
Defence Minister Charles 
Millon was a dry run for U.N. 
aid flights to resume later in 
the day. The U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) said it was “ready 
to go very, very quickly.” 

Under an accord readied 
Thursday, the Serbs also 
agreed to pull back heavy 
guns menacing Sarajevo. It 
won the rebels a three-day 
reprieve from North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) bombing and gave 
new impetus to a U.N. plan 
to end 40 months of war. 

The skies over Sarajevo 
were cloudy Friday morning, 
but NATO planes could be 
heard overhead. City streets 
were quiet but foil of people, 
since Serbs have mostly re- 
frained from targeting 
Sarajevo since fop start of the 
NATO air campaign. 

’ The commitment to let 
planes land in Sarajevo again 
was made by General Drago- 
mir Milosevic, commander of 
Bosnian Serb forces around 
the dty. 


Gen. Milosevic also agreed 
to let the United Nations and 
international organisations 
use a road leading from the 
airport through the Serb-held 
suburb of IJidza to Kiseljak, a 
neighbourhood controlled by 
Bosnian Croats. 

The Croats are allied with 
the Muslim-led Bosnian gov- 
ernment. 

The Serb concessions came 
after more than two weeks of 
NATO airstrikes and artillery 
attacks by the U.N. rapid 
reaction force. The strikes 
began Aug. 30 after a mortar 
attack on a Sarajevo market 
killed 38 people. 

Serbs forced the airport to 
shut in April by making 
threats and attacking U.N. 
planes. The Serbs also have 
not permitted the United Na- 
tions regular road access to 
Sarajevo for months. That 
has forced soldiers, diplomats 
and aid workers to use the 
treacherous road over Mount 
Igman at the risk of Seib 
attack. 

The accord was brokered 
by U.S. Assistant Secretary 
of State Richard Holbrooke, 
who met with President Alija 
Izetbegovic in the western 
city of Mostar on Friday and 
then flew to Geneva for 
meetings with European di- 
plomats. 


Mr. Holbrooke said in 
Geneva that air strikes would 
resume immediately if Bos- 
nian Serbs fail to comply folly 
with their withdrawal pledge. 
He called his talks in Mostar 
“useful,” but we still have a 
long way to go.” 

In Washington, President 
Bill Clinton offered qualified 
praise for the Bosnian Serbs' 
pledge, saying “I think we 
have a chance” at achieving 
peace. Mr. Clinton empha- 
sized, however, that “if the 
Bosnian Serbs do not comply 
with their commitments, the 
airstrikes will resume.” 
Moscow said it hoped the 
pause in airstrikes would be- 
come a “final” halt to the 
campaign and it opposed the 
idea of NATO troops replac- 
ing U.N. forces to guarantee 
any. peace settlement. 

The reaction from Russian 
Foreign Minister Andrei 
Kozyrev came as statements 
from France and Germany 
expressed cautious hope for 
foe U.S.-brokered accord. 

U.S. Deputy Secretary of 
State Strobe Talbott con- 
cluded a 24-hour visit to the 
Russian capital centred on 
Bosnia and U.S.-Russian re- 
lations. 

ITAR-TASS news agency. 

a uoted him saying as he left 
tat there were “reasons to 


be a little more optimistic 
than we have been for a long 
time, even though there is 
still a lot of work to do.' 7 

Mr. Kozyrev told a press 
conference that “the air- 
strikes are stopped and we 
hope they will be stopped 
forever.” He made a point of 
stressing Moscow's opposi- 
tion to the aistrikes had been 
“well known.” 

Mr. Kozyrev said that 
there were now “three 
hypotheses” for pursuing the 
peace process. 

“Either we give all respon- 
sibility (for guaranteeing an 
accord) to NATO, or we give 
it to the U.N., or to an 
international force that de- 
pends on neither the U.N*. or 
NATO,” he said. 

He stressed that the first 
option “involving exclusively 
NATO does not suit me.” 

Diplomatic sources in 
Brussels have said the accord 
raised the possibility of de- 
ploying a 50,000-member 
multinational force under 
NATO in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina to gradually re- 
place foe U.N. force there 
now to guarantee any peace 
plan. 

British Foreign Secretary 
Malcolm Rifkind, in London, 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Rabin says 
he received 
Russian 
explanation 
of Iran deal 

M9SCOW (AP) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin said he got a fuller 
explanation from Russia ab- 
out its controversial deal to 
build a nuclear reactor in 
Iran. 

Mr. Rabin said there was 
no chance Israel could talk 
Russia out of the deal, which 
>s also opposed by foe United 
States. “It looks like Russia is 
committed to the agree- 
ment,” he said. “If foe Un- 
ited States and President 
O'mton couldn't convince the 
Russian government, I don’t 
pretend to.” 

Mr. Rabin spoke with re- 
porters after a round of meet- 
ing with top Russian officials, 
including Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev and Prime 
"Minister Viktor Cbemomy- 
Ycfin. 

“I got an explanation of 
what the issue is and the 
framework,” Mr. Rabin said 
before leaving Russia. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin im- 
mediately reassured Mr. 
Rabin that Russia's deal to 
complete construction on a 
nuclear reactor at Iran’s 
Bushehr plant poses no 
threat to Israeli security. 

The Russian prime minis- 
ter Insisted that the agree- 
ments are of a purely peace- 
ful nature and adhere to the 
nuclear non-Proliferation 
l/eaty, Russian news agen- 

aes reported. 

While both Russia and Iran 
sny the $800 million deal has 
no military value, the United 
states and Israel have ex- 
P^^sed fear that Iran will use 
PJ* technology to build nuc- 
* e ®rweapons. 

The main concern over 
™ growing stronger is its 
nuclear ability, even if it is 
■?J'y in foe civilian sphere,” 
Jr r ' R3bin said earlier in the 
Jy* “We have information 
even before the Russia- 
agreement, Iran aspired 
w actneve nuclear capability 
J^acquire weapons of mass 
“eduction,” 

Mr Kozyrev stood in for 
‘resident Boris Yeltsin, who 

vacationing in the Black 
463 resort of Sochi. 


Arafat, Peres meet today 
to work out self-rule deal 


GAZA (Agencies) — Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat said on Friday he 
would meet Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres ui 
Egypt on Saturday to try to 
dear obstacles to signing an 
accord next week on wider 
Palestinian self-rule. 

“I am going to meet Peres 
either in (the Egyptian Red 
Sea resort of) Taba or 
Cairo," Mr. Arafat told re- 
porters. 

Earlier, PLO chief nego- 
tiator Ahmad Qouriea said 
the talks would be held in the ’ 
Egyptian capital. But PLO 
omaals told Reuters that Mr. 
Peres had objected to foe 
Cairo venue and insisted on 
Taba. No Israeli .officials 
were available for comment. 

Mr. Arafat said he would 
travel to Cairo on Saturday 
for talks with Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak and 
meet Mr. Peres later in the 
day after they agreed on a 
.location. 

“There are still many stick- 
ing points — basic ones like 
Hebron, detainees and pris- 
oners, territorial issues, foe 
civilian sphere and security,” 
Mr. Qouriea told reporters. 

“If tomorrow’s meeting is 
successful, we can overcome 
the sticking points and say 


that there will be a signing on 
foe 21st of this month,” Mr. 
Qouriea said. 

Asked by reporters about 
foe date, Mr. Arafat said: 
“This is what we are looking 
for, although there is very 
little time.” 

Officials on both sides said 
on Thursday a signing date 
for an accord expanding self- 
rule beyond Gaza and the 
West Bank enclave of Jericho 
had been set for next Thurs- 
day at foe White House in 
Washington. 

But many target dates have 
come and gone without an 
accord. 

Clashes In Hebron 

In Hebron, Palestinians 
shouting “Settlers out” 
stoned Israeli soldiers in 
widespread clashes on Fri- 
day. 

The United States stepped 
up pressure on Mr. Arafat to 
accept a compromise on Heb- 
ron that would allow a Sept. 
21 White House signing of an 
overall Israel-PLO accord on 
Palestinian self-rule in the 
West Bank, a PLO official 
said. 

U.S. Consul-General Ed 
Abbington met wth Mt. Ara- 
fat on Thursday evening to 
deliver the message, said the 


official, speaking on condi- 
tion of anonymity. U.S. con- 
sulate officials confirmed the 
meeting took place, but re- 
fused further comment. 

Osama A1 Baz, adviser to 
President Mubarak, also 
pressed Mr. Arafat to show 
flexibility, foe PLO official 
said. 

But Mr. Arafat is facing 
counter pressures from the 
120,000 Palestinian residents 
of Hebron who demand that 
all Israeli soldiers leave, said 
the town's Mustafa Natche. 

Referring to daily clashes 
this week, Mr. Natche said 
the protesters were sending a 
message to Mr. Arafat. “The 
people of the city will not 
accept a partial solution. 
They want a full Israeli with- 
drawal,” Mr. Natche said. 

Palestinian negotiators in- 
sist that foe bulk of foe sol- 
diers leave, but have said 
they are willing to let some 
troops stay behind to guard 
Hebron’s 450 Jewish settlers. 

Mr. Arafat has also said he 
would accept a gradual pull- 
out, as long as it came with a 
fixed timetable. 

Israel has offered to pull 
out of several neighbour- 
hoods, but wants to retain 
overall control over Hebron. 

(Continued on page 7) 



King Hussein awarded prestigious 
Prince of Asturias Concord Prize 


By Cathy King 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hr^ssein has won the 
Prince of Asturias Concord 
Award for his life-long efforts 
towards peace and humanita- 
rian rights, Spanish Ambas- 
sador to Jordan Juan Manuel 
Cabrera said Monday. 

The Prince of Asturias 
Foundation awarded the 
Concord prize to King Hus- 
sein on account of foe di- 
plomatic role he played after 
Iraq's invasion of Kuwait in 
1990 and his recent decision 
to grant asylum to General 
Hussein Kamel, a high- 
ranking Iraqi official, and 
members of Saddam Hus- 
sein's family. 

The prize jjas . been 
awarded annually for the past 
10 years. King Hussein was 
awarded the prize this year 
under a unanimous decision 
by a 22-man jury from among 
31 candidates. 

The award is the equiva- 
lent of the Nobel Peace Prize 
in Spanish and Latin Amer- 
ican countries, but incorpo- 
rates humanitarian efforts as 
well as those made on behalf 
of peace. Ambassador Cab- 
rera said. 

The Concord prize is given 



to a person or organisation 
contributing in a significant 
way to peace and harmony 
among peoples. 

The Prince of Asturias 
foundation is named after the 


heir to the Spanish throne. 

The prize is normally 
awarded to Spanish or Latin 
American citizens, and some- 
times to non-governmental 
organisations. Mr. Cabrera 


told the Jordan Times. 

Among previous winners 
have been Stephen Hawking 
in 1989, the American 
Foundation for AIDS Re- 
search in 1992 and Save the 
Children last year. 

Mr. Cabrera said that the 
jury includes Spaniards, 
mostly former prime minis- 
ters, parliamentarians, pro- 
fessors and intellectuals. 

Prince of Asturias is the 
official title of Spain's Crown 
Prince and there are many 
disciplines for which the prize 
is awarded. The Concord 
Award recognises personal 
endeavours for peace and 
humanitarian rights. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin, who won last 
year's Prince of Asturias In- 
ternational Cooperation 
prize, nominated the King for 
the Concord Award. 

The award ceremony will 
be held in Ovieda, foe re- 

f ionai capital of the northern 
panish province of Asturias, 
at the end of October. The 
ambassador said Spain hoped 
that King Hussein would be 
able to attend the ceremony. 

The prize is worth five mil- 
lion fiestas ($40,000) and win- 
ners also receive a sculpture 
by Spanish artist Joan Miro. 


An Israeli solider aims his weapon while others take np positions in 
Hebron during a clash with protesting Palestinians (AFP photo) 


Libya said to stop expulsions 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Li- 
byan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi has reportedly stop- 
ped deporting Palestinians 
whom he had ordered out 
Sept. 1 to show his anger over 
the Israel-Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) 
peace accord. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa said Friday that 
Egypt bad urged Libya to 
stop the expulsions, which 
have left about 100 Palesti- 
nians stranded at the Libyan- 
Egyptian border and others 
waiting in vain to enter the 
PLO- run Gaza Strip. 

After contacts with Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak and 
Arab League officials. Col- 
onel Qadhafi apparently de- 
rided to suspend the deporta- 
tions, Egypt’s Middle East 
News Agency (MENA) said 
Friday. 

Four buses carrying 
Palestinians stopped at 
Musaid, a Libyan town near 
the border, after being told 
by Libyan officials not to 
cross into Egypt, the news 
agency said. 


There was no immediate 
confirmation from Egyptian 
officials. 

Still unresolved is the fate 
of the Palestinians stranded 
in a no-man's land between 
the Libyan-Egyptian border. 
Egypt has refused to let them 
enter because they donot 
have proper papers, and 
Ubya has given no indication 
they will let them return. 

The U.N. High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) sent two people to 
the bordeT to inspect the de- 
portees’ conditions, but has 
issued no report. 

MENA said only one 
Palestinian family crossed the 
border Friday, and they left 
voluntarily with permission 
to enter Gaza. 

In recent weeks, thousands 
of Palestinian, Egyptian and 
Sudanese workers have been 
expelled from Libya. More 
than a million foreigners are 
believed working in foe weal- 
thy country, and foe unpre- 
dictable Qadhafi has fre- 
quently used their presence 
as a way to pressure their 


home countries. 

The Egyptians and 
Sudanese have been de- 
ported for lacking proper re- 
sidence papers. On Sept. 1, 
Col. Qadhafi said he would 
also throw out Palestinians to 
show the failures of the 
Israel-PLO accord, which 
makes no provisions for the 
return of Palestinians made 
refugees by the creation of 
Israel in 1948. 

Libya later defended the 
decision, saying foe Palesti- 
nians were not thrown out 
but instead had chosen to fry 
to return to Palestine as a 
patriotic duty. 

An unnamed Libyan offi- 
cial quoted Friday by Libya's 
news agency said Arab lead- 
ers should support the 
Palestinians' decision to re- 
turn and allow them free 
passage across their territory. 

However, the decision to 
expel Palestinians from Libya 
has largely drawn nothing but 
criticism in Arab countries. 

Libya's Arab Unity Minis- 
ter Jomaa A1 Fazani hinted 
Friday that Tripoli had frozen 


its action, saying those who 
were leaving were doing so of 
their “own accord.” 

“Some media have sensa- 
tionalised the voluntary de- 
parture of Palestinians... 
thinking that by raising a 
media storm they would pre- 
vent them returning home.” 
he said. 

“It's the decision of the 
Palestinians to return to 
Palestine and conforms to 
their rights," he‘told JANA. 

Meanwhile, Libyan 
Ambassador to Beirut Ashur 
Fortas said the expulsions 
were aimed at "restoring 
some order to the foreign 
workforce in a country which 
is going through an economic 
crisis.” 

Libya has been under U:N. 
sanctions since 1992 in con- 
nection with the Lockerbie 
plane bombing four years 
earlier. 

“This large foreign work- 
force represents a burden be- 
cause they buy state- 
subsidised products at low 

(Continued on page 7) 


Murayama 
holds talks 
in Cairo 

CAIRO (AP) — Japanese 
Prime Minister Tomiichi 
Murayama met Egyptian 
officials Friday as part of a 
Middle East tour to bols- 
ter Japan’s political and 
economic role in the re- 
gion. 

Mr. Murayama arrived 
in Cairo Thursday after 
spending two days in 
Saudi Arabia, where he 
met King Fabd. He leaves 
for Israel on Saturday and 
will also visit foe Gaza 
Strip. Jordan and Syria. 

Japan has long had eco- 
nomic ties in foe region, 
particu lary since it relies 
on Arab countries for 
much of its oil. Mr. 
Murayama's talks with 
Egyptian Foreign Minis- 
ter Amr Musa on Satur- 
day focused on ways in 
which Japan could play a 
bigger political role. 

In line with that, Mr. 
Murayama has suggested 
sending Japanese soldiers 
as peacekeepers to the 
Golan Heights. 

Egypt has also sought 
Japanese funding for a 
bridge over the Seuz Can- 
al, which links the 
Mediterranean and Red 
seas. 

Mr. Murayama due in 
Amman on Monday, page 
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Beijing conference adopts 
hotly-contested declaration 


BEUING (R) — The world 
women's conference passed a 
hotly disputed blueprint on 
Friday charting a path for 
sexual equality into the 21st 
century that enshrined 
women's rights as human 
rights but avoided commit- 
ments to pay for action. 

The United Nations Fourth 
World Women's Conference 
passed its platform for action 
and Beijing Declaration after 
a cliffhanging finale t!.?; saw 
delegates from 189 nations 
wrangling over foe fine print 
until dawn on Friday. 

“We now need a tidal 
change, "Norwegian Prime 
Minister Gro Harlem 
Brundtland told the closing 
ceremony. "Women will no 
longer accept the role of 
second-rate citizens.” 

An overnight compromise 
enabled proponents and 
opponents of new sexual 
rights to claim victory on the 
documents on the last day of 
the world's biggest gathering 
of women. 

"We ate determined to 
promote and protect all hu- 
man rights of women and 
girls.” the Beijing declaration 
said. 

The platform allows grea- 
ter access to contraception 
and won a ringing endorse- 
ment from President Alberto 
Fujmori of Catholic Peru, 
who issued a broadside 
against foe Vatican for its 
opposition to his free birth- 
control polia'es. 


“This is not a call to create 
blocs of nations or states to 
rise against foe Vatican, in 
this time and age an open 
debate cannot be interpreted 
as a declaration of war,” he 
told the closing ceremony. 

The platform gives chil- 
dren rights over their sexual 
lives, says women should be 
punished for abortions in 
countries where it is illegal, 
offers protection for women 
against rape and war crimes, 
calls for a greater role in 
politics and recognises un- 
paid labour. 

The Vatican responded 
with a stinging attack on the 
refusal of developed coun- 
tries to open their purses to 
pay for implementation of 
the platform. 

“Surely we must do more 
for the girl child in poor 
nations than give lip service 
to providing access to educa- 
tion, health and social ser- 
vices while carefully avoiding 
any concrete commitment of 
new and additional resources- 
to that end,'* Mary Ann 
Glendon, first woman leader 
of a delegation from the Holy 
See, told the closing plenary 
session. 

The declaration urges gov- 
ernments to implement the 
platform for action but does 
not bind them to do anything. 

It calls for empowerment 
of women, equal rights and 
the end of all violence against 
women, but does not say how 
this will be achieved. ' 


The nuncio of Pope John 
Paul II vented fury over 
ambiguity of the language, 
warning against wording on 
sexual rights that could be 
interpreted to endorse abor- 
tion and homosexuality. 

However, conservatives 
succeeded in deleting every 
reference to sex in the dec- 
laration, seen as a rallying 
call to women on sexual 
equality and rights for a de- 
cade. 

A breakthrough on sexual 
rights was the last in a series 
of compromises reached in 12 
days of heated negotiation 
ana stiff opposition from foe 
Holy See and Muslim con- 
servatives. 

Final compromise on sex- 
ual rights was won in the 
closing hours of the confer- 
ence when conservative Isla- 
mic states had to drop a 
phrase on cultural differences 
that opponents said could 
weaken the universal nature 
•of human rights in the docu- 
ment. 

In return, a European Un- 
ion bloc gave tip a demand 
to enshrine sexual freedoms 
in the declaration. 

They managed to retain 
more explicit language in foe 
main platform that says hu- 
man rights of women include 
control on deride matters re- 
lated to sexuality, words that 
may open the door to 
homosexuality and freedom 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Egypt begins trial 
of 49 Brotherhood 
members today 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Ignor- 
ing complaints of sham jus- 
tice. the government will try 
49 Muslim Brotherhood lead- 
ers before a military court 
Saturday in the first such trial 
in nearly 30 years. 

The case represents the 
government's most decisive 
step against the Brother- 
hood. Egypt's largest Islamic 
Group. The men have been 
arrested since February in a 
crackdown on the group, 
which is officially banned bur 
has been allowed to operate 
openly. 

The Brotherhood has dis- 
avowed violence in trying to 
bring about Islamic rule. But 
in recent months, the govern- 
ment has detained dozens of 
its members, accusing them 
of financing extremists who 
have carried out attacks since 
1992. 

The trial will begin Satur- 
day at a military base in 
-Haekslep. about 40 
. kilometres east of Cairo, the 
men are accused of support- 
ing an illegal organisation 
. and trying to run in an elec- 
. tion as a religious party, 
which is forbidden by Egyp- 
tian law. 

The group includes doc- 
tor*. professors and former 
government officials, many 
supposedly Brotherhood 
leaders. Twenty-six are in de- 
■ tention. and the rest were 
recently released. 

Human rights advocates 
have said a" fair trial for 
Brotherhood members is im- 
possible before military 
courts, which do not allow 
appeals and have typically 
handed down stiff sentences. 

Members of the Brother- 
hood. which was founded in 
1928. last faced trial in Egypt 
in 1966. when President 
Gamal Abdul Nasser accused 
its members of planning a 


coup. Three Brotherhood 
members were sentenced to 
death and executed, and 200 
were imprisoned. 

Beginning in the 1970s. 
President Anwar Sadat en- 
couraged the group as a 
counterweight to his leftist 
opponents. Since then the 
Brotherhood has gained con- 
trol of most of Egypt's pro- 
fessional unions, and its 
members have been elected 
to parliament under the ban- 
ner of other parties. 

Brotherhood officials say 
the crackdown is meant to 
prevent supporters from run- 
ning in November's par- 
liamentary elections, consi- 
dered to be a test off support 
for the President Hosni 
Mubarak's government. 

In the past, only cases of 
militants were referred to the 
military courts. Forty-eight 
had been sentenced to death. 
But after protests by Western 
and Egyptian human rights 
groups, the government 
again began trying them in 
civilian courts. 

The head of the three- 
judge tribunal hearing the 
Brotherhood case. Major 
General Abdullah, was re- 
portedly targeted last year by 
militants out to avenge death 
sentences issued by military 
courts against their col- 
leagues. 

Earlier this year President 
Hosni Mubarak accused the 
Brotherhood of providing 
support for militant armed 
groups who have been lead- 
ing a three-year-old cam- 
paign of violence to over- 
throw his government. He 
referred to them as 'Terror- 
ists.'* 

The brotherhood denied 
any link to the more military 
A1 Gamaa Al I slam iy ah and 
said it believed in democracy 
and pluralism. 



EXPELLED: A Palestinian family, expelled from Libya, who got permission from Israel to 
enter Gaza, begin their journey from Sallonm on the Egyptian border to the Rafah crossing 
between Egypt and the Gaza Strip (see page one) (AFP photo) 


NE WS IN BRIEF 

Settlements begin testing security system 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AP) — Two Jewish settle- 
ments are testing an alarm system designed to protect 
settlers driving in the West Bank after an Israeli troop 
pullback Israel Radio said Friday. Settlers will have special 
alarm buttons in their cars. The buttons, when pushed, 
alert security headquarters that the driver is in trouble. The 
car's exact location will then appear on computerised map 
and a two-way communication channel will be opened with 
the driver. Israel Radio said. The system has been 
proposed to improve protection for the West Bank's 
140 000 settlers once Israeli soldiers leave Palestinian 
towns there under an emerging Israel-PLO autonomy 
accord. The system is being tested by the residents Of 
Maaleh Adumirn and Ariel, the two largest West Bank 
settlements, the radio said. 

Five killed in floods in Tunisia 

TUNIS (R) — Five people were killed in floods caused by 
heavy rains in western Tunisia, a Tunisian newspaper 
reported on Friday. Independent daily Al Sabah said also 
several houses were damaged on Wednesday near Bou 
Salem, west of Tunis. Tunisia has suffered drought in 
recent years, forcing it to import grain and damaging olive 
oil exports. 

Mandela invites Rabin to S. Africa 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — South African Foreign Minister 
Alfred N20 on Friday delivered an invitation to Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin to visit his country, officials 
said. Mr. Rabin, whose invitation came from President. 
Nelson Mandela, warned during the meeting of the "risks 
to the region from the Iranian threat," in reference in 
growing economic links between Pretoria and Tehran. Mr. 
Nzo. reaffirming South Africa's commitment to the peace 
process between Israel and the Palestinians, travelled on to 
Gaza for talks with Yasser Arafat. 


Greenpeace accuses Beirut of toxic COYer-UP Pakistan president on pilgrimage to Mecca 
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SHNANHIR (AFP) — 
Greenpeace accused the 
Lebanese authorities on Fri- . 
day concealing a site polluted 
with toxic waste by allowing 
it to be used as a quarry. 

The waste, brought into 
Lebanon in 1987 and 1988 
during the civil war. has been 
buried in the soil, said Fuad 
Hamdan. a spokesman based 
in Hamburg. Germany. 

The quarry is being used 
"to eradicate the last known 
proof of this ecological 
crime." he charged. 


Mr. Hamdan told a press 
conference at the Shnanhir 
site. 20 kilometres north of 
Beirut, that the quarry was 
being used to make cement 
which would spread the toxic 
waste and increase the risks 
of. contamination. 

"Sand and rocks from the 
quarry area are now being 
mixed with layers of toxic 
waste and with ashes from 
waste that had been burnt." 
he said. 

Results of samples taken 
by Greenpeace in May and 


analysed at Exeter University 
in England showed a cocktail 
of toxic substances such as 
heavy metals, he said. 

Mr. Hamdan rejected En- 
vironment Minister Pierre 
Pharaon's announcement on 
Sept. 1 that the toxic waste 
file -was now closed after a 
report from the Pasteur Insti- . 
tute in France giving an all- 
clear. 

“The case cannot be closed 
as long as toxic waste is still 
contaminating Lebanese soil 
and threatening ground wa- 


ter." he said. 

The local authorities had 
directed the institute's study 
and no samples were taken 
from areas where toxic waste 
has been hidden such as 
Shnanhir, the spokesman 
said. 

Italy and Lebanon say the 
16.000 ban-els of Italian in- 
dustrial waste shipped into 
the country during the war 
have been retrieved. But 
Greenpeace insists that two- 
thirds of it were dumped in 
Lebanese soil and waters. 


PLO official meets U.S. Senate leader 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — A 
key Palestinian official has 
met Senate leader Bob dole 
for the first time amid Palesti- 
nian concerns over congres- 
sional moves to transfer the 
U.S. embassy to; Jerusalem. 

Mr. Dole met Tuesday 
with Salim Zanoun. chairman 
of the Palestinian National 
Council (PNC) or 
parliamem-in-exile. said Has- 
san Abdul Rahman, the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) represema- 
tive_in Washington. 

Mr. Abdul Rahman gave 


few details of the meeting, 
the first face-to-face encoun- 
ter between Mr. Zanoun and 
the Republican presidential 
candidate. 

But he said they discussed 
‘‘issues of gregt . importance 
that are determined within 
the Congress of the United 
States.” 

He told the AFP this in- 
cluded economic aid to the 
Palestinians and other issues 
affecting Middle East peace. 
Mr. Dole's office confirmed 
the meeting occurred, but 
would not discuss the subst- 


ance of the talks. 

Mr. Dole introduced con- 
troversial legislation in May 
mandating a transfer of the 
U.S. embassy to Jerusalem 
from Tel Avrv by 1999. Such" 
a move which would -make 
the United States the first 
major country to recognise 
Jerusalem as Israel's capital.. 

Mr. Abdul Rahman reiter- 
ated the FLO's long-standing 
opposition to this, saying any 
move by the United States to 
move its embassy to Jeru- 
salem was “a violation of- 
long-held U.S. policy... it 


does not serve the peace pro- 
cess.” 

Mr. Abdul Rahman said 
support for the embassy 
move camefrom “right-wing 
Jews - living in this- ■country 1 
who are trying to undermine 
the peace process... through 
legislation in Congress.” 

Draft U.S. legislation on 
the Mddle East peace con- 
tains “very serious pitfalls'’ 
because it involves 
Washington in issues that are 
exclusively between the 
Palestinians and Israel, he 
added. 


Bonn says it had no option 
but to deport 7 Sudanese 


BONN (R) — Germany said 
on Friday it had no choice but 
to expel seven Sudanese asy- 
lum seekers to their home- 
land -and- dismissed sugges- 
tions that a third country 4iad 
offered to receive them." 

“At that point in time on 
Wednesday when the seven 
Sudanese were sent back 
there was no pledge on the 
part of any state to take them 
in. neither written nor 
spoken.” a government 
spokesman told reporters. 

A church leader renewed 


allegations that German au- 
thorities had turned down an 
offer from an unnamed coun- 
try,.to take, the .Sudanese in. 
preferring to send them -back 
.to Sudan, where he said the 
seven students were likely to 
face persecution. 

Peter Steinacker. president 
of the Evangelical Church in 
Hessen-Nassau District, told 
German ZDF television he 
regretted that the German 
government had the chance 
to find a humanitarian solu- 
tion but did not cake it. 


J Egypt, Sudan calm about Libya expelling workers 


CAIRO (R) — Libya’s 
mass expulsion of foreign 
workers has drawn a low- 
key public response from 
neighbours Egypt and 
Sudan, which have too 
much at stake in Libya to 
make a fuss, diplomats and 
analysts said. 

Only Palestinian leaders, 
many of whose followers in 
Libya have nowhere else to 
go, have reacted vigorously 
to Libya's latest campaign 
to cut down its immigrant 
workforce. 

Some 7,000 Egyptian 
workers have straggled 
home across the border so 
far this month and the 
Sudanese government is 
preparing to receive 
thousands of its own 
citizens. 

Diplomats in Tripoli told 
Reuters the campaign 
appeared to be the direct 
result of a speech by Libyan 
leader Muammar Qadhafi 
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on Sept. 2 in which he 
reaffirmed his long-term 
commitment to Libyanising 
the economy. 

But the 30,000 Palesti- 
nians in Libya were a spe- 
cial case. Colonel Qadhafi 
singled them out as a poli- 
j tical weapon to show the 
world that the self-rule 
agreements between Israel 
and the Palestine Libera-’ 
tion Organisation (PLO) 
failed to meet Palestinian 
aspirations. 

Since the speech the Li- 
byan authorities have in- 
creased the number of 
police checkpoints in the 
Tripoli area and have 
rounded up foreigners 
caught without papers in 
assembly camps ready for 
summary deportation, the 
diplomats said. 

“It’s been going on a long 
rime but now it has become 
much more serious. The 
usual pattern is that Qadha- 
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fi says something and some 
group adopts it. whether 
Qadhafi really meant it or 
not,” one. diplomat said. 

The Egyptian media, 
usually quick to jump on 
any affront to national 
pride, have paid the de- 
portations little attention. 

The head of Egypt’s di- 
plomatic mission in Tripoli 
was quoted in government 
papers on Monday assaying 
relations were the best 
possible. He said Col.' 
Qadhafi took good care of 
the Egyptian workforce and 
Egyptians worked there in 
comfort and security. 

The Egyptian govern- 
ment has to think of hun- 
dreds of thousands of Egyp- 
tians who remain in Libya, 
sending borne foreign cur- 
rency and easing the com- 
petition for jobs at home. 

Egypt and Libya also 
share an interest in fighting 
Islamic militancy, that main 


opposition in both coun- 
tries, and Egypt enjoys its 
role as an important chan- 
nel for contacts between 
isolated Libya and the rest 
of the world, the diplomats 
said. 

One senior policeman on 
the Egyptian side of the 
Libyan border showed little 
sympathy for the returning 
Egyptians. He said they 
were unskilled workers who 
went to Libya illegally to 
make a fast buck but ended 
up sleeping in the streets. 

Critics of the Libyan and 
Egyptian rulers say promin- 
ent Egyptians have prospered 
through their Libyan connec- 
tions. 

The pretender to the Li- 
byan throne said this month 
Libya had paid millions of 
dollars to Egyptian officials 
in a failed attempt to im- 
prove relations with the 
West. Egypt denies it. 

Egyptians returning from 


Libya have said the Libyans 
suspected that Egyptian 
fundamentalists had played 
a role in recent unrest by 
militants in the eastern city 
of Benghazi. 

But the diplomats in Tri- 
poli said they had no evi- 
dence for this. “Most of us 
think the unrest is internal, 
though it is of a fairly se- 
rious nature,” said one. 

The Sudanese govern- 
ment has even more reason 
to take the deportations 
lying down. 

Alone of Sudan's impor- 
tant neighbours, Libya still 
counts as a friend, despite 
the ideological gap between 
the Islamtsm in Khartoum 
and Col. Qahdafi’s pan- 
Arab socialism. 

“Sudan needs oil, Sudan 
needs money, Sudan needs 
friends. Sudan’s the beggar 
in this relationship.” the 
diplomat said. 


Sudanese President 
Omar Hassan Al Bashir 
was the only foreign head of 
state at celebrations of the 
26th anniversary of Col. 
Qadhafi’s military coup this 
month and the Libyans paid 
him the rare honour of 
asking him to speak on the 
occasion. 

Far from protesting at the 
expulsions, Sudan is send- 
ing a high-level delegation 
to arrange for an orderly 
repatriation of those 
Sudanese whom Libya no 
longer wants. 

By being so valuable to 
both its more populous 
neighbours, Libya has man- 
aged to avoid making a 
choice between them. 

Relations between Cairo 
and Khartoum have been 
bad for years, especially ac- 
cused Sudan of helping in 
an attempts to kill Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak 
m June. 
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JEDDAH (AP) — Pakistani President Farooq Leghari 
arrived Friday for off-season pilgrimage to Islam's holiest 
city, the official Saudi Press Agency reported. It said Mr. 
Leghari, who was accompanied by several officials, was 
received at King Abdul Aziz airport by the adviser to the 
Saudi court. Ali Ben Hassan Al Shaer. Mr. Leghari and his 
companions were expected to proceed to Mecca. 60 
kilometres east of Jeddah, for Umrah. 

Young bride dies on wedding day in Cyprus 

NICOSIA (AP) — A young British couple had just 
exchanged marriage vows Thursday when the bride drop- 
ped dead in the lobby of a hotel that was to host their 
wedding party. The victim. Joanne Cook, 24, appears to 
have died of cerebral hemorrhage, said a statement by the 
police in Paphos, a western resort where the couple were 
wed. Ms. Cook and her groom. Kieran Lay bourn, 26. both 
from Enfield, Middlesex, came to Cyprus on Sept. 6. 
Relatives said Ms. Cook had been complaining of 
headaches, .but was apparently too preoccupied with 
wedding preparations to seek medical advice. 

Turkish troops kill 50 rebels, lose 4 

DIYARBAKIR (R) — Turkish troops killed some 50 rebel 
Kurds and lost four of their own soldiers in the southeast in 
one of the biggest reported clashes in Turkey this year, 
security officials said on -Friday. The fighting, which began 
early oh' Thursday, Was still going on in the mountainous 
area between the townships of Sason and’ Kulp. near the 
borders of Diyarbakir province, the governor's office said. 
No further details were immediately available. 

Army widow quits leading post in Turkey's left 

ANKARA (R) — The widow of an army colonel, picked to 
join Turkey's Social-Democrat Party executive for her 
criticism of Ankara's policy on a Kurdish rebellion. ■ 
resigned on Friday after less than a week,* Anatolian news 
agency said. The election of Tomris Ozden With the most 
votes at last weekend’s congress of the Republican People's 
Party (CHP) junior coalition partner had been seen as a 
sign the party wanted to challenge the military-only 
approach to the 11-year separatist war with the Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK). “I am very upset. Damn it all." CHP 
executive member Mehmet Sevingen told Anatolian. 
“People in Turkey are wasted quickly. She was the wife of • 
a martyr, after all.” 

Baghdad has 2,000 street children — UNICEF 

GENEVA (AFP) — Some 2.000 Iraqi boys and girls are 
.begging in the streets, the U.N. Children's Fund (UN- 
ICEF) has said. “The next stage is delinquency,” UNICEF 
delegate Das-Gupta Subhash warned at a press conference. 
At least “nobody is sleeping on the pavement — vet,” he 
added. The mortality rate for children under age five has 
been growing since the economic embargo was imposed on 
Iraq after its invasion of Kuwait five yers ago. Subbash 
noted. Even though food and medicine are exempt from 
the embargo, Iraq has been little be able to afford imports 
since it has been prevented from exporting its oil. 

Perry backs U.S. role on Golan 

WASHINGTON (R) — The United States should be 
willtng to contribute troops to a peacekeeping force on the 
Golan Heights if needed for an Israeli-Syrian peace 
agreement Defence Sectary William Perey said on 
Thursday. I believe that if Israel and Syria were to reach a 
peace agreement and if that peace agreement were to call 

SZTSZVP ° n ** Golan Hci Shts, the United 
States should be willing to contribute some of those 

£SS 1 |^?h , L 8 f? rCeS ' ™ -° ld re P° rters at a lunch spon- 
sored by the Overseas Writers Association. 
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‘Equity swap most feasible solution 
to Jordan’s British debt burden’ 

British parliamentarians head home with message 
on Jordan’s ‘pivotal’ peace process role 


MARKET 


pH 


ICE* 


By Cathy King 

Jordan limes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — British parlia- 
mentarians, who ended, a 
five-day visit to the King- 
dom Friday, said they would 
ie turn home bearing a mes- 
sage pertaining to Jordan's 
“pivotal” role in the peace 
process. 

The eight-man delegation, 
that included members of 
Britain’s Conservative, 
Labour and Liberal Democ- 
rat parties and one member 
of the House of Lords, 
emphasised the importance 
of making themselves more 
f amili ar with the complex 
questions related to the 
peace process. 

“It is only by talking to 
people representing a range 
of opinion that we can begin 
to understand, and it is about 
time that (British) parlia- 
mentarians took the time to 
understand,” said Conserva- 
tive Party member the Rl 
H onourable Sir Peter Lloyd. 

“In a society of educated 
people there will be various 
levels of expectations ” Sir 
Peter said, adding that the 
group had encountered few 
in Jordan who thought the 
“road” would be a quick and 
easy one. 

The group, which was 
hosted by the London-based, 
Council for the Advance- 
ment of Arab-British Under- 
standing CAABU, an acade- 
mic institution, came specif- 
ically to enhance bilateral 
relations and not because of 
the Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA) economic 
summit to be convened here 
next month. Sir Peter 
emphasised. 

But he added that the 
visit’s timing was “appropri- 
ate" and ,.tbat, tip group, 
would also tike back, mes- 
sages pointing to the sum-" 


mit's significance, in addi- 
tion to die hopes that Jorda- 
nians have Dinned on it 

Sir Peter said that with the 
peace process there would' 
be increased trade and 
investment opportunities in 
which Britain should par- 
take. 

On the economic front, he 
said Jordan’s debt to Eng- 
land would be a priority sub- 
ject to be discussed in Lon- 
don. 

Jordan’s debt to the United 
Kingdom currently stands at 
ID 369 million in the form 
of export credit guarantees. 

Neil Genard of the Labour 
Party said the likelihood of 
debt write-off was slim, 
since Britain already wrote- 
off about JD 50 million fol- 
lowing the signing of the 
Washington Declaration in 
July 1994. 

Mr G errand speculated 
that an equity swap was 
Britain’s most feasible 
option. 

The delegation said it 
hoped the British govern- 
ment would decide on a 
course of action before the 
MENA s ummi t. 

According to Sir Peter, the 
group learned from Central 
Bank of Jordan Governor 
Mohammad Nabulsi of the 
“huge increase in internal 
investment” during the last 
couple of years, which the 
bank chief said was not sole- 
ly attributable to savings 
brought home by returnees 
from the Gulf region. 

The 1990-91 Gulf crisis 
prompted the return of about 
300,000 Jordanian citizens 
who were compelled to 
leave Arab Gulf states. 

“There has not been inter- 
nally generated investment 
of that level before ” stated 
-Sir lister,: who ascribed it to 
the emergence of privately 
owned businesses and the 


stability of the dinar. 

In relation to the develop- 
ment of tourism and its eco- 
nomic benefits, Sir Peter 
underlined the need for bal- 
anced growth and said it 
would be a “pity if tourism 
is the first of major indus- 
tries.” 

With regard to sanctions 
imposed on Iraq, Sir Peter 
said he did not expect 
across-the-board consensus 
in Jordan on the need to lift 
sanctions still imposed on 
Iraq. 

“I was not surprised about 
people’s altitude over the 
sanctions, but I was sur- 
prised about the unanimity,” 
said Mr. Genard, who 
asserted: “Not all of us think 
that sanctions should remain 
in place.” 

Given that press freedom 
is often used as a measure of 
democracy. Lord Redesdale 
of Britain’s upper house, the 
House of Lords, was encour- 
aged by what be saw as a 
widening of the boundaries 
of press freedoms in Jordan 
compared to other countries 
in the region. . 

Lord Redesdale has partic- 
ipated in official visits to 
Syria, Lebanon and Israel. 

During the visit the dele- 
gation met Islamist parlia- 
mentarians, representatives 
of the far left. Senate Speak- 
er Ahmad Lawzi and other 
senators, Speaker of the 
Lower House Sa’ad Hayel 
Srour and other deputies, 
Minister of Finance Basel 
Jardaneh, President of Uni- 
versity of Jordan Fawzi 
Gharaibeh, and Director of 
the Centre for Strategic 
Studies Mustafa Hamarueh. 

The delegation also visited 
Baqa’a refugee ■• camp , and 
took time 1 off to .setf Jerash' 
arid this Amman Citadel 


NEWS IN 
BRIEF 

Youth march for 
‘Sports for AH’ 

AMMAN (Petra) — Min- 
istry of Education Secre- 
tary General Izzat Jaradat 
Friday participated with 
hundreds of youth in the 
"Sports for All" march 
which he kicked off from 
the main Gate of Hussein 
Youth City. 

At the end of the march, 
organised by the Sports 
For All Federation (SFAF), 
Dr. Jaradat delivered tro- 
phies to the institutions 
participating in the march, 
and distributed medals to 
the individuals who took 
part in the march. 

The SFAF, which is an 
affiliate of the Cairo-based 
Arab Federation for Sports 
for All, aims to encourage 
sports and promote aware- 
ness about its importance. 

Dl Jaradat was deputis- 
ing for Youth Minister 
Awad Khleifat. 


Land transport firm earns 
JD 2m net profit in ‘94 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Jordan-Syria Land Trans- 
port Company (JSLTC) Fri- 
day said it earned a net prof- 
it of JD 2 million in 1994 
and has accordingly decided 
to allocate JD 1 million to 
modernise its fleet of trucks 
to meet the company's 
expanding needs. 

Company General Manag- 
er Hamdi Habashneh was 
quoted in a statement 
released Friday as saying 
that the company, set up in 
1975, last year earned JD 10 
million in gross revenues. 

The company enjoyed 10 
years of exemptions from 
taxation when it was first 
established. Mr. Habashneh 
said. 

In 1986, however, the com- 
pany started paying all 
required customs duty and 
income tax, he added. 

The JSLTC, which has 
offices in Damascus, 
Amman and Aqaba, trans- 
ports mainly phosphate, 
potash and cement to the 
port of Aqaba. 


Tbe statement said the 
ministers of transport in tbe 
two countries have now 
endorsed the resolutions of 
the company's general 
assembly which reviewed 
the company's activities in 
1994 and approved plans for 
1995. 

They also approved the 
distribution of profits to the 
Jordanian and Syrian gov- 
ernment, the joint owners of 
the company. 

Tbe statement said the 
company’s general assembly 
has decided to increase the 
company's assets by pur- 
chasing 50 new trucks to 
expand its 362-truck fleet. 

The statement quoted 
Minister of Transport Samir 
Kawar as saying that the 
JSLTC is one of the most 
successful Jordanian-Syrian 
projects. 

Tbe JSLTC employs 737 
Jordanian and Syrian work- 
ers. 
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LECTURE 

Eart Is it in emtirorunental danger," 
(in Arabic) by Dn Saif Tel at Abdul Hameed 
Shoman Foundation, Jabal Amman, at 630 
pan. 

DARAT AL FUNUN 
SUMMER '95 ACTIVITIES 

EXHIBITIONS 


4 Graphic work by several artists and stu- 
dents in the South Gallery. 

* Photography of Jordan, 'Elements in Har- 
by Hala Hilmi Hodeib at the Blue 
House. 

• i fL 1>a i nled stone and steel, 'Embargo Art' by 
fraqi artist Nuha A1 Radi at the Garden of 
I the Blue House. 

Ij-ariy Morning Scribbles' by Lebanese 
Amin A1 Bacha and Jordanian artist 
f a i' va Bint Ali and ‘Late Night Scribbles' 
y Amin A1 Bacha and Joranian artist Ali 




Bermamet 

' Open Air Sculpture workshop. 

* Ceramic shop at the Lower Garden. 

* Works by contemporary Arab artists at the 
Central Gallery. 

* 3-D experiments in calligraphy by Usama 
Khalidi at Library. 

EXHIBITIONS 


* Arabic calligraphy at the Phoenix Gallery 
for Culture and Art 

* Paintings by Palestinian artist Samira 
Badran at Abdul Hameed Shoman Founda- 
tion, Jabal Amman. 

* Exhibition demonstrating the develop- 
ment of cinema over the past century at the 
French Cultural Centre. 
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Stage set for enactment 
of 3 major laws 


UNRWA chief refuses to meet 
with executive panel, refugees 


By a Jordan Times 
StafT Reporter 

AMMAN — With the 
endorsement by the Upper 
House of Parliament (Sen- 
ate) of draft amendments to 
three key economic laws — 
on income tax, sales tax and 
telecommunications — with 
minor changes, the stage is 
now set for the enactment of 
the legislation. 

The draft legislation and 
amendments now go before 
His Majesty King Hussein 
for his approval in the form 
of Royal Decrees. 

The laws — with the 
amendments — take effect 
as soon as they are pub- 
lished in the official gazette. 

Meeting on Thursday, the 
Senate approved the draft 
amendments with minor 
changes that are not likely to 
be challenged by the Lower 
House, according to 
observers. 

If the Lower House, which 
approved the drafts early 
last week with its own 
amendments, rejects any of 
the Senate-introduced 
changes, then the issue 
would be prolonged, “but 
the amendments are not of 
any major significance,” 
said an observer. 

The change introduced by 
the Senate was in an article 
in the law on income tax 
which had empowered the 
Council of Ministers to tax 
profits deriving from any 
investment activity by any 
organisation notwithstand- 
ing the provisions of the law. 

The amended version now 
reads: 

“Notwithstanding the pro- 
visions of the law, the Coun- 
cil of Ministers can, upon a 
recommendation by the 
finance minister, subject tbe 
profits deriving from any 
investment activity by any 
organisation to the income 
tax law ” 

Tbe Senate approved with- 
out . any change an amendr 
meat. to* the General Sales 
Tax Law introduced by the 
Lower House upon the’ gov- 
ernment’s request 

Under the amendment the 
sales tax was raised from 
seven per cent to 10 per 
cent 

The Lower House’s 
approval of the increase in 
sales tax was part of a deal 
under which the government 
reduced income tax and 
promised to consider an 
increase in civil service 
salaries starting fiscal 1996. 


The reductions in income 
tax will benefit individuals 
with low income as well as 
businesses, with a view to 
attracting capital into invest- 
ments in Jordan 

According to the finance 
minister, the reductions in 
income tax and the increase 
in sales tax mean roughly 
tbe same amount, about JD 
30 million. 

Tbe draft amendments to 
the law on telecommunica- 
tions effectively open the 
door fix’ the state-owned 
Telecommunications Corpo- 
ration to commercialise its 
activities under tbe Compa- 
nies Law and then eventual- 
ly privatise itself after one or 
two years of continued gov- 
ernment ownership. 

It also clears the way for 
competition in telecommu- 
nications in the country 
since tbe private sector will 
be given concessions by tbe 
gove rnme nt _ 

The Senate approval of the 
three draft laws came in a 
session attended by Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister 
of Education Abdul Raouf 
Rawabdeh and members of 
the Council of Ministers. 

Also on Thursday, the 
Senate referred to its 
Finance Committee draft 
amendments to the law on 
encouragement of invest- 
ments. 

The panel will study the 
legislation and present its 
recommendations to the full 
Senate next week. 

Tbe amendme nts were 
approved by tbe Lower 
House of Parliament in a 
late night session on 
Wednesday. 

The three draft laws 
endorsed on Thursday and 
the legislation on encour- 
agement of investments are 
all part of key measures that 
the government has under- 
taken ahead of the Middle 
East and North Africa 
(MENA) economic summit 
to- be beld in Amman in 
October. 

Local reports said tbe 
King is expected to issue a 
Royal Decree calling tbe 
current extraordinary ses- 
sion of Parliament to recess 
next week since the legisla- 
ture, which began the ses- 
sion in June, has completed 
the work assigned to it in 
the Royal Decree that con- 
vened it 

The curreat extraordinary 
session is the longest in Jor- 
dan’s parliamentary history, 
the reports said. 


‘Heatwave to ease off, 
but more could come’ 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The heat- 
wave. with temperatures soar- 
ing to 3TC degrees in Amman 
over the past few days, will 
gradually decline to 28°C 
Monday, according ro the 
Department of Meteorology 
Friday. 

A department spokesman said 
that temperatures during the 
day were expected to reach 
33°C Friday dropping to 31°C 
degrees Saturday, 29°C on Sun- 
day and 28°C on Monday and 
fallin g to 19°C in the evenings. 

The spokesman said that the 
heatwave, originating in the 
Arabian Peninsula due to a low 
air pressure system, will gradu- 
ally phase out to be replaced by 


humid north westerly winds 
causing mild summer weather. 

Local press reported that citi- 
zens in Amman resorted to 
sleeping on the roofs of their 
homes at night to escape the 
heat 

There were no power failures 
as a result of heavy utilisation 
of air conditioners and refriger- 
ators, reports also said. 

According to Mohammad 
Baiayneb of the Department of 
Meteorology, temperatures in 
the desert area of Rweished 
reached 42°C and 40°C in 
Aqaba. 

Mr. Batayneh warned that 
less intense heatwaves could 
yet affect the Kingdom. 


IAF seeks higher council ruling 
on vote of confidence demand 


AMMAN (J.T.) — During 
Thursday’s session of Parlia- 
ment. the 16-meraber Islamic 
Action from (IAF) bloc . which 
had last week called for a vote 
of confidence on Justice Minis- 
ter Hisham Tel over the recent 
crisis triggered by the mass res- 
ignation of 23 senior judges in 
the country, demanded that the 
issue be settled through the 
Higher Council for the Interpre- 
tation of the Constitution. 

In their original memoran- 
dum submitted to the House, 
the LAP deputies blamed Mr. 
Tel for the judges’ decision to 
resign and accused him of 
offending [he judiciary by sug- 
gesting that the resignations 
came as a resell of instigation 
by political parties. 

The judges in question 
revoked their intention to resign 
after Prime Minister Zeid Ben 
Shaker promised last week that 


the government would respond 
favourably to their demands for 
better working conditions and 
health insurance schemes for 
them and their families. 

During Thursday '5 session 
also, the House approved a 
proposal by deputy Mohammad 
Tnweib to issue an urgent 
appeal to the parliaments and 
governments of Syria. Egypt 
and Lebanon to rescind their 
decision banning entry into 
their territoiy by Palestinians 
expelled from Libya. 

In addition, the House 
endorsed the draft law on 
investments as referred to it by 
the government, after introduc- 
ing minor amendments. One 
such amendment allows non- 
Jordanians to withdraw their 
capital plus all profits earned on 
that capital upon liquidation, 
full or partial sale of their busi- 
ness in the Kingdom. 


Agency workers plan strike in 5 operation areas 


By GhaliaAIuJ 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA) Commissioner 
General Dter Turkmen has 
refused to meet with the 
agency's executive commit- 
tee representatives and 
Palestinian refugees to dis- 
cuss the agency's planned 
reduction of services, 
prompting UNRWA workers 
to stage a strike in 
UNRWA's five areas of 
operation Monday, a labour 
co mmi ttee source said. 

Tbe strike, which was 
originally planned for Sept. 
4 had been postponed pend- 
ing the outcome of talks 
executive committee repre- 
sentatives planned to hold 
with Mr. Turkmen. The 
commission is expected to 
arrive in Amman on Sept. 19 
to meet with Jordanian offi- 
cials over UNRWA's opera- 
tions and to inaugurate a 
new school in Baqa'a camp 
finan ced by Japan. 

"This is the first time Mr. 
Turkmen declines to meet 
with us,. . .because he does 
not have answers to oar 
demands,” one labour com- 
mittee source said. 

The three-hour strike, 
which will be staged in front 
of UNRWA headquarters, 
will be part of a stepped-up 
campaign against tbe 
agency's failure to respond 
to UNRWA workers' 
demands concerning tbe 
provision of better health, 
education and social ser- 
vices. 

It will also demand salary 
increases to cope with die 
□sing cost of living and end 
of service compensations 
compatible with, those 
offered by .. tbe Jordanian 
goveroment . . 

Employee sources had told 


tbe Jordan Times that they 
are entitled to retirement 
compensation only after 30 
years of service. They said 
they demanded that 
UNRWA workers be eligible 
for this benefit after 25 years 
of service. 

"But the agency brushed 
aside all our demands,” one 
source said 

Sources had argued that 
UNRWA should not reduce 
its services before the 
refugee problem is resolved 

"UNRWA's establishment 
was based on an 
international decision to 
serve Palestinian refugees 
whose problem is not yet 
resolved" said the sources. 

Although sources said that 
UNRWA’s ability to meet 
those demands will depend 
on the availability of new 
funds provided by the donor 
countries, one source argued 
that UNRWA is not affected 
by budget constraints 
because the agency has 
received "huge” donations" 
from those countries this 
year and throughout the past 
years. 

"Tfirkmen had promised to 
grant employees salary 
hikes in light of tbe donor 
countries' conference which 
was beld in Amman , but 
nothing happened so far," 
the source added 

Amidst tbe escalated ten- 
sion between UNRWA and 
its employees, sources said 
that the workers plan to take 
"harsher measures" against 
tbe agency if refuses to meet 
their demands. 

"We plan to stage an open 
strike in UNRWA's five 
areas of operation and close 
all the organisations if Mr. 
Turkmen does not respond 
to our demands," one source 
said 

He added that committee 
representatives and 


UNRWA workers are 
against renewing Turkmen's 
mandate which expires at 
tbe end of the year.' 

The strike Monday will 
also protest ag ains t .what 
sources called "UNRWA's 
oppressive managerial poli- 
cies," which, they said, 
became apparent when the 
agency dismissed the dean 
of tbe Educational Sciences 
Faculty, Lzzeddm Manasrah. 

Dr. Manasrah was dis- 
missed for publicly criticis- 
ing the agency for its deci- 
sion to close down the col- 
lege. The decision was 
reversed for one year after 
consultations with the gov- 
ernment and the Palestine 
National Authority. 

UNRWA executive com- 
mittee representatives 
staged a one-hour sit-in last 
Tuesday protesting Dr. Man- 
asrah's dismissal. 

The student council at the 
faculty, refugee camp repre- 
sentatives and other support- 
ers who participated in the 
sit-in said that the decision 
to terminate the dean's ser- 
vices was "repressive.” 

The dean's dismissal was 
also condemned by the Jor- 
danian opposition parties, 
the Arab Association for 
Comparative Literature in 
Algiers and many others 
who described the measure 
as "unfair.'' 

UNRWA employs 20,000 
people of whom the majori- 
ty are Palestinian refugees 
who benefit from the 
agency's health, education 
and social services. The 
agency's services to refugees 
have been reduced over the 
past years. 

Among the agency's oper- 
ations in Syria, Lebanon. 
Gaza and the West Bank, its 
operations iii Jordan are the 
largest as it- hosts tbe largest 
number of refugees. 


Murayama visit seen as major turning point 
in Jordan-Japan ties, says ambassador 


By P.V.Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Japanese 
Prime Minister Tomichii 
Murayama’s visit to Jordan 
this week will be a major 
turning point in Jordanian- 
Japanese relations as well as 
Tokyo’s role in the Middle 
East process, says the Japan- 
ese ambassador to Jordan, 
Takayuki Kimura . 

Mr. Murayama, who 
began a Middle East visit in 
Saudi Arabia on Sept. 12, is 
due here on Monday after- 
noon from Israel and the 
Gaza Strip after also visit- 
ing Egypt. 

“Japan is an active partner 
in support of the Middle 
East peace process," said 
Mr. Kimura , noting that his 
country chairs the multilat- 
eral working group on the 
environment and also plays 
an active role in tbe other 
groups working on regional 
cooiteration. 

The ambassador said 
Tokyo's recent decision to 
deploy a 50-strong non- 
combat unit from Japan’s 
Self-Defence Forces with 
the U.N. Observer Force on 
tbe Golan Heights was 
another sign of his country’s 
interest in assuming a 
stronger role in the Middle 
East 

“We believe that it is very 
important to have the prime 
minister come here and pro- 
vide his personal support for 
the peace process” in meet- 
ings with the region’s lead- 
ers, said the ambassador, 
who assumed office last 
month. 

“The prime minister will 
also extend his full support 
for the multilateral phase of 
the peace process and the 
Amman summit" on eco- 
nomic development of tbe 
Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA) scheduled 
to be held Oct. 29-31 and 
“other activites related to the 
peace process,” Mr. Kimura 
told the Jordan Tunes. 

In the same political con- 
text, the ambassador added. 
Japan considers Jordan as 
ohe of the key players in the 
region and gives high value 
for Jordan’s opinions and 



Thkayuki Kimura 


views. 

“Jordan is key to the rela- 
tions of the region with the 
international community, 
including Japan, which con- 
siders the Kingdom as the 
.gateway to the Middle 
East," added Mr. Kimura, 
whose last diplomatic post- 
ing was as deputy chief of 
mission at the Japanese 
embassy in Washington. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
“is central to peace in the 
Middle East as well as 
development of the region,” 
Mr. Kimura said. “We are 
highly appreciative of the 
bold steps the King has 
taken to make peace a reali- 
ty in the region.” 

Another topic for Mr. 
Murayma’s talks with King 
Hussein will be the “recent 
developments in Iraq ” and 
“the prime minister will 
seek the King's views on 
Iraq." 

On the bilateral level, 
Tokyo attaches “high impor- 
tance” to its relationship 
with Jordan, “which was 
given a major boost by the 
Jordan Week” held in Japan 
in May, said the ambassador. 

“The Jordan Week” in 
Japan was a tremendous 
success in offering an 
insight to the people of 
Japan on Jordan and its cul- 
ture, he added. 

While in Amman, Mr. 
Murayama will discuss 
plans to hold a similar 
“Japan Week” in Jordan in a 
bid to “expand our political 
and economic relations to 
cultural and many other dif- 
ferent fields and familiarise 


tbe Jordanian people with 
Japanese culture and way of 
life ” Mr. Kimura said. 

Mr. Murayama is expect- 
ed to reaffirm Japan’s sup- 
port for the proposal for a 
regional development bank 
and willingness to con- 
tribute to its capital. As to 
the location of the proposed 
bank, “it is an issue that 
should be discussed and 
decided upon by the parties 
directly concerned,” Mr. 
Kimura said. “Japan 
respects and supports Jor- 
dan’s position in this 
regard.” 

It was not immediately 
known whether Mr. Muraya- 
ma will announce any aid to 
Jordan during the visit. 
Tokyo and A mman are dis- 
cussing several projects for 
possible Japanese financing 
as well as for grant aid 
These include bridges and 
crossing points across the 
River Jordan and access 
roads. 

Jordan became eligible for 
Japanese grant aid in 1993 
after the Kingdom’s per 
capita income dipped below 
$1,200. 

Since then the Kingdom 
has received over $40 mil- 
lion in Japanese grants. 

Japan is also Jordan’s 
largest creditor, bolding 
about SI. 8 billion of the 
Kingdom’s foreign debts of 
$5.6 billion. Tokyo recently' 
agreed to adjust interest on 
the loans to alleviate the ris- 
ing burden of the loans 
given in Japanese yen as the 
Japanese currency gained 
strength against the dollar. 

Japanese foreign policy 
does not allow for cancella- 
tion of foreign dues and con- 
tinued development loans. 
As such, Tokyo has 
promised to make more 
funds available to Jordan at 
concessionary terms to help 
the Kingdom’s balance of 
payments and build foreign 
currency reserves. 

Japanese officials also 
indicated recently that the 
Tokyo government was con- 
sidering “some kind of a for- 
mula under which Jordan’s 
debt burden could be further 
reduced” 
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i Lankan rebels claim 15 
civilians killed in offensive 


COLOMBO (AFP) — Tamil 
guerrillas Friday alleged that 
a military strike killed 15 
civilians, as government 
troops continued their 
offensive in northern Sri 
Lanka 'for a fourth succes- 
sive day, Tamil sources and 
officials said. 

The clandestine radio of 
the Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) 
claimed that 15 civilians 
were killed and another 43 
injured in artillery and aeri- 
al bombardment of villages 
in northern Jaffna peninsula, 
Tamil sources said. 

The rebel radio said four 
Tamil fighters were killed. 
But a military spokesman 
here denied there were civil- 
ian casualties and claimed 
that ground troops have 
killed 24 rebels since the 
limited offensive in the 
rebel-controlled peninsula 
was launched Tuesday. 

“The operation is continu- 
ing.*' the spokesman said. 
“Three more Tigers were 
killed yesterday. Our casual- 
ties so far stand at five sol- 
diers dead." The five troop- 
ers were killed on the first 
day of fighting. 

The Voice of Tigers radio 
said hundreds of civilians 
were displaced in the vil- 
lages of Punnalaikadduvan 
ami Mallakam and several 
buildings damaged in the 


military offensive, Tamil 
sources, who monitored the 
broadcast, said. 

Military officials said the 
aim of the current campaign 
was to destroy LTTE mortar 
gun positions on the out- 
skirts of the main Palaly mil- 
itary complex that had come 
under intermittent rebel fire 
in recent weeks. 

Meanwhile, investigators 
continued a probe into the 
crash of an air force trans- 
port aircraft off the island's 
western coast, which killed 
all 75 security personnel on 
board, officials said. 

Sabotage or bad weather 
were being investigated as 
likely causes for Wednes- 
day's crash of the Russian- 
built transport plane, 
defence officials said. The 
passengers included 6S sol- 
diers being ferried to the 
northern war theatre. 

T he air force has ruled out 
an LTTE missile attack. The 
rebels were’ blamed for 
bringing down two air force 
aircraft with missiles in the 
Jaffna peninsula in April. 
The authorities have banned 
all domestic flights since 
Thursday. 

The loss of the AN-32 
transport plane was a major 
blow to a planned milita ry 
assault against the LTTE in 
the Jaffna peninsula later 
this month, defence officials 


said. 

Chief military spokesman 
Sarath Muoasinghe admitted 
the loss of the plane was a 
setback but said it was ‘“tem- 
porary.*' the LTTE for its 
part remained silent about 
the cra sh. 

The LTTE is fighting for a 
separate state in the north- 
east for Sri Lanka's two mil- 
lion Tamils. 

Meanwhile the Sri Lankan 
government Friday denied 
reports that it planned to out- 
law the Tamil Tigers to pave 
the way for a worldwide ban 
on the guerrilla group. 

. The state-run Daily News 
Friday earned a report quot- 
ing Sri Lanka's ambassador 
in the United States, Jayan- 
tha Dhana pala as saying that 
the LTTE would be banned 
in due course. 

But a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman vehemently 
denied the report. 

“This is not true. There is 
no such move. The reporter 
has quoted Mr. Dhanapala 
out of context,” the 
spokesman said. 

The Daily News quoted 
Mr. Dhanapala as telling a 
conference of Sri Lankan 
expatriates in Michigan that 
the govern ment had not 
banned the LTTE previously 
because “it wanted to keep 
the option of negotiations 
opea” 


However, Mr. Dhanapala 
was quoted as saying that 
the LTTE would be banned 
in Sri Lanka and “a request 
made to governments where 
the LTTE has offices to 
close them.” Sri Lanka’s for- 
eign minister, Lakshman 
Kadirgamar has repeatedly 
urged Western governments 
to help terminate the LTTE 
o verse as operations. The 
LTTE has several offices in 
Western capitals. 

However, foreign govern- 
ments have stressed that 
they were not able to take 
action either until the LTTE 
violated the laws of their 
host countries or the Sri 
Lankan government banned 
the guerrilla organisation. 

A senior U.S. official 
Robin Raphel said during a 
brief visit here earlier this 
month that even if Colombo 
banned the LTTE her gov- 
ernment would not be able 
to punish the rebels unless 
they violated U.S .laws. 

India is the only country to 
have outlawed the LTTE, 
which is blamed for the May 
1991 assassination of former 
Indian prime minister, Rajiv 
Gandhi. LTTE supremo 
Velupillai Prabharakaran is 
the main accused in the 
Gandhi murder case. 


1 dead in Bangladesh pre-strike violence 


DHAKA (AFP) — One per- 
son died and more than 60 
people were injured as thou- 
sands left Dhaka Friday 
ahead of a 72-hour nation- 
wide genera] strike, reports 
said. 

One person was killed and 
three others seriously 
injured Thursday in eastern 
Narsinghdi town while mak- 
ing^ £ombs ahead . of the 
strike, - the daily Inqilab 
newspaper reported, adding 
the injured were rushed to a 
Dhaka hospital. 

Forty people were injured 
when student supporters of 
Prime Minister Khaleda 
Zia’s ruling Bangladesh 
Nationalist Party and her 


arch-rival Hasina Wajed’s 
Awami League clashed 
Thursday in pro- and anti- 
strike rallies in southern 
Barguna town, newspapers 
reported. 

Another 25 people were 
hurt during violence in the 
southern river port town of 
Chandpur, ^reports said. 

jin a separate incident 
Thursday, the United News 
of Bangladesh news agency 
said unidentified assailaints 
threw a powerful home- 
made bomb at the residence 
of Mahbubur • Rahman 
Masum, the opposition 
Jatiya Party general secre- 


tary in the nearby river port 
town of Narayanganj. -No 
one was hurt in the incident 

At least three people have 
died and scores were injured 
in opposition street protests 
over the past two months. 

The three-day general 
strike, the third this month 
sponsored by the country's 
three main opposition par- 
ties; is Jikety coincide- siiatfi* 
-anotber?.72-hoiir industrial 
action threatened by the 
country's trade unions. 

The unions have threat- 
ened to shut jute and textile 
mills and block railroads 
unless the government 
meets their demand for 
wage increases by Sunday. 


Pope calls for truly African church 


YAOUNDE (R) — Pope 
John Paul celebrated the 
first public mass of his 11th 
visit to Africa Friday with a 
resounding call for develop- 
ment of a truly African 
church to take the continent 
into the 21st century. 

At a ceremony during 
which tens of thousands of 
people swayed to the rhythm 
of a uniquely African blend 
of drumming, singing and 
dancing, the Pope endorsed 
one of the main conclusions 
of an unprecedented 1994 
Vatican synod on the way 
forward in Africa. 

“This synod looks to the 
future. It wants to show the 
ways forward for the church 
on the African continent 
This is of major importance 
in this transition to the third 
milleniura,” he said during 
(he ceremony at a military 
airport in Cameroon's capi- 
tal. 


“The African synod plays 
a determining role in the 
preparation of all for enter- 
ing the third millenium of 
Christianity” 

The synod, which coincid- 
ed with last year’s ethnic 
slaughter in Rwanda, in 
which up to a million people 
died, called for a member- 
ship drive in the continent 
The Catholic Church, 
spread throughout Africa by 
generations of European 
missionaries, counts nearly 
100 million of Africa's 700 
million people among its 
ranks. 

It reports a boom in con- 
versions but other religious 
groups — Islam, Protestant 
groups and a host of Christ- 
ian-inspired sects — are also 
flourishing on the world's 
poorest continent 
The 75-year-old Pontiff, 
who will also visit South 
Africa and Kenya daring his 


week-long tour, delivered a 
resounding endorsement for 
efforts to enrich the African 
church with local culture, 
language and tribal tradition. 

“We march towards salva- 
tion throughout life on Earth 
it should therefore be seen 
both from the point of view 
of God and from the point of 
view of man," he said, 
speaking under a huge 
African thatched roof pro- 
tecting the open-air altar. 

“Today we must deepen 
the concept of incultura- 
tion," he added. “Incultura- 
tion is everything which 
confirms the presence of 
Christ in your African cul- 
tures, and therefore, in your 
languages, your literature, 
your songs, your dances, the 
way you celebrate the 
Eucharist and also in the 
way you live your everyday 
life” 


FBI takes centre stage in Simpson trial 


LOS ANGELES (R) — The 
O.J. Simpson double-mur- 
der trial took another twist 
as court papers showed' the 
football legend's defence 
team was preparing to use 
one FBI agent to demon- 
strate that another agent was 
capable of fabricating evi- 
dence. 

In what was seen as a vic- 
tory for Simpson's defence 
team, a judge in Washing- 
ton, D.C., ordered Federal 
Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) supervising agent 
Frederic Whitehurst to 
appear in court in Los Ange- 
les because Judge Lance Ito, 
in charge of the Simpson 
trial, bad found him material 
to tbe case. 

According to Simpson’s 
defence team. Mr. White- 
hurst will testily that he 
caught agent Roger Martz in 
a “sting" over the bombing 
by Muslim extremists of the 
World Trade Centre in New 
York, by leaving out certain 
explosive components that 
Mr. Martz said he found in 
examining the evidence. 


One of Simpson's defence 
attorneys, Robert Blaiser, in 
a declaration to Judge Ito, 
said be bad reviewed reports 
generated by Mr. Whitehurst 
concerning allegations that 
Mr. Martz had “committed 
peijury in other cases with 
respect to his training exper- 
tise and findings in other 
cases, which include the 
World Trade Centre bomb- 
ing case.” 

In the Simpson case. Mr. 
Martz testified earlier that 
blood he tested contained no 
significant amounts of the 
preservative EDTA, going 
against tbe defence theory 
that detectives planted blood 
samples from Simpson and 
the victims at his multi-mil- 
lion-dollar estate and his car. 

But according to papers 
filed by Mr. Blaiser, Mr. 
Martz has a “habit and cus- 
tom" of changing FBI 
reports, removing Informa- 
tion that he thinks might be 
helpful to the defence, 
knowingly suppresses infor- 
mation that might be helpful 
to defence and harmful to 


prosecutors, and has testi- 
fied falsely in a number of 
cases. 

In other developments on 
Thursday, FBI scientist 
Doug Deedrick said blood 
imprints on the jeans wom 
by victim Ronald Goldman, 
identified by a defence 
expert as being made by a 
shoe, could have been made 
by Goldman's shirt brushing 
his jeans as he fought his 
assailant. 

Defence expert Dr. Henry 
Lee had previously suggest- 
ed that the blood pattern on 
the jeans was consistent 
with shoe prints, raising the 
possibility that two people 
were responsible for the 
murders. 

The first set of clearly 
defined bloody shoe prints 
were found leading away 
from the murder scene. 

Goldman was stabbed to 
death along with Simpson’s 
ex-wife, Nicole Brown 
Simpson, outside her luxury 
home last year. Simpson has 
pleaded not guilty to the 
murders. 


U.S. rejects 
protests over 
visits by 
Taiwanese, 
Dalai Lama 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
£ Ttief United^StateS rejected 
XEJhese demands "for a total 
ban on visits by government 
leadens of Taiwan. 

The State Department 
Thursday also brushed aside 
Beijing protests about a new 
issue troubling U-S.-Guna 
relations. President Bill 
Clinton’s casual meeting 
Wednesday with tbe Dalai 
Lama, the exiled Tibetan 
Buddhist leader. 

Spokesman Nicholas 
Bums said the United States 
‘"cannot agree” to China’s 
proposition that U.S. visas 
be denied to leaders of Tai- 
wan. The issue added to tbe 
strain of U.S.-Cbinese rela- 
tions when Taiwan Presi- 
dent Lee Teng-Hui was 
allowed a private entry visa 
in June to attend an event at 
Cornell University in Itha- 
ca, New York, his alma 
mater. 


Mexico 
quake kills 
at least 4, 
homes 
destroyed 

MEXICO CITY (R) — A 
major earthquake hit Mexi- 
co Thursday, killing at least 
four people, toppling homes 
in rural areas and rocking 
Mexico City almost exactly 
10 years after tbe last big 
quake killed 10,000 people. 

Officials in the poor south- 
western state of Guerrero 
said a 40-year-old woman 
was confirmed killed and 
that they bad been told a 
seven-year-old child died 
when he was crushed by a 
fallin g wall at his home. 
Another two people were 
reportedly killed. 

As rumours of the toll 
swirled, police agents said 
12 people were killed in the 
badly-hit mountain town of 
Igualapa, where 95 homes 
were destroyed and about 
300 more' seriously dam- 
aged. 

State government spokes- 
men flatly denied that claim' 
but said dozens of people 
were injured, most of them 
hit on the bead by loose tiles 
fallin g from the roofs of 
their homes. 

Measuring a potent 12 on 
the Richter Scale, the quake 
caused little serious damage 
outside tbe southwestern 
states of Guerrero — the rite 
of its epicentre — and Oax- 
aca. 

But it caused panic in 
Mexico City, where resi- 
dents relived tbe nightmare 
of a massive earthquake 
which killed at least 10,000 
people on Sept 19, 1985. 

They went scurrying into 
tbe streets when Thursday’s 
earthquake began at 8:04 
ft-m- (1400 GMT) many, 
cried and hugged each other 
as the memories of 10 years 
ago came flooding back. 

At least 70Q people' were 
treated 1 f& ‘shock and many 
residents feared freSlpfelows 



Two Mexico City residents are treated for minor injuries 
by a doctor after an earthquake shook the mexican capi- 
tal (AFP photo) 


in the coming hours and 
days. 

In 1985, the first earth- 
quake measured 8.1 on tbe 
Richter Scale and was fol- 
lowed one day later by 
another which measured 7.6. 
More than a dozen light 
aftershocks followed Thurs- 
day’s quake. 

Seismic experts said Mex- 
ico City and its 20 million 
residents may have been 
saved from greater suffering 
this time because the combi- 
nation of geological condi- 
tions at the epicentre and the 
shallowness of the quake 
pushed much of its force 
down toward the bowels of 
the Earth rather than across 
the country. 

The capital’s electricity 
and telephone services were 
interrupted and a few build- 
ings were evacuated after 
cracks appeared, including 
the headquarters of the long- 
ruling Institutional Revolu- 
tionary Party, where .stairs. 



to the small towns of Iguala- 
pa and San Luis Acatlan 
located in tbe mountains of 
Guerrero and about three 
hours drive from the Pacific 
beach resort of Acapulco. 

Roberto Alvarez, 

spokesman for the Guerrero 
state government, said 
tourists in Acapulco had 
been frightened but not hurt 
by die quake. 

"Tourists are not as accus- 
tomed to this sort of thing as 
we are — imagin e how hor- 
rible it was for them,” Mr. 
Alvarez said. 

Greenpeace and Mexican 
ecologists said the quake 
may have been caused by 
France's recent nuclear test 
in the South Pacific. 

“We are going to ask the 
government to investigate 
whether the Mururoa 
nuclear test could have con- 
tributed to this earthquake 
since we warned at the time 
that the explosion might 
cause seismic tremors,” said 
Hqmsero .AridjiSj.a poet who 
headsthegroup of 100 envi- 
ronmental. organisation. 


Former Japanese minister Watanabe dies 


TOKYO (R) — Michio 
Watanabe, a former Japan- 
ese foreign minister and 
contender for the office of 
prime minister, died of heart 
failure at a Tokyo hospital 
early Friday. He was 72. 

Watanabe was for years an 
outspokea leader of the 
business-oriented Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP), 
which governed Japan for 
38 consecutive years before 
falling from power in 1993. 
The LDP is now a senior 
partner in the ruling coali- 
tion. 

One of his last major tasks 
was to lead a delegation of 
LDP members to the North 
Korean capital, Pyongyang, 
in March. 


There, he signed an agree- 
ment with his North Korean 
counterparts urging the gov- 
ernments of Japan and North 
korea to resume talks, 
stalled since 1992, on nor- 
malising ties. 

The Japanese government 
is cimendy negotiating to 
begin talks. 

Watanabe, first elected to 
tbe lower house in 1963, 
served in a variety of gov- 
ernment posts, including 
deputy prime minister, min- 
ister of finance and minister 
of international trade and 
industry. 

He ran for LDP president 
twice, once in 1991 against 
Kiichi Miyazawa and again 
in 1993 against Yohei Kono. 


He lost both times. Mr. 
Miyazawa went on to 
become prime minister: 

Watanabe also had a histo- 
ry of making off-colour con- 
troversial remarks, some of 
which have provoked 
protest from foreign coun- 
tries. 

He once suggested that 
blacks in the United States 
bad a problem with .credit 
and were unable to keep up 
with their bills. 

In June, Watanabe’s 
remarks that Japan’s brutal 
1910 annexation of Korea 
was the result of an “ami- 
able” agreement provoked 
riots in Sonth korea. 

He later apologised and 
retracted his remarks. 


Nepal’s young democracy enters a new phase 


KATMANDU, Nepal (AP) 
— For all its poverty and 
backwardness, Nepal is 
often praised for the way it 
has handled democracy 
since it switched from an 
absolute monarch to a par- 
liament in 1991. 

All four of its prime minis- 
ters have been activists who 
had risked their lives and 
served prison sentences 
while leading the country’s 
pro-democracy movement 
in 1990. 

And even though Nepal’s 
two main political parties 
are sharply divided philo- 
sophically, they have so far 
allowed legislators and tbe 
electorate to choose between 
them. 

‘"For a new democracy, 
Nepal has done a good job," 
said Joe Mamckavasagaxrv, 
the World Bank director in 
Nepal. 

"It even appears to be 
learning by trial and error in 
the important area of eco- 
nomic development. If 
Nepal goes on like this, the 
future looks good," he said 
in an interview. 

Last weekend, Nepal 
dropped a nine-month 
experiment with a Commu- 
nist government promoting 
populism and gave a centrist 
party that favours free-mar- 
ket economic reforms a sec- 
ond chance. 

On Thursday, ' the new 
prime minister. 49-year-old . 
Sher Bahadur Deuba, said 
his Nepali Congress Party 


would try to work with the 
Communist Party of Nepal 
(Marxist-Leninist). 

But Mr. Deuba also issued 
a warning to all bureaucrats 
loyal to the previous Com- 
munist government: support 
his economic reforms or 
face possible dismissal. 

In an interview with the 
Associated Press, Mr. Deuba 
said his predecessor. Prime 
Minister Man Mohan 
Adhikari, had risked bank- 
rupting Nepal by introduc- 
ing populist programmes to 
win votes. 

"My biggest challenge will 
be to bring the economy 
back onto the right track by 
reintroducing the economic 
liberalisation policies of my 
party,” Mr. Deuba said in his 
office. 

‘"The previous govern- 
ment tried to convert 
Nepal’s bureaucracy into a 
Communist one, not a 
democratic one," he said. 

‘"I will first warn civil ser- 
vants that they will not be 
allowed to politicise their 
work. As professionals it is 
their duty to cany out 
orders. Those who don’t 
could be dismissed.” 

Mr. Deuba’s centrist 
Nepali Congress Party 
formed a coalition govern- 
ment Monday after Mr. 
Adhikari’s Communist Party 
of Nepal lost a no-confi- 
dence vote in the House of 
Representatives. 

During his nine months in 
power, Mr. Adhikari pro- 


moted many leftist loyalists 
in Nepal's bureaucracy and 
appointed others as directors 
of its many state-owned 
companies. 

He also slowed down the 
economic reforms that the 
previous Congress party 
government had introduced 
in 1991 and began populist 
programmes widely regard- 
ed as costly and poorly 
planned. 

For example, the 4,000 vil- 
lages in this impoverished 
nation were given "build 
your own village” grams of 
$1 6.000 each and allowed to 
spend them for any develop- 
ment project they chose. 

Nearly 60,000 landless 
Nepalis received ‘"owner- 
ship certificates’’ for small 
tracts of state-owned proper- 
d- 
in a country where govern- 
ment employees are the only 
workers who generally 
receive pensions, Mr. 
Adhikari's government enti- 
tled all Nepalis over 75 to 
small pensions. 

Before being ousted Sun- 
day, Mr. Adhikari’s cabinet 
had proposed a 1995-1996 
budget that World Bank 
sources predicted would 
leave this poor country with 
a mounting fiscal deficit 
But the budget was 
scrapped when Mr. 
Adhik ari's government fell, 
and a new one is being pre- 
pared by Mr. Deuba's new 
cabinet 

Tbe House of Representa- 


tives, which began a new 
session Thursday, is expect- 
ed to receive it for approval 
soon. 

During the interview, Mr. 
Deuba refused to discuss 
details of his budget but he 
raised the possibility of pre- 
serving the popular ‘"build 
your own village’' pro- 
gramme by taking steps to 
make sore that each hamlet 
uses the money property. 

In the meantime, he said 
he will step up economic 
reforms designed to attract 
as much foreign investment 
as possible in Nepal, a coun- 
try where most people are 
still farmers. 

Handmade woollen car- 
pets and readymade clothes 
are tbe country’s top two 
exports. Foreign companies 
have opened hotels in Nepal 
for the many tourists the 
country attracts, especially 
for trekking and climb in g 
through its Himalayan 
Mountains. 

• ‘"Nobody is going to 
invest hens for industry. We 
don’t have such a market,” 
Mr. Deuba said. ‘"But we 
will seek foreign investment 
in areas such as tourism and 
hydroelectric projects.” 

Mr. Deuba could have a 
tough time winning over 
voters and the opposition 
with free-madeet reforms 
that could take a long time to 
help poor people, especially 
Nepal’s many small-time 
farmers. 


Grant, Hurley plan 
movie project 

HOLLYWOOD, California 
(R) — British actor Hugh 
Grant plans to star in a med- 
ical thriller be would also 
co-produce with long-time 
girlfriend Elizabeth Hurley, 
a studio official said. Castle 
Rock Entertainment 
spokesman John Desiinio 
denied a story in the Holly- 
wood Reporter, subsequent- 
ly earned by Reuters, that 
said the modelVactress 
would star as well. The pro- 
ject, which is still being 
negotiated, would be 
Grant’s first since his June 
arrest for having oral sex 
with a Hollywood prosti- 
tute. Tbe arrest and subse- 
quent lurid headlines 
angered Hurley, but Grant 
sought her forgiveness and 
the pair at least seem tb 
enjoy a working relation- 
ship. Mr. Desimio said thc> 
Extreme Measures screen- 
play, written by Tony Gilroy 
(who adapted Stephen 
King’s (Dolores Claiborne) 
is about a doctor who inves- 
tigates a suspicious case and 
jeopardises his career trying 
to uncover a frightening 
truth. He said no other stars 
have been signed yet and 
did not know when the 
movie would get the green 
light. 

Heroin addicts 
offered one-way * 
bus ticket 

DARWIN, Australia (AFP) 
— Australia’s Northern Ter- 
ritory has announced a 
novel scheme to deal with 
its heroin addicts — giving 
them one-way bus tickets to 
other states. Northern Terri^ 
tory Health Minister Fred 
Finch said his government 
would offer addicts one^ 
way bus tickets to other 
states because methadone 
drug treatment was nrii 
available in the territory; 
Mr. Finch told the Aus= 
tralian Broadcasting Corpo^ 
ration Radio he was not ? 
keen to send addicts by air, 
“As for which is safer a bu$ 
or a plane, I don't know if 
I’d be too keen to be sitting 
next to someone who’s in a 
bad state of withdrawal on a 
plane,” Finch said. “At least 
with the bus you can pot’em 
off at the next stop, can’t, 
you?” bus companies react- 
ed sceptically Friday/ 
Stephen Jones, chief execu- 
tive of Pioneer-Greyhound 
Coachlines, said drivers 
were under instructions to 
refuse entry to anyone visi- 
bly affected by alcohol “or, 
any other substance. We are. 
not going to be a repository, 
for drug addicts injecting 
themselves,” he said 

Beatles lyrics sell . 
record price 

LONDON (AP) — Paul 
McCartney's handwritten, 
lyrics for Getting Better, 
sold for £161,000 
($249,550), a record price 
for a pop music manuscript, 
the auctioneer Sotheby’s 
said. The sale of rock’n’roll 
memorabilia, including 
posters and guitar straps,- 
totaled £739,000 ($1.1* 

million), Sotheby’s said- 
Getting Better was cm Sgt 
Pepper’s Lonely Hearts 
Club Band album released, 
by the Beatles in 1967. The., 
manuscript was bought by.- 
an anonymous telephone- 
bidder at an auction of rock 
memorabilia, Sotheby's” 
said The price for Getting 
Better beats the previous- 
record for a pop music man-; 
uscript set at Sotheby’s in 
1992 — £48,500 ($74,200)-' 
for John Lennon’s lyrics for ‘ 
A Day In The Life. McCart- 1 ; 
ney’s original handwritten'; 
lyrics for Ob-la-di Ob-la-dar 
written in 1968 with a bluer' 
ballpoint pen, sold for ' 
£30,582 ($47,400), also to]' 
an anonymous telephone 
bidder, Sotheby’s said 

French filmmaker / 

honored 

FRANKFURT (AP) 
Jean-Luc Godard, thtf" 
French avant-garde film-;" 
maker, is to be awarded the^ 
Adorno Prize for a lifetime J 
of artistic achievement, city ' 
officials said Mayor Clan-., 
dia Roth will present thej 
50,000 Mark ($35,000) . 
prize Sunday to Godard, 64-. / 
year-old director of Breath- -' 
less. My Life To Live, 
Every Man For Himself and - 
30 other films and video/ 
projects. Godard is ‘"one of, • 
the great aesthetic avant-^- 
gardists of the 20th centu-;/ 
ry,” said the award j 
announcement from the city 
of Frankfurt. 
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•Caribbean 
isles brace 
for 2nd 
hurricane 
in a week 

POINT-A-PITRE (AFP) — 
■Hurricane Marilyn Friday 
threatened to brush past sev- 
ere! Carribean islands still 
^recovering from another 
devastating storm that hit 
'them last week 
Packing winds of up to 
140 kilometres per hour, 
Marilyn skirted Guadeloupe 
fere Thursday, severing tele- 
phone links with the south- 
trfl part of the French-ruled 
island but otherwise causing 
mino r damage, according to 
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•- A state of alert was lifted 
kt midnight by Meteo 
France, the local weather 
service, but strong winds 
still buffeted this capital, 
'leaving several sectors with- 
out electricity. 

. A hurricane warning was 
issued late Thursday for 
Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin 
Islands, and British Virgin 
-Islands, all north of Guade- 
loupe. 

In San Juan, Puerto Rico, 
Governor Pedro Rosello 
said the the storm could hit 
the U.S. territory by Friday, 
and ordered all schools, uni- 
versities and public building 
to stay closed. 

-At 0400 GMT, Marilyn, 
the 13th storm of a hurri- 
cane season shaping np to 
be one of the busiest on 
record, was located SO kilo- 
metres northeast of Guade- 
loupe beading northwest at 
21 kilometres per hour. 

. Seas of up to four metres 
were recorded around 
Guadeloupe, with a tidal 
surge of around one metre. 
Forecasters expect the storm 
;to pass 100 kilometres from 
the French island of St. 
Barthelemy and Franco- 
Dutch St Martin to the 
north, both of which were 
ravaged Iasi week by hurri- 
cane Luis. 

^ Since hurricane-force 
winds extend up to 50 kilo- 
metres from the storm's 
centre, both islands will 
hopefully be spared the 
brunt of Marilyn, which was 
classified as a minor, or cat- 
egory one hurricane with 
winds between 1 19 and 153 
kilometres per hour. The 
storm’s broad swath of 
winds spanned 230 kilome- 
tres, and the National Hurri- 
cane Centre in Miami said it 
was bringing 12 to 20 cen- 
timetres of rain, posing the 
threat of flash floods and 
mudslides. 

Earlier Thursday, Marilyn 
brushed Barbados with sus- 
tained winds up to 105 kilo- 
metres per hour. No major 
damage was reported. 

In the French island of 
Martinique, north of Barba- 
dos, witnesses reported that 
violent winds bad ripped 
roofs off homes and uproot- 
ed trees, as authorities 
closed schools, postponed 
exams, and shut the- airport 

Marilyn was churning 
through the Caribbean just a 
week after Luis, the most 
jpwerfiil storm in years, 
pattered several Caribbean 
islands and left at least 11 
dead and thousands home- 
less. 

Meanwhile the luxury 
british liner QE2 was hit by 
a-tidal wave as it crossed the 
Atlantic, its captain said Fri- 
day. 

Captain Ronald Warwick, 
who was on the bridge with 
four crewmen when the 
wave hit, said: “It was bit 
scary. It looked as if we 
were going straight into the 
white cliffs of Dover, real 
white-knuckle stuff. 

“If was the highest wave I 
have seen in 38 years at 
sea,” he told Sky Television. 

The 95-foot (30-metre) 
wave, caused by the seas 
being whipped up by hurri- 
cane Luis, hie the ship bows- 
on. The wave was so huge 
Jhat its crest was at bridge 
level. 

Most of the 1,200 passen- 
gers were asleep. Capt War- 
wick ordered people to stay 
. helow decks as the ship was 
by the massive wall of 
water. No one was injured. 

Cunard spokesman Eric 
flounders said the ship bad 
hceu south of Newfound- 
l^d, near the Grand Banks, 
when it encountered the 
stonn Monday night. At no 
Point was the QE2 in dan- 
ger. 


Bhutto withdraws treason 
charges against Sharif 


ISLAMABAD, Pakistan 
(AP) — Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto withdrew 
treason charges — a crime 
that carries the death penalty 
— against Nawaz Sharif, 
her arch rival and former 
prime minister, as well as 
several other leading oppo- 
sition legislators, news 
reports said Friday. 

Mr. Sharif, who now beads 
the opposition in parliament, 
his former interior minister, 
Shujaat Hussein and several 
members of the opposition 
were among 15 people 
charged several months ago 
with treason. 

At the time it was feared 
that the charges would wors- 
en an already tense standoff 
between Ms. Bhutto's gov- 
ernment and opposition leg- 
islators, who have been 
demanding her resignation 
due to the country’s political 
and economic problems. 

It wasn’t immediately 
clear why Ms. Bhutto 
ordered the charges dropped 
or whether it signalled a 
thaw in relations between 
her and her political oppo- 
nents. 

The treason charges 
against Mr. Sharif referred 
to a June 1993 incident 
when be was prime minister, 
the authorities said. He was 
accused of subverting the 
constitution in an attempt to 
gain control of Punjab 
province. 

Mr. Sharif levelled similar 


charges against Ms. Bhutto 
earlier this week after her 
Pakistan People's Party and 
its allies took control of the 
Punjab province from her 
political opponents. 

The contest for the Punjab 
province, the largest and 
most powerful of Pakistan's 
four provinces, was a criti- 
cal one for Ms. Bhutto. 

Mr. Sharif was forced to 
resign as prune minister in 
July 1993 after losing con- 
trol of the Punjab province. 

Ms. Bhutto's party won a 
slim victory in general elec- 
tions in October 1993 and 
she now heads a coalition 
government. 

Since then she and Mr. 
Sharif have been bitter 
opponents. Mr. Sharif has 
accused Ms. Bhutto of using 
the judicial system to harass 
and intimidate her political 
opponents, a charge she 
denies. 

However several opposi- 
tion politicians either are in 
jail or awaiting trial on 
charges ranging from illegal 
possession of firearms to 
frand. 

Earlier this year Mr. 
Sharif's former Culture and 
Industry Minister Sheikh 
Rashid Ahmad was sen- 
tenced to seven years in jail 
for possessing an unregis- 
tered firearm, an unusually 
harsh sentence in a country 
where most people possess a 
gun and few register them. 


Major drafts blueprint 
for election victory 


LONDON (R) — Prime 
Minister John Major has set 
out a strategy to keep his 
Conservatives in power until 
the 21st century by promis- 
ing a crackdown on crime 
and fresh efforts to rein in 
Britain’s runaway welfare 
state. 

• Alter a day-long brain- 
storming session of minisP 
ters that he bad dubbfcfl the 
biggest review of British 
government policy for two 
decades, Mr. Major also her- 
alded new help for small 
businesses and a further 
drive to raise educational 


standards. 

Bat the unusual cabinet meet- 
ing, held at Ml Major's official 
country residence north of Lon- 
don. was overshadowed by the 
leak of an official document 
hig hli gh ting the weaknesses of 
the ruling party's record on 
education. (| . • 

The i&per warned tFtar iiisitfP 
fident funding threatened the 
provision of education in state 
schools — a politically explo- 
sive issue for millions of 
Britons wondering whether to 
give die Conservatives a fifth 
consecutive term in office at the 
next general election. 
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Study shows Europe’s 
important differences 

BRUSSELS (AP) — Danes frown on cigarette smoking, 
but think nothing of pre-marital sex. Greeks wait till their 
wedding nights, bnt relax by smoking 3,000 cigarettes a yean 

These and other Euro-tidbits are to be found in a 500-page 
yearbook released Thursday by the European Union’s (EU) 
statistics office. 

The Eurostat compilation of 10 years of figures shows just 
how for the EU has to go to achieve its grand design of unit- 
ing the diverse peoples of the continent 

The Greeks and Danes frequently find themselves at 
opposing ends of the scale. 

Around half Danish babies are boro to unmarried couples, 
compared to only 3 per cent in Greece. Health-conscious 
Denmark has the fewest smokers, going through only half as 
many cigarettes as the Greeks. 

Greeks are the EU’s most religious people. Eighty-seven 
per cent think s religion is important in their lives. Only 28 
per cent of Danes feel the sane way. 

Elsewhere, 99 per cent of Italians Think work is an impor- 
tant factor in their lives. The British apparently are more 
relaxed, with 20 per cent saying work does not play an 
important role. 

But are the Brits having more fun? 

Maybe so. They spend 32 per cent of their wages on 
‘"entertainment, recreation and cultural services” - more 
than any other nation. 

Dour Belgians appear to spend the least on enjoying them- 
selves, just 1.5 per cent - although figures on Germany’s 
level of fim-loving were strangely unavailable. 

The Europeans can’t agree on what to teach their children. 

The British and French think tolerance and respect for oth- 
ers is the quality they should most encourage in their off- 
spring. 

Greeks set most store on good manners. The Portuguese 
give a high priority to bard weak, while the Dutch want to 
pass on a love of life. 

Only 2 per cent of EU parents considered appreciation of 
beauty important — and most of those were German. 

As for speaking each other’s languages, Luxembourg has 
the most polyglots - 99 per cent speak somethiog other than 
Luxembourgois. The Portuguese are Europe’s worst linguists 
— 61 percent speak no foreign language. 

When it comes to drinking, the wine-guzzling French are 
way out froot, knocking back an equivalent of 14.8 liters (31 
pints) of pure alcohol a year. 

Sober Swedes, stymied by high liquor taxes, limit them- 
selves to 6 liters (14- pints). 

Maybe that explains why they have the lowest death-rate 
from road accidents, just 6 per 100,000. 

In Portugal, Awever, its best to take care when driving. 
With 45 deaths per 100,000 it has the most dangerous roads 
of the 15 EU nations. 

The Netherlands has the highest murder rate - 15 killings 
per 100,000 people. That compares to just 1 per 100,000 In 
Ireland and Finland. 

Those dangerous Dutch even outpace the United States 
which has a 9 per 100,000 murder rate, although the report 
warns that differences in legal definitions of muider may dis- 
tort the figures. 

The report compiles statistics gathered by the Luxem- 
bourg-based Eurostat over the past 10 years. Subjects cov- 
ered range to life expectancy to the percentage of land area 
planted with olive trees. 
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Belarus 
faces U.S. 
wrath over 
downing 
of balloon 

MINSK (R) — Belarussian 
President Alexander 
Lukashenko, a pro-Russian 
maverick, faces U.S. wrath 
over why his country’s mili- 
tary shot down a hot air bal- 
loon and killed two Ameri- 
cans. 

The White House and U.S. 
State Department heaped 
scorn on Belarussian expla- 
nations Thursday that a heli- 
copter guns hip downed the 
balloon taking part in a race 
because its identity was 
unclear and it had entered a 
strategically sensitive area. 

Ml Lukashenko has yet to 
comment publicly Tues- 
day’s incident near the bor- 
der with Poland, except to 
issue an order opening crim- 
inal proceedings over the 
action. Two commissions 
have until Oct 1 to investi- 
gate the matten 
On Thursday, he issued a 
decree accepting the resig- 
nation of Belarus’s liberal 
central h ank chairman, 
effectively ridding hims elf 
of the most vocal opponent 
of his drive to integrate his 
country of 10 million with 
neighbouring Russia. 

Belarus's First Deputy 
Foreign Minister Valery 
Tsepkalo accepted a degree 
of guilt over the balloon 
incident Bat otber senior 
officials also apportioned 
blamed to the two American 
pilots, race organisers and 
even Polish air traffic offi- 
cials. 

Yuri Sivakov of Belarus’s 
National Security Council 
said authorities had not 
received formal notice of 
the race, which began in 
Switzerland last Saturday. 

“We ' received 1 no.' such 
notice andf We .gave 'no fprr 
mal ’j&greemeht 'to organis- 
ers,” be said, “all this led to 
what happened.” 

The helicopter gun ship 
shot down the balloon after 
it ignored warning shots and 
calls to identify itself, Mr. 
Sivakov said. Two other 
balloons had landed safely 
after showing national flags, 
he added. 

White House spokesman 
Mike McCarty dismissed 
the account, saying there 
was “some circumstantial 
evidence that would seem to 
suggest that it was not nec- 
essarily a tragic mistake and 
we’re trying to get to the 
bottom of that now". 


Grachev: Chechenya pullout too early 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — 
Russian Defence Minister 
Pavel Grachev has said it is 
too early to withdraw troops 
from the breakaway 
Chechenya region since 
rebels there had not yet sur- 
rendered their weapons. 

“In my view the situation 
in the republic does not 
allow us to do this,” be told 
Interfox News Agency. 

Anatoly Romanov, Rus- 
sia's commander 1 in 
Chechenya, said Wednesday 
that 8,000 Interior Ministry 
troops had been withdrawn 
under a militar y agreement 
that also called for rebels to 
disarm. 

Gen. Grachev said this 
was a complete surprise to 
him and Prime Minister Vik- 
tor Chernomyrdin was also 
bewildered. 

The situation in the trans- 
Caucasus region was “not as 
rosy as it is sometimes m ade 
out to be”, Gen. Grachev 
said. “Weapons, as a cole, 
were being given up by peo- 


ple who did not take part in 
military activities ” 

Oleg Lobov, President 
Boris Yeltsin’s special envoy 
to Chechenya, told a govern- 
ment commission meeting 
that the pace of work to 
repair damage from the con- 
flict had to be speeded up. 

“I have never seen such 
destruction before and, if 
work proceeds at the present 
rate, it will take 20 years to 
restore (the regional capital) 
Grozny alone," Interfax 
quoted him as saying. 

Russia sent troops to 
Chechenya last December to 
end the region’s now four- 
year-old drive for indepen- 
dence from Russia. Thou- 
sands of people have been 
killed in fighting and many 
more have fled their homes. 

The two sides agreed 
Wednesday that the rebels 
should hand in all their 
heavy weapons by Sept. 20. 
ITAR-TASS news agency 
said only 1.250 guns had 
been surrendered so far 


while 50,000 to 80,000 
firearms were still at large. 

The Chechens say the 
presence of Russian troops 
makes many fighters reluc- 
tant to give up tbetr 
weapons. Sporadic clashes 
have continued despite a 
ceasefire agreement. 

A Russian soldier was 
killed and eight others 
wounded in clashes over the 
past 24 hours between Russ- 
ian and separatist forces in 
Chechenya, Russian army 
sources said Friday. 

Russian positions were hit 
by 22 shells including 18 in 
Grozny during a day of 
shelling, a spokesman for 
the Russian federal forces 
said. 

On Friday a Russian 
armoured vehicle hit a car in 
the centre of Grozny killing 
a passenger and injuring two 
others. Around 300 people 
surrounded the vehicle to 
stop it driving away but the 
crowd dispersed peacefully 
after the crew was taken 


away for questioning over 
the incident. 

Meanwhile, a Russian- 
Cbechen committee 

attempting to implement the 
military accord met to ease 
friction over the surrender of 
weapons, Russian officials 
said. 

The sides gathered to dis- 
cuss difficulties applying the 
accord and to analyse Russ- 
ian claims that they do not 
have enough money to buy 
arms off Chechen fighters as 
suggested in the military 
accord. 

On Thursday the accord 
appeared shaky after a lead- 
ing Chechen negotiator said 
Chechen separatists would 
stop surrendering weapons 
if Moscow did not force pro- 
Russian militias to disarm. 

Khodzh-Akhmed Yeri- 
khanov, who beads the 
peace negotiations, said 
groups loyal to Moscow pro- 
tege Salambyek Kbadzhiyev 
had not been laying down 
their aims. 


37 die as Malaysia plane crashes on shantytown 


KUALA LUMPUR (AP) — 
A Malaysian Airlines plane 
crashed while landing Bi- 
day and plowed through a 
shantytown near foe runway, 
killing at least 37 of the 53 
people on board, officials 
said 

More people were killed in 
their homes, crushed by the 
homing Fokker F-50, said 
police in Tawau town where 
the crash occurred. 

Hospital officials contact- 
ed in Tawau said at least 
eight people, including two 
crew members, survived, 
ami 37 were killed. The fate 
of foe remaining 16 people 
was not immediately known. 

The airline had originally 
said 49 people were on 
board but later corrected foe 
figure to 53. 

Malaysian Airlines Chair- 
man Taj a din Ramli said the 


plane overshot foe runway 
while landing and exploded 
in the shantytown. 

He said the five-year-old 
plane had been serviced 
Wednesday and a mandatory 
check bad revealed no tech- 
nical defects. Weather and 
visibility also were good Fri- 
day. 

<w We are not aware that 
any distress signal was sent 
out,” Ramli told reporters. 
He refused to speculate if 
foe crash was caused by 
pilot eiron He also refused 
to confirm the death toll. 

One of foe survivors, 
Tawau Prison Superinten- 
dent Jews Sinau, was quoted 
by the Malaysian News 
Agency, Bemama, as saying 
the ‘"plane suddenly dived 
and crashed into houses out- 
side foe perimeter of the air- 
port.” 


One other survivor was 
quoted as saying that he fled 
amid cries from other pas- 
sengers. 

Flight MH-2133, which 
came down at 1:20 p.m. 
local time (0520 GMT), was 
carrying 49 passengers 
including a baby, as well as 
two pilots and two flight 
attendants. 

The Dutch-made plane 
crashed at the end of its one- 
hour domestic flight in 
Sabah state from Sabah cap- 
ital Kota Kinabalu to Tawau. 

There didn’t appear to be 
any foreigners on board as 
all names on the passenger 
list sounded Malaysian. The 
four crew members also 
were Malaysian. 

Residents contacted in 
Tawau, home to about 
200,000 people on foe coast 
of Celebes Sea, said they 


heard a loud boom at the 
time of the crash and saw 
smoke billowing from the 
direction of the airport. 

The plane came down on 
the runway and punched 
through a row of 20 houses 
at foe edge of foe runway, 
said a police official who 
spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 

Residents said foe dam- 
aged houses were unautho- 
rised slums built by illegal 
immigrants from foe Philip- 
pines and Indonesia who 
have streamed into Sabah to 
work in construction, timber 
camps and cocoa and oil 
plantations. 

Tawau is 1,165 kilometres 
east of Malaysia’s capital, 
Kuala Lumpun Sabah is on 
Borneo Island, which 
Malaysia shares with Brunei 
and Indonesia. 


Greek exporters long for end to Balkan sanctions 


SALONIKA, Greece (R) — 
Greek exporters, badly hit 
by Balkan sanctions, are 
crossing their fingers that a 
U.S.-brokered pact between 
Athens and foe former 
Yugoslav Republic of Mace- 
donia will signal a return to 
lost markets. 

In a small but auspicious 
move for peace in foe strife- 
tom Balkans, foe two states 
normalised ties at UJ'J. 
Headquarters this week in a 
deal that could end Greece’s 
crippling embargo on its 
neighbour within 30 days. 

Northern exporters, who 
account for 90 per cent of 


firms in foe sector and 53 
per cent of current export 
revenue, lost a key market 
when Athens slapped foe 
embargo on the former 
Yugoslav republic 

(FYROM) last yean 

Already strait-jacketed by 
U.N. sanctions on Belgrade, 
exporters saw their profits 
slump and product range 
shrink in a double blow to 
foe country’s industry. 

“Export losses have cost 
us about $5 billion. We 
always wanted talks to end 
the strife in ex- Yugoslavia, 
our traditional customer,” 
Director Iordanis Adamidis 


of foe Northern Greek 
Exporters Association told 
Reuters. 

Operating fearlessly in 
shoestring economies and 
Byzantine red tape in the 
former Communist states, 
plucky Greek traders have 
evolved a tight network of 
contacts and knowhow of 
countries that still baffle 
northern Europeans. 

The dispute with FYROM, 
which initially had strong 
support in second-city 
Salonika, sprang from fears 
foe new republic would 
make territorial c laims on 
Greece’s Macedonia region. 


implicit in its choice of 
name, constitution and flag. 

“We’ll see what happens 
in 30 days. If foe embargo 
goes then we may be able to 
get back most of our busi- 
ness in three to six months,” 
Ml Adamidis said. 

Exports to FYROM were 
rising and worth 127 milli on 
ECU ($160 million) before 
sanctions in February 1994. 

German and Italian rivals 
who elbowed into FYROM 
and upped their exports may 
be hard to shift “we wall sell 
at prices reasonable for 
FYROM’s economy,” Mr. 
Adamidis said. 
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Situation in Hebron — culture of a commitment to cany «, 
hatred that encourages violence 


_ _ m the settlers the territory might not be part of the "promised 

TAP AlflAf Ir) land" after all and they may have to quit the area. Seen 

fissa ■ ■ w I l 1 W I l\jvl ■ W against that background, the settlers' resistance to the idea 

of moving out of Hebron, the only Palestinian town where 


ARAB LEAGUE’S decision to respond 
favourably to Algeria’s request to take part 
in the supervision of the upcoming presiden- 
tial elections is a further evidence of the Arab 
World’s interest in seeing an end to civil 
strife and bloodshed in that country. The 
Algerian government has called on the Arab 
League as well as on the U.N. and the 
Organisation of African Unity (OAU) to 
monitor the Nov. 16 elections as an addition- 
al sign that it is determined to conduct fair 
elections. 

Algeria’s decision to go ahead with the poll 
despite an escalating campaign of violence by 
militants who vowed to disrupt it, is a gamble 
that may or may not work. Having itself 
stopped national elections more than three 
years ago when Islamists appeared poised to 
win them is a record that could not be easily 
erased. More than 30,000 people have been 
killed ever since. The Algerian authorities 
need to make a solemn and convincing 
commitment this time that they will honour 
the results whatever they may be. And in 
order to have genuine elections, the country 
needs representative candidates from the 
various political currents. 

Even more pressing than presidential 
polls, Algeria needs national parliamentary 
elections in lieu of those that were arbitrarily 
halted lit; January of 1992. Whether pres- 
idential or parliamentary, all such -elections 
call for a climate conducive to a democratic 
atmosphere in which all political parties and 
trends committed to the rule of law could 
conduct their campaigns freely. Opposition 
groups using violence to achieve their politic- 
al ends should suspend their activities in 
return for a dear and unequivocal pledge 
from the central government, including the 
military establishment, that it too will 
observe a “cease fire” and a suspension of all 
efforts to apprehend members of the opposi- 
tion prior to the elections. A climate of 
tolerance and an amnesty should be granted 
on both sides of the fence before the Algerian 
people can be expected to go to the polls 
freely. This much has yet to be worked out 
between the two sides and this is where the 
Arab League as well as the U.N. and the 
OAU can play their bridging role and accom- 
plish their mission for peace and democracy. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER in Al Ra’i strongly criticised the Libyan 
authorities for expelling Palestinians and other nationalities 
from the country, many of whom, especially Palestinians, 
remain stranded’ at sea and in the desert near the borders 
with Egypt. Ahmad Misleh said that it is strange and 
shocking to the whole Arab Nation to see Libya commit- 
ting this outrageous act while its leadership continue to 
brag about Arab unity and being keen on safeguarding 
pan-Arab interests. As if it were not enough for the 
Palestinians who are struggling to secure their freedom 
from Israeli occupation, Libya is now adding to the 
oppressed people's sufferings and aggravating the situa- 
tion. added the writer. The Libyans who have been raising 
the slogan oF pan-Arab unity* and bragging about their 
struggle against the enemies of the Arab World are now 
joining the ranks of these enemies and have become the 
new oppressors of the Palestinian people, said the writer. It 
is indeed shocking to see Libya, which is facing internation- 
al sanctions and urging the Arab states to give it support for 
ending the embargo on the Libyan people, resorting to 
such shameful acts against those people who have been 
building the country for decades, he said. With this 
outrageous action which must be condemned by all civilised 
-rations. said the writer. Libya is taking a determined step 
to tighten the noose around rhe Palestinian people. 

AL RAT Arabic daily commented on the emir of Qatar's 
visit to Jordan by stressing that it is made to reaffirm the 
need for Jordan and Qatar to pursue constant consulta- 
tions and coordination in their stands vis-a-vis pan-Arab 
issues and matters of common interest. The paper said that 
the visit marked a new stage in Qatari-Jordanian moves to 
enhance solidarity among the Arab countries in the wake of 
the Arab Gulf crisis that created tension and kept the Arab 
states apart. Noting that Qatar and Jordan were among the 
few Arab states which are seeking an end to differences 
among Arab governments, the paper said the exchanged 
visits, the consultations and the identical views and policies 
. .... .. en two sides are serting a good example for the 

•esi of the Arab countries to follow. Needless to say, said 
the paper, that the Qatari and Jordanian leaderships are 
sincere in rheir drive to rally the Arab World towards 
working for the common objectives, adding 

that they _ aware of the challenges facing the Arab stales 
and are determined to revitalise inter-Arab cooperation 
and sav** ,?, e Arab order especially in view of the ongoing 
.... .it ivj muiin a comprehensive peace in the Arab region. 


THE REPEATED attacks by settlers on a Palestinian 
school in Hebron and the confrontations between the 
residents of the town and settlers — with Israeli soldiers 
thrown in for good measure — are symptomatic of the way 
Israelis have come to regard the West Bank in 2$ years of 
occupation. Throughout the period, they have been taught 
that the West Bank is part of the "promised land” that 
should be controlled , no matter what, by Jews. That 
perhaps explains the anger of the Hebron settlers towards 
Palestinians who raise the Palestinian flag in the city that 
settlers see as the bastion of Jewish nationalism. But the 
actual blame for the root cause of the problem in Hebron, 
as elsewhere in the West Bank, should be laid squarely at 
the door of Israeli politicians who have, over the years, 
done everything tp assure the settlers that their presence in- 
the West Bank would be eternal. 

Today, the same political leaders who have led the 
colonisation of the West Bank since 1967 are trying to tell 
the settlers the territory might not be part of the "promised 
land" after all and they may have to quit the area. Seen 
against that background, the settlers' resistance to the idea 
of moving out of Hebron, the only Palestinian town where 
settlers live amidst Palestinians, is understandable. Howev- 
er, one fails to see how a solution could be reached to 
overcome the logjam in Israeli- Palestinian autonomy nego- 
tiations without a formula that leads to the eventual 
removal of the Kixyat Arba settlers, who are among the 
most militant in Israeli society. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres stand out among Israeli leaders who 
point to the absurdity of letting 400 settlers hold hostage 
the entire Palestinian- Israeli negotiations, simply by their 
presence in Hebron among 120,000 Palestinians. But we 
have seen little of practical action by the Israeli leaders to 


break the deadlock- 

Given that Mr. Rabin and Mr. Peres have electoral 
politics to take into consideration next year, we may not 
see any action at all. 

That leaves the problem very much on the ground, 
exposing one of the key flaws — or shortcomings — in the 
Rabin government's approach to convincing Israelis of the 
.need to make peace with Palestinians. We have yet to hear 
any Israeli leader affirming in public that the West Bank 
ana Gaza do not belong to Israelis or that the territories are 
stolen lands that have to be returned to their rightful 
owners. What we are hearing instead is a loud proclama-t 
tion of the need to ensure the "security and safety” of die 
Jewish settlements that have become part of the landmark 
in the West Bank, rather than hearing of the logic of 
returning the occupied territories as the pillar of any peace 
agreement with the Palestinians. Quite simply, the Rabin 
government and the dominant Labour Party have done 
very little to nurture a culture of peace among Israelis. 

Indeed. Mr. Rabin and Mr. Peres are pussyfooting 
around the real issue at stake by trying to reveal to the 
Palestinians as little as possible of their real intentions 
about and expectations from the peace negotiations. That 
may or may not be a sound negotiating strategy, but it is the 
same ambiguity that is encouraging the settlers to continue 
their arrogant and violent behaviour against the Palesti- 
nians. 

It is not too late now for Mr. Rabin and others to 
confront their people and attempt to convince them of the 
need to understand the reality of the situation and accept 
that the West Bank is Palestinian and should be returned to 
the Palestinians regardless of what the Israeli society has 
been led to believe for decades. 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Expulsion of Palestinians from Libya 
blatant violation of human rights 


REVIEWED BY ELIA NASRALLAH 


THE EXPULSION of 
Palestinians and other na- 
tionalities from Libya the 
situation in the occupied 
Arab territories and pan- 
Arab and domestic affairs 
were covered prominently in 
the local Arabic daily 
newspapers in the past 
week. 

In an attempt to abort 
the peace process, the 
Libyan leadership has re- 
sorted to expelling the 
Palestinians from Libya 
with the result that the ex- 
pelled people remain 
stranded in the sea, off 
Lebanon, or in the desert, 
near the Egyptian border , 
said Mufid Nahleh, a writer 
in Al Ra’i. The expulsion 
of the Palestinians and oth- 
ers is a violation of human 
rights and an outrageous act 
against people who con- 
tributed to building Libya 
over many years, said the 
writer. The Libyans who 
flouted human rights by 
committing their con- 
demned action have done so 
despite their realisation that 
neither Egypt nor Lebanon 
would accept the Pales- 
tinians who would also be 
barred from entering the 
Gaza Strip by the Israeli 
authorities. 

U was the Libyan leader- 
ship that encouraged the 
Palestinians and the other 
Arab nationals to go to Libya 
and help build the country 
decades ago, stressing that 
there should be no borders 
separating an Arab country 
from another . said Saleh 
QalJab. a writer in Al Dustour. 
The writer said that the 
expulsion of the Palestinians 
who have been active in the 
construction of Libya have 
nowhere to go as Egypt and 
Lebanon which granted them 
travel documents are closed to 
them and Israel is barring 
their entry into the Gaza 
Strip. Libya's action should 
be condemned but the silence 
of Arab and foreign nations 
vis a vis this shameful act is 
also to be deplored as they 
appear to be condoning this 
crime. 

Mahmoud Rimawi, a writer 
in Al Ra'i. said while the 
expelled Egyptians and 
Sudanese can return to their 
homeland, the Palestinians 
are barred from doing so by 
the Israeli authorities and 
prevented from entering 
Egypt and Lebanon al-though 
they carry these two 
countries 1 travel documents. 

Depriving the Palesti-nians 
of the right to return and 
keeping them stranded in the 
desert or at sea is a crime that 
should be condemned by the 
world community said the 
writer. 

Mu am mar Qadhafi reali-ses 
too well that the expelled 


Palestinians will be barred 
from entering the occupied 
Arab territories in Palestine 
but he is insisting on going 
ahead with the expulsion, 
claiming that it would abort 
the Palestinian-Israeli peace 
talks, added the writer. 

He said that Israel bears a 
serious responsibility to- 
wards the Palestinian people 
whose lands it has occupied 
for decades. 1 anti therefore 
should open the door for their 
return if it means to achieve 
peace with its Arab 
neighbours. 

Taher Al Ad wan, a writer in 
Al Dustour. urged the Arab 
League to move rapidly to 
deal with the question of 
expulsions from Libya. The 
writer said that the Arab 
Nation as a whole bears the 
responsibility for the 
Palestinians whose homeland 
is still occupied and have 
nowhere to go and the Arabs 
should find a way to 
accommodate them. 

At least the arab league can 
help the expelled Pa- 
lestinians to return to the 
country where they obtained 
travel documents enabling 
them to travel to libya years 
ago. called the writer. 

It is true that Libya bears 
the prime responsibility for 
the crime against the Pa- 
lestinians. but the Arab 
Nation and Israel bear equal 
responsibility towards hel- 
ping settle these unfor-tunate 
people who have a right to be 
repatriated, concluded the 
writer. 

Al Dustour discussed the 
ongoing events in occupied 
west bank town of Hebron 
saying that Israel's in- 
transigent position and its 
procrastination are delay- 
ing the implementation of 
the second phase of the Oslo 
agreement. 

The paper referred to the 
recent brutal practices com- 
mitted by the Jewish settlers 
and the Israeli forces against 
the girl students and the 
Hebron residents and said that 
these crimes will not only 
delay the expansion of the 
Palestine self-rule but will 
also undermine the peace 
process itself. 

The paper said that the 
implementation of the se- 
cond phase is already 16 
months late and Israel is still 
undecided about pulling out 
its troops and setilers from- 
the Arab town and instead it 
is resorting to brutal force to 
quell the Arab protests. 

The paper urged the United 
States, which is sponsoring 
the Arab-Israeli peace 
process, to intervene and 
force Israel to abide by its 
commitments and honour its 
deals with the Palestinians. 

Two years have passed 
since the conclusion of the 
Oslo deal between the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation and Israel, but the 
implementation of the deal 


remains deadlocked, said 
Mohammad Kawash in Al 
Dustour. 

The writer said two years 
passed but the obstacles in 
the way of achieving a 
settlement on the ground are 
mounting, with the Israelis 
dragging their feet over the 
implementation of the ag- 
reement. 

So far Israel has rejected 
Palestinian demands for 
releasing the .Arab detainees, 
refuse# Jb rvexpfoa foe' self- 
rule- to the other- parts of ! 
occupied Palestine' and is 
holding on to its position 
vis-a-vis Jerusalem, noted the 
writer. He said that as long as 
Israel is adamant nothing can. 
be achieved and no peace will 
ever be established. 

The second anniversary of 
the Oslo agreement passed on 
September 13 but the 
Palestinians have not been 
able to achieve its second 
phase which provides for 
expanding the self-rule areas 
to include other parts of 
Palestine, said Mohammad 
Kharroub in Al Ra'i. 

What has been achieved so 
far is very little and new 
obstacles are being laid by 
the Israelis in the path of a 
settlement, like Israel's 
intention to keep troops in 
Hebron to protect the settlers 
Lhere. added the writer. 

He said that Israel’s delay in 
redeploying its troops, its 
failure to arrange for the 
Palestinians to hold elec- 
tions and its failure to re- 
lease the detained Arabs are 
causing confusion and dri- 
ving many Palestinians to a 
state of despair. 

In light of these deve- 
lopments the different Pa- 
lestinian factions ought to 
rally their ranks and end their 
petty differences and make 
determined efforts to help 
achieve their national 
aspirations. 

Hamadeh Faraaneh, a writer 
in Al Dustour, expressed the 
view that the mutual interests 
of Iraq and Jordan forced them 
to overcome their political 
differences and give pref- 
Frence to economic benefits 
and advantages which the two 
sides will reap. 

Referring to the projected 
oil pipeline from Iraq to 
Jordan which the two 
countries have approved in 
Baghdad recently, the writer 
said that the project could be 
instrumental in enhancing 
the peace between the Arabs 
and the Israelis if the pipeline 
is extended to Palestinian 
lands and rea-ches the 
Mediterranean Sea. 

Indeed, the project is 
supported by the United 
States and will benefit 
Jordan, Iraq, Palestine and 
Israel because Jordan needs 
only 70.000 barrels a day, 
while the rest can find its way 
to world markets. 

He said that it would not be 
surprising to see Ame-rican 
firms involvd in fi-nancing 
and executing the project in 


the near future. 

Criticising the United 
Nations Organisation for 
maintaining the embargo on 
Iraq. Fakhri Kawar, a writer in 
Al Dustour, said that inde- 
pendent sources have put the 
number of dead children under 
five at 529,124 in 1994 alone, 
largely due to the sanctions 
which prevent Iraq from 
selling oil to buy medicine 
and food. 

■Hie- writer said that surgical 
ofjeratI6n^~T'ari(i:4^&ratory 
tests in the Iraqi hospitals 
have declined by almost 70 
per cent due to the shortage of 
equipment and materials used 
in such operations. Noting 
that the Iraqis have carried out 
all U.N. Security Council 
resolutions, the writer said 
that there is no justification 
for the world community to 
maintain the sanctions. 

Mohammad Ibrahim Daoud, 
a writer in Al Dustour, 
supported the idea of 
Parliament member Ibrahim 
Kilani who called on the 
government to adopt a 
national education strategy. 

The writer said that the 
present members of the 
Council of Higher Edu-cation 
have failed to deal with the 
higher education question 
thus paving the way for the 
public outcry witnessed 
recently when the council 
announced the names of 
students accepted in state 
universities for the coming 
academic year. 

He said the parlia- 
mentarian's request should be 
duly considered because 
Jordan is in urgent need of a 
strategy on education which 
should be closely linked to 
the development process and 
the requirements of the local 
labour market. 

The writer urged the go- 
vernment and the Ministry of 
Higher Education in to take 
practical steps to carry out 
this strategy which Jordan 
needs to face the mounting 
challenges in social and eco- 
nomic fields. 

A writer in AJ Ra'i discussed 
the ever rising cost of living 
in Jordan, saying that there is 
a big difference between 
figures published by the De- 
partment of Statistics and the 
actual figures in the market. 

Jamal Naji said that while 
the department has been 
saying that the cost of living 
did not exceed 8.9 per cent 
between 1992 and 1995, the 
market prices speak 
otherwise. 

Die writer said that there is 
a big difference between the 
government prices as 
published in the daily press 
about basic consumer goods 
and the actual prices which 
the consumers pay. 

Calling for a revision of 
the department's figures, the 
writer said that a careful 
analysis of the prices in the 
market will reveal the facts, 
and the government can this 
take steps to deal with the. 
situation. 


To tbe Editor: 

twf ctaTUS of women in Jordan is a topic that has 
rained importance and in fact has become the centre of 
K^fiscussions. It is to be admitted that drag the past 
three years, under the unbrella of the National Platform for 
Women a lot has been achieved in the direction of 
fmraovhiS conditions for women in a community that is 
maledoimnated. Apparently, *ere a an incasing recog- 
nition and apprecia&on for the women, whose active 
Presence not only in our daily lives, but also m the 
SecSon-making circles has become a reality. Naturally, 
this is only the beginning of a long and tough road, a road 
full of obstacles and many challenges. 

At a time of dramatic global change, we sometimes feel 
out of breath in catching up with the new realities, and find 
it difficult to swiftly absorb what s new in the world of 
politics economics and advanced technology. On the other 
hand it is appalling and shocking to learn that women in 
some parts of this modem world are still exposed to cruel, 
medieval treatment and subjected to all forms of violence 
and abuse in total violation of fundamental human rights. 

The painful memories of atrocities committed against 
women in the former Yugoslavia, stiU give us the creeps 
when recalling the horrifying stories of rape camps. There, 
women were stripped of their identity and honour in acts of 
revenge. Unfortunately, history has recorded thousands of 
similar acts of extreme wickedness, something, mankind 
definitely is not to be proud of. 

The Fourth World Conference on Women, the biggest 
women gathering of its kind on issues concerning women, 
took place at a right time, at a time of social and cultural 
change. At this unique forum, hosting 181 countries, 
women spoke freely and openly, addressed and tackled 
problems of multiple dimensions and sought effective and 
rapid solutions to matters of utmost urgency. 

It is with pride and satisfaction that we followed up on 
Jordan’s participation at the conference under the lead- 
ership of H.R.H. Princess Basina. A sincere tribute goes to 
the Princess for her tireless and noble efforts in promoting 
the role and image of the Jordanian women, both on the 
local and international levels. Princess Basma's devotion to 
work for, and support the cause of women is a reflection of 
her sincere desire to enhance the status of all Jordanian 
women, by continuously encouraging full utilisation of the ; 
high potential and talent women have in store. 

Addressing the assembly. Princess Basma touched upon 
major women issues and stressed on the importance of 
persistently fighting poverty and illiteracy among women, 
especially in our region. By removing those major obsta- 
cles, the doors for equal opportunities and self- 
assertiveness will open wide for those who are ready to take 
a chance. 

Women's participation in public life, does not mean, 
disintegration of the family unit, as many tend to believe. 
On the contrary, it will add a new element and flavour to 
harmoniously balanced family ties, and will create an 
atmosphere for creativity and deeper understanding of 
each other. 

Rumiana M. Nuseibeh 

Amman 


v A bad wine year 

TotheEditor: ‘ 

I’VE ALWAYS wondered whether underground 
nuclear testing is bad for wine and if that is the reason 
why the French do not carry the tests on their own 
home soil. 

The French government, in its usual diplomatic 
grace, has been assuring everybody, specially the 
Polynesians, that the tests are perfectly safe and 
harmless to French wine. 

The Polynesians, it seems, along with the rest of 
the world, are somehow puzzled at thp country of 
love, which might be falling out of love with itself. 
I've heard about spicing up a relationship but atomics 
seems like going a bit overboard. 

The tests, one down six to go. are a routine check 
on France’s nuclear deterrent capability, as if the last 
200 were just mock trials. Since the tests are really 
not necessary we have to assume that French 
politicians have caught some sort of a virus that 
attacks their paranoid insecurities. The symptoms of 
the above disease are clearly visible in French nuclear 
policy whereby the patient exhibits a useless show of 
force to no- one in particular, aiming to remind 
everyone that France, despite a bad wine year, is still 
an ambitious second pretender to a real superpower. 
Ironically, the biggest symptom of that disease is a 
deficiency in showing any regard to world opinion. 

On the other hand, it may be that the French 
language police is behind these tests wanting to 
rediscover all the components of the atoms and give 
them proper French names instead of neutron. 1 
proton, quarks, charm or beauty. 

Naturally any other reason would indicate that the j 
French government cares about the health of its ! 
ethnic French citizens on mainland France more , 
than its Polynesian French citizens in French , 
Polynesia. For a nation that is a strong advocate of 
human and animal rights, the above reason is clearly ! 
absurd. I 


Ahmad Tabbaa 
Amman 


Silence gone to the dogs 

To the Editor: 

^ w^k-long debate on tbe "environ- 
ment ended by theend of last month without a mention of 
JEX ErS? 00 ;.? 116 envire ament "pollution" should be 
I senscs ”‘ Noise pollution is very 
I ■ believe, most difficult to avoid. Partial- 

ly istuibing is the barking of dogs. wWchare lome- 
a <w n h J ?‘£ S ' il » not possible to prevent 

noise Md^'llurin^r shooW ^ some Tules 10 thcil 

; * ^Sgwt that owners of dogs abide 

from y 1 ?™ 3 tol ap P Iy 10 correctors which state that 

1 P- m : construction should be carried 

2md 3E?S 0DS w ^ CTeb y "o nrnsic should be 
MnmrioaiiJv^«SSS 11 p,m ’ ^ “S' 0116 m the Amman 
JH3? 9, responsible, consider these sug- 

Ghazi Qubefn 
Amman 
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Rise of Jewish 
cannibals 

By Mitchell G. Bard tic process. 


Pope finds crowded spiritual market in Africa 


REMEMBER long ago — 
say, as far back as two years 
— when with barely dis- 
guised glee we used to talk 
about the Arabs turning on 
each other if they ever 
made peace with Israel? 
Without hatred of Israel as 
a unifying force, the Arab 
World could be expected to 
disintegrate as old rivalries 
provoked new conflicts. 

And the Palestinians? 
Given autonomy, they 
would engage in a civil war. 

So what has the peace 
process wrought? Most of 
the Arab states are getting 
along better than they ever 
have. It would be an over- 
statement to say the PLO 
has complete control over 
its rivals, but the prospects 
of the anticipated interne- 
cine bloodbath seem un- 
likely in the near future. 
Meanwhile, the Jews are 
responding to the mostly 
positive shifts in the region 
by moving towards anar- 
chy. 

Israel's democracy has al- 
ways had a rough-and- 
tumble quality to it that 
occasionally turned un- 
seemly, such as politicians 
calling each other Nazis. 
Things have grown much 
worse in the last year. 

Yitzhak Rabin, a re- 
spected soldier and defence 
minister, is regularly called 
a traitor, and accused of 
ignorance of Israel's secur- 
ity needs. Certain rabbis 
issue edicts that Jews in the 
army should disobey 
orders. Civil disobedience 
by settlers teeters on the 
brink of open rebellion 
against the state. Citizens 
heap scorn (and sometimes 
more) on officials, and get 
into confrontations with die 
police. 

This is a light unto the 
nations? A civilised demo- 
cracy? The culmination of 
the Zionist dream? 

The insanity has spilled 
over to the U.S. A few 
months ago, a minister of 
the Israeli government, 
albeit a controversial one, 
was physically attacked by 
an American Jew. Pro- 
Israel organisations are 
picketing the Israeli embas- 
sy in Washington. 
Armchair quarter-backs 
attempt to call plays affect- 
ing Israeli security from 
their Lazy-Boys 10,000 km. 
away. 

The zealots can rational- 
ise that their actions are 
only a response to the out- 
rages of terrorists, but that 
is disingenuous. Much of 
the behaviour has no direct 
relationship to Arab ex- 
tremists; rather, it reflects 
contempt for the democra- 


The attitude is typified by 
right-wing American Jews 
who have adopted the posi- 
tion that It’s okay to attack 
the Israeli government pub- 
licly as long as their critic- 
ism is justified — a deter- 
mination they alone are 
qualified to make. 

Some Israelis are impa- 
tient with a system that will 
not allow them to alter the 
course of the elected gov- 
ernment. They will have an 
opportunity a year from 
now to “throw the rascals 
out." But Mr. Rabin is 
creating “facts on the 
ground,” they whine. 

Where have I heard that 
complaint before? 

Critics may justly say Mr. 
Rabin was not elected with 
a mandate to take all the 
steps be has to achieve 
peace with Israel's neigh- 
bours. But leaders rarely 
are given such clear signals, 
and their courage to formu- 
late and implement policies 
that are not immediately 
popular often distinguishes 
statesmen from political 
hacks. 

Even with the unease in 
Israel, polls do not show a 
counter mandate for the 
right's agenda. Binyamin 
Netanyahu's position in the 
polls oscillates, and the 
right-wing parties show no 
signs of winning the kind of 
overwhelming victory in the 
Knesset that the Republi- 
cans achieved in the U.S. 
Congress. 

We are now in a free fall, 
descending so rapidly to- 
wards political and perhaps 
moral collapse that the 
trend may be irreversible. 
No leader who can reunite 
the country or restore faith 
in the democratic system 
has appeared on the hori- 
zon. If anything, the pros- 
pect of divided government 
with a prime minister of one 
party and a Knesset major- 
ity from the opposition may 
accelerate the disintegra- 
tion. 

Has Zionism reached its 
zenith?. A re Jews sosecure . 
we can afford to cannibalise 1 
ourselves? 

Perhaps during this year 
of celebrating the histoiy of 
Jerusalem, it would be wise 
to reflect on what happened 
to our people during the 
last 3,000 years, when we 
lost our moral compass and 
became divided. 

The writer is a foreign poli- 
cy analyst in Washington, 
D.C. and author of The 
Water's Edge and Beyond: 
Defining the Limits to 
Domestic Influence on U.S. 
Middle East Policy. The 
article is reprinted from the 
Jerusalem Post. 


U.N. halts strikes on Serbs 

(Continued from page 1) 




cautioned that said the move 
towards peace will fail unless 
world leaders help com- 
batants overcome mutual dis- 
trust. 

The talks come at a critical 
juncture in peace efforts. The 
NATO raids, designed to 
force the Serbs to end their 
siege of Sarajevo, helped to 
produce an accord last week 
among Bosnia's warring par- 
ties over a possible future 
> political arrangement. 

' Bosnian Serb leader Rado- 
van Karadzic and military 
commander Gen. Ratko Mla- 
dic went to Belgrade to sign 
the agreement on Sarajevo in 
the presence of President Slo- 
bodan Milosevic of Serbia, a 
U.N. statement said. 

Mr. Milosevic, the most 
powerful politician in the re- 
gion and no relation to the 
■Serb general, is negotiating 
for the Bosnian Serbs. 

Some U.N. officials have 
criticised the section on 
heavy weapons withdrawal as 
too soft. Although NATO 
and the United Nations had 
originally demanded that 
Serbs pull back all weapons 
with a caliber greater than 
12.7 millimetres, the deal 
permits Serbs to keep artil- 
lery up to 100 millimetres 
around the city. 

The concession was sure to 
be seized on by critics who 
will accuse the international 
community of blinking once 
again in a confrontation with 
the Serbs. 

.The rebels seemed happy 
yyith the deal. Momcilo Kra- 
41 hsnik, the top aide to Mr. 
Karadzic, said it was the first 
step towards the “just divi- 
n on of Sarajevo." 

Serbs want pan of the 
capital and refused the ori- 
g*nal i demand for a total 
b^vy weapons withdrawal, 
s ®ytog it would leave sections 
or the city they hold unpro- 
tected. The government in- 


sists on having all of 
Sarajevo. 

“Should the Muslims 
attack Serb Sarajevo, our 
army will have to activate its 
heavy weapons, which wili 
not be far away,” Mr. Krajis- 
nik told SKNA, the Bosnian 
Serb news agency. 

Under the terms of the 
agreement, the Bosnian gov- 
ernment was to refrain from 
offensives in or around 
Sarajevo. 

NATO bombing was to be 
suspended for 72 hours be- 
ginning Thursday. If the 
Serbs renege on the accord, 
the airstrikes are to resume. 
If the Serbs comply, the air- 
strikes will be suspended for 
an additional 72 hours to 
permit them to finish relocat- 
ing their heavy weapons. 

The Serbs pulled some 
heavy weapons out of the 
Sarajevo area once before, in 
February 1994, in response to 
a NATO ultimatum. That 
quieted the shelling of 
Sarajevo for months, but 
when no peace plan was put 
in place, Serbs raided U.N. 
depots where their weapons 
were stored and took them 
back. 

Mr. Holbrooke's plan 
would give the Sarajevo gov- 
ernment and its Croat allies 
51 per cent of Bosnia, and the 
Serbs, who now have about 
two-thirds, would get 49 per 
cent. There still is broad dis- 
agreement on who gets what 
land. 

Government forces and 
allied Croats advanced rapid- 
ly in western Bosnia this 
week, capturing several 
towns that likely would be 
given to them in a peace deal. 
Croatian and Bosnian media 
reported the two armies Unk- 
ing up Friday at Ostrelj. near 
Bosanski Petrovac. 

U.N. officials say the 
Serbs, realising they will have 
to give up some land, may be 


By Nicholas Kotch 

Reuter 

NAIROBI — Pope John 
Paul will enter an in- 
creasingly crowded spiritual 
market-place this week 
when be begins his 11th 
visit to Africa. 

The Vatican counts near- 
ly 100 million of the conti- 
nent's 700 million people as 
Roman Catholics. 

But the ranks of other 
religions are swelling as fast 
or even faster. Islam, Pro- 
testant denominations and 
countless Christian-inspired 
sects all report that business 
is booming. 

“If you look weU into an 
African you will find that be 
is the only person in the 
world who knows that God 
is alwajrs with him," said 
Jose Chipenda, the general 
secretary of the All Africa 
Conference of Churches 
(A ACC), explaining the 
grip of spirituality in the 
continent. 

With each religion claim- 
ing a rush of converts, the 
issue for the Vatican is 
perhaps less about the 
quantity of its followers 
than about the quality of 
their faith. 

The Pope will address 
that subject throughout his 
visit to Cameroon, South 
Africa and Kenya from 
Sept. 14-20. 

He cannot avoid the birth 
control issue in the conti- 
nent which bolds most of 

Libya said to 
stop expulsions 

(Continued from page 1) 
prices and export them to 
their own country," he ex- 
plained to the French- 
language L’Orient-Le Jour. 

But be said the 480 Palesti- 
nians who had returned to 
Lebanon could be allowed 
back to Libya, “depending 
on arrangements to settle the 
presence of the foreign work- 
force." 

Women adopt 
declaration 

. ..(Continued, from page 1) 

on abortion and contracep- 
tion. 

Conservative Islamic coun- 
tries. including Iran, Sudan 
and Yemen, had opposed 
that definition of rights, 
which could be interpreted to 
safeguard single parents or 
same-sex parents. 

In a final blow to the hosts, 
Ms. Brundtland did not hesi- 
tate to embarrass China, cri- 
ticising “zealous security” 
along with police harassment 
and lack of visas to many 
women who had wanted to 
attend the U.N. conference 
and a parallel grassroots 
meeting that drew more than 

30.000 people to Beijing. 

making tactical withdrawals 
instead of fighting for the 
towns. 

Meanwhile an estimated 

90.000 Serbs have beer 
forced to flee their homes 
across Bosnia as their soldiers 
retreat, international relief 
workers said. 

Serb authorities were 
scrambling to accommodate 
the tide of refugees and 
issued desperate, unpre- 
cedented appeals for aid to 
the United Nations, they 
said. 

Many Serb civilians suspect 
the military reversals are pan 
of a secret plan by Bosnian 
Serb leaders to give up terri- 
tory they will have to cede 
under the peace agreement, 
preferring to portray the los- 
ses as forced by battle. 

Arafat, Peres 

(Continued from page 1) 

Mr. Peres said Hebron re- 
mained the toughest issue. 
"Finding a solution for the 
situation in Hebron is like 
making eggs from an omlet- 
te," the Maariv daily quoted 
him as saying. 

In Friday's clashes, hun- 
dreds of Palestinians chanting 
“Settlers out” and “Allahu 
Akbar" hurled stones at sol- 
diers in hit-and-run battles in 
downtown Hebron. 

Troops fired several bullets 
in the air and wielded their 
clubs, but otherwise showed 
unusual restraint. They 
apparently were under orders 
to prevent casualties during a 
sensitive stage in the Israel- 
PLO negotiations. 

In one incident, soldiers 
were showered with rocks as 
they climbed onto the roof of 
the Palestinian economics 
ministry to remove a Palesti- 
nian flag. 

In another confrontation, a 
dozen soldiers surrounded 
Alia Hospital in downtown 
Hebron after stone throwers 
ran into the building to avoid 
anrest. 


the records for the dumber 
of AIDS sufferers, child 
mothers and multiple pre- 
gnancies. 

But his principal mission 
is to proclaim the results of 
last year’s African Synod 
held at the Vatican. The 
Synod’s key message was 
that African Catholics must 
continue to Evangelise but 
in ways that are adapted to 
the culture of their peoples 
and no longer welded to the 
church's European roots. 

Yet this adaptation must 
not make unacceptable con- 
cessions to traditional anim- 
ist beliefs — “rosary in the 
morning, witchcraft in the 
evening,” in the words of 
one bishop. 

“(The Pope) is coming to 
launch us on the work of 
the Evangelising mission of 
the church in Africa." said 
Father Peter Lwaminda, 
secretary general of the 
Eastern African Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference. 

“In a sense, this visit will 
mark the coming of age of 
the church in Africa," said 
Father Buti TThagele, his 
opposite number in south- 
ern Africa. 

But the Vatican has a 
fight on its hands for the 
souls of the poor and the 
dispossessed in Africa — 
the huge majority. Islam is 
growing in virtually every 
country, often from a tiny 
base. And Pentecostal sects 
like the Universal Church 
of the Kingdom of God, 


which packs theatres in 
Mozambique's capita! 
Maputo every week, are 
mushrooming. 

The most common theory 
is that the established 
Christian denominations 
have simply moved too far 
from the common man. 

Mr. Chipenda, whose 
AACC does not count the 
Catholic church among its 
full members,- says that the 
mainstream Christian chur- 
ches are too identified with 
Africa's small elite. 

“When you are in a situa- 
tion where those who have 
money-power, idea-power, 
political power and God- 
power seem to talk among 
themselves, of course the 
others say ‘when are we 
going to have our lead- 
ers?'” 

“It is up to us now to find 
out how we can offer lead- 
ership among those who are 
far from us.” said Mr. 
Chipenda, an Angolan Pro- 
testant. 

Matthew Kukah, head of 
the Catholic secretariat in 
Nigeria, disagrees. He says 
Christians are ex- 
perimenting but soon aban- 
don the sects when prom- 
ised miracles fail to mater- 
ialise. 

“There is a lot of motion 
without movement. It is 
part of the big search be- 
cause of the economic and 
social trauma people are 
going through,” said Mr. 
Kukah. 







Pope John Paul 


Well-travelled Christopher goes 
east, west — not south 


By George Gedda 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — For de- 
cades, American secretaries 
of state have held sump- 
tuous receptions for Latin 
American foreign ministers 
who showed up for the 
U.N- General Assembly in 
New York .each fall. This 
year,- Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher has de- 
rided not to bother. 

Things are going so well 
for the United States in 
Latin America these days 
that Mr. Christopher 
doesn’t have to pay much 
attention. In 32 months in 
office, he has been to the 
Middle East 13 times but 
has not been to Larin 
America except for a total 
of about 24 working hours 
on one quick trip to Mexico 
and two quicker trips to 
Haiti. 

Of the 79 countries he 
has visited worldwide, Mex- 
ico and Haiti are the only 


ones in the 33-nation Latin 
America-Caribbean region. 

No secretary of state has 
made a serious visit to 
South America since 
George Shultz a week there 
in 1988 three months before 
he retired. 

South America was off 
James Baker's global i- 
tinerary except for two 
four-hour visits to Col- 
ombia in 1990, neither hav- 
ing much to do with hemis- 
pheric policy- During his 
3 years in office, he found 
time to go to Bishkek, 
capital of remote Kyrgys- 
tan, but not to Buenos 
Aires. Mr. Christopher has 
been to Kazakhstan but not 
Chile. 

It would seem normal for 
an American secretary of 
state to attend the annual 
meeting of Organisation of 
American States (OAS) 
foreign ministers. But none 
has shown up since the 1989 
meeting, which Mr. Baker 
attended; lower-level offi- 
cials have been dispatched 


instead. 

Mr. Christopher was sup- 
posed to go to the June 
OAS ministerial meeting in 
Haiti but begged off at the 
last minute, hurrying home 
from Port-au-Prince be- 
cause of crises in Bosnia 
and the Middle East. 

Richard Holbrooke, the 
peripatetic assistant secret- 
ary of state for Europe and- 
chief U.S. negotiator for 
Bosnia, likes to chide his 
colleagues in the State De- 
partment's Latin America 
bureau about how easy 
their job is compared with 
his. Alexander Watson, 
Mr. Holbrooke's counter- 
part for Latin America, 
looks rested these days; Mr. 
Holbrooke doesn't. 

Perspectives in Washing- 
ton have changed dramati- 
cally since Jean Kirkpat- 
rick, then the U.S. ambas- 
sador to the United Na- 
tions, said a decade ago that 
Central America was “the 
most important region in 
the world” for the United 
States. 

Central America earned 


that status because it was 
seen as a target for Soviet- 
inspired intervention. With 
the demise of the cold war, 
however. Central America 
.has reverted to the anonym- 
ity it used to have before 
Moscow took an interest. 
(Henry Kissinger once said 
he spent no more than three 
minutes on Central Amer- 
ica ^during! iiis. tenure * as 
secretary, of^state). 

Success 'is the main 
reason Mr. Christopher and 
his predecessors have been 
able to delegate hemispher- 
ic policy to others. Not long 
ago, U.S. policy-makers 
could only dream of a Latin 
America that was ail demo- 
cratic, that shunned nuclear 
weapons, that treated dissi- 
dents with respect and that 
viewed Fidel Castro as an 
anachronism. Cuba is still 
in the Communist camp 
but, in greater or lesser 
degree, virtually ali these 
wish-list items have come to 
pass. 

Latin America is not en- 
tirely off the radar scope. 
Drug trafficking from the 


region remains a high prior- 
ity. Haiti still gets close 
attention. President Bill 
Clinton played host to a 
hemispheric summit meet- 
ing in Miami last December 
and announced his commit- 
ment to a hemisphere-wide 
free-trade pact. Last week, 
he welcomed Panamanian 
President •] Ernesto Perez 
Ballacfcrffs- tc? the Oval 
office. 

Compared with some re- 
gions, Latin America is 
almost smothered with U.S. 
attention; Mr. Christopher 
has yet to set foot in Sub- 
Saharan Africa. 

The Latin country that 
commands the most atten- 
tion is Mexico, whose presi- 
dent, Ernesto Zedillo, is 
due here in October. Mex- 
ico is a special case because 
it has one thing the others 
lack: a 2,000-mile U.S. bor- 
der. 

South America need not 
feel completely left out. Pa- 
raguay, Uruguay. Brazil 
and Chile can look forward 
to a visit next month by 
Hillary Rodham Clinton.’ 


American Jews’ 
support for peace 
process is eroding 


NEW YORK (AP) — Two 
years after Israel signed its 
historic treaty with Palesti- 
nian leaders, American Jew- 
ish support is eroding for 
Israel’s role in ongoing peace 
negotiations, according to a 
new survey. 

The survey, released Tues- 
day by the American Jewish 
Committee (AJC), found 
that American Jews still en- 
dorse the Sept. 13, 1993, pact 
by an overwhelming 92 per 
cent. But their support for 
Israel's policies has dropped 
from 84 per cent just after the 
pact was signed to 77 per cent 
a year ago and 68 per cent 
today. 

David Harris, the AJCs 
executive director, said he 
saw nothing ominous in the 
two-year downward trend 
since the signing on the 
White House lawn attended 
by Israeli leaders and Palesti- 
nian chief Yasser Arafat. But 
he said the poll findings con- 
stitute a “wake-up call” to 
Israel to explain its actions in 
the peace process to the peo- 
ple who are among its most 
fervent backers. 

At a news conference, Mr. 
Harris and AJC research 
director David Singer also 
disclosed results of a second 
poll that found that while 
most American Jews profess 
to “feel close" to Israel, only 
a third have ever been there 
and many lack “basic factual 
knowledge" of the Jewish 
state. 


Mr. Singer said that survey 
showed fewer than half of 
American Jews know details 
of Israel's creation in 1948, 
and two-thirds do not know it 
acquired the West Bank tern- 
tones in the 1967 war with 
Arabs, “even though most 
were alive at the time.” 

‘‘These findings are sur- 
prising and disappointing, 
very disappointing from a 
Jewish educational point of 
view,” Mr. Singer said. 

Mr. Singer said the poll 
found that paradoxically, 
American Jews who identify 
themselves as "very close to 
Israel'' are also most likely to 
be critical of its government's 
peace efforts. 

That is particularly true 
among orthodox Jews, who 
make up eight per cent of 
American Jewry, yet 76 per 
cent of those who visit Israel. 

A sizeable majority, 64 per 
cent, of orthodox Jews 
actually oppose the peace 
efforts by Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin’s government, 
compared io 31 who '■uppori ii. 
Among conservative, reform 
and “just Jewish" categories, 
.support for Mr. Rabin’s poli- 
cies ranges heavily the other 
way, from 77 to 57 per cent. 

The two surveys, by Mar- 
ket Facts Inc., polled a de- 
mographically balanced sam- 
ple of 1.000 American Jews 
by telephone last month. It 
had an error margin of three 
points plus or minus. 
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Parliament passes pro- foreign investor law 


By Suleiman A! Khalidi 

Reuter 


AMMAN — Jordan’s Parlia- 
ment has approved a key 
liberal investment law that 
lifts restrictions on foreign 
ownership and is aimed at 
enhancing its ability to attract 
foreign capital. 

■'TTie law will get the confi- 
dence of the foreign investors 
to invest in Jordan, it will 
create the proper climate in 
which to attract foreign invest- 
ment." Finance Minister 
Basel Jardaneh told Reuters 
after the law was passed in 
the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment. 

It was opposed by the Isla- 


mic opposition who called for 
a 49 per cent limit on foreign 
ownership, fearing domina- 
tion of Jordan's economy by 
Israeli investors. 

Under the (aw. the cabinet 
will be empowered through a 
bylaw to ease foreign own- 
ership rules and set flexible 
ceilings. 

**It will be a veiy liberal 
bylaw and the spirit of the 
bylaws is that foreign and 
domestic investors will be tre- 
ated equally with no discri- 
mination." Mr. Jardaneh 
added. 

He said that although some 


ceilings would exist, the 
scope of foreign ownership 
would be widened substan- 
tially. 

The bylaw is expected to 
be passed by the cabinet be- 
fore a regional economic 
summit in Amman in late 
October that will focus on 
investment opportunities in 
the Middle East in a new era 
of peace. 

Previous laws differenti- 
ated between a Jordanian. 
non-Arab, and Arab inves- 
tor. with a 49 per cent limit 
for non-Arab ownership in 
public firms, though 100 per 
cent stakes are allowed in 
industry. 

The law sets up an invest- 


ment authority with a "cen- 
tral role in creating the right 
investment climate" and 
guarantees international 
arbitration of disputes. 

It states "a non-Jordanian 
investor can repatriate his 
foreign capital... and what he 
has gained in profits or the 
liquidation or sale of his pro- 
ject or stock without delay 
and in convertible currency." 

New procedures will be in- 
troduced aimed at easing red 
tape and bureaucracy, with 
investors no longer needing 
government committee 
approval of projects or in- 
vestment in the stock market, 
a constant complaint of inves- 
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tors. 

The law is part of a pack- 
age of legislation that in- 
cludes a new tax law that 
reduces income taxes but 
offsets a 60 million dinar ($84 
million) fall in state revenue 
by raising a sales tax on con- 
sumption to 10 per cent. 

It cuts corporate income 


tax to 15 per cent from 40 per 
cent in priority areas such as 
mining, industry, hotels and 
hospitals. 

Tax on banks, financial, 
insurance and brokerage 
firms was cut to 35 per cent 
from 50 per cent. Other firms 
will have taxes lowered from 
40 per cent to 25 per cent. 


JORDAN TIMES. SATlJtDAY ; _SEPTEMBE^^6^995 

World Bank asks 
donor countries 
to meet promises 


Jordanian-German 
industrialists discuss- 
projects, cooperation 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Industrialists 
from ibe most industrialised 
region of Germany and Jorda- 
nian businessmen Thursday 
exchanged views on how best 
they could cooperate and 
sought common ground for 
possible joint ventures, 
licensing arrangements and 
transfer of technology. 

"Jordan was the best fruit- 
ful of our current Middle 
East visit," said Klaus Ferdi- 
nand. head of a visiting 15- 
member delegation from 
Stuttgart, said after the talks 
at the Amman Chamber of 
Industry. 

“This was an exploratory 
visit, and members of my 
delegation tell me they are 
very optimistic after the talks 
here,” added Mr. Ferdinand, 
whose team visited Israel and 
the Palestinian territories be- 
fore arriving in Jordan. The 
team flew out Friday. 

Mr. Ferdinand, managing 
director of the Stuttgart- 
based Baden Wurttemberg 
Agency for International 
Economic Cooperation, said 
"all aspects of possible coop- 
eration" — including export/ 
import, licensing agreements, 
joint ventures and setting up 
fully German-owned com- 
panies in Jordan — were 
discussed. 


It was too early to deter- 
mine specific projects, but 
several strong possibilities 
were reviewed and agreed 
upon, Amman Chamber of 
Industry officials said. 

Mr. Ferdinand described 
Thursday's meeting as "most 
effective" in that the Amman 
Chamber of Industry had 
identified Jordanian indus- 
trialists interested in specific 
areas of production and tech- 
nology and arranged for per- 
sonal contacts. “We have 
organised and attended more 
than 200 conferences, and I 
could say without any doubt 
that the Amman meeting was 
the best organised and pro- 
ductive." 

The meeting was held in 
line with an agreement that 
the Amman Chamber of In- 
dustry and the Baden- 
Wurttemberg Agency for In- 
ternational Cooperation 
signed last year. 

According to Mr. Ferdi- 
nand, Baden-Wurtemberg is 
the “most industrialised 
among the 16 federal states of 
Germany,” and there is im- 
mense potential for 
Jordanian-German industrial 
cooperation. 

“Members of my delega- 

( Continued on page 9) 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 


This magazine sags 
|f you should treat me 
less like a wife and 
If more like a girlfriend. 

\ 


Jfou want me to 
break up with you | 
and start dating 
your sister? 



BEIJING (R) — The presi- 
dent of the World Bank 
appealed to donor countries 
Friday to honour their com- 
mitments to the bank s -soft- 
loan facility, saying failure to 
do so would be a terrible 
blow to women. 

Failure by donor countries 
to come up with the money 
would jeopardise a World 
Bank plan to spend hundreds 
of millions of dollars on 
education for women in the 
next five years, James Wol- 
fensohn told the United Na- 
tions Fourth World Confer- 
ence on Women. 

The bank’s International 
Development Association 
(JDA) lends money at 
favourable rates to the 
world's poorest nations. 


whose average per csyrita * n ‘ 
year. 


come is less than 


per 


‘I am deeply concerned 
that IDA's capacity to help 
women risks being eroded by 
the possible failure of some 
countries to honour their 
commitments to its replenish- 
ment,” he said. 

Rich countries that sought 
to cut appropriations to the 
IDA were hurting the world's 
poorest women. He did not 
name any country. 

“A failure to influence the 
donors to continue IDA at 
historic levels will be a terri- 
ble blow to the achievement 
of our practical objectives." 
he said. 

Contingent on an adequate 
IDA replenishment, the bank 


expects to raise annual 
education lending by 20 per 
cent to $2.5 billion over the 
next five years, with $1.5 
billion a year going to prim- 
ary and secondary education, 
he said. 

Of this amount, 60 per 
cent, or $900 million a year, 
will go to education of girls, 
he added. 

Mr. Wolfensohn said he. 
had been impressed by 
micro-credit programmes in 
Bangladesh that had enabled 
poor women, with loans of as 
little as $100, to help their 
families escape poverty with- 
in five years. 

With other partners, the 
bank had recently set up a 
new micro-enterprise facility 
of $200 million to provide 
small loans to poor women 
entrepreneurs, with the aim 
of helping nearly eight mil- 
lion women over 10 years, he 
said. 

The bank was lending an 
average of $5 billion a year 
for projects that include mea- 
sures specifically to streng- 
then the role of women in 
development and could do a 
lot more, he said. 

At a news conference. Mr. 
Wolfensohn was asked to 
comment on a report in the 
Financial Times newspaper 
that the bank had proposed 
an $11 billion international 
trust fund to help relieve the 
debt burden of the world’s 
poorest nations. 

(Continued on page 9) 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
g by Henri Arnold and Mike Arglrlon 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 
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Yesterday's 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

Print answer here: A [Till] [ T T] 

N . - /tv . /Bk . ^IS . . /P k N- y-Tv >Tv A 

(Answers Monday) 

Jumbles: CUBIC FUZZY KITTEN SATIRE 
Answer The ■’scientific" name for a champagne 
maker — A “F1ZZ-ICIST . 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR SATUR- 
DAY 16. 1995 


ARIES: (March 21 to April IV) 
Get some uncompleted tusks 
finished ibis morning, and then 
you can enjoy something new in 
the evening for you to have some- 
success. 

TAURUS: (April 2(1 to May 2d) 
You have to deal with something 
difficult this morning. Maintain 
your cool if partners are recalcit- 
rant. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
You have many tasks tu com- 
plete this morning, hut later to- 
day get olT to he with good 
Iricnds and have fun. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) The daytime is best for 
recreation you like, and this 
evening is fine lor taking cure of 
duties at hand. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 2!) 
There is much io be completed at 
home today, so get right at it. 
rhen later tonight you can enjoy 
recreation you like. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Be sure to count your 
change while out shopping/and 
don't drop any bundles on the 
way home. Drive with care while 
on the highway. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
her 22) Take care you do not 
invest unwisely during today. 
Drive with care it' you go to sec 
go<Kl friends. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21 » Place vour ener- 
gies on gaining personal wishes 
during today. Later, you gel a 
tine idea on becoming financially 
successful. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21 1 Analyse your 
progress and know how to 'pro- 
ceed today for more success in 
vour chosen career. Later 
tonight try to gain your intimate 
aims. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 2i»l Make better 
arrangements with pals so (hat 
you gain your most cherished 
aims. Don't neglect shopping. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 1 4 D Some worldly mat- 
ter requires tact to handle prop- 
erly today, so give it just that. 
Enjoy the company of good 
friends. 

PISCES: (February 2(1 to March 
2t»J Sludv into every fncci of (hai 
new project you want to lake, 
and later today lake cure of 
uordlv affairs. 


THE Daily Crossword by Florence C. Adler 


AQROSS 
1 Indian prince 
5 Name in violins 
10 Wren or hen 

14 Type of exam 

15 Punctuation 
mark 

16 — ben Adhem 

17 Corruption 

IS Brisbane's state 

20 Moose 

21 Melody 

22 Pound and 
Stone 

23 Shun 
25 Gumbo 
27 Occupant 
29 Ulster 

33 Native of Qum 

34 Thorny 

35 One: Fr. 

36 Record 

37 Tilt 

38 Recipe word 

39 Devoured 

40 “ — of Two 
Cilies" 

41 Natatoriums 

42 Bouquets 

44 Java 

45 Willie Of 
baseball 

46 Inexpensive 

47 spot 

50 Jog 

51 Once around the 
track 

54 Legendary 
sovereign 

57 Medieval war 
club 

58 Take — leave it 

59 Eat away 

60 U.S. satellite 

61 Nol any 

62 Begets 

63 Adolescent 

DOWN 

1 Wander at 
random 

2 Seed covering 

3 Upstart 

4 Slout 

5 Absolve 

6 Hillock 

7 Nautical word 
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8 Digit 

9 Traveler's 
stopover 

10 French novelist 

11 Construction 
piece 

12 Columnist 

Barrett 

13 Lemons 

19 Crowd together 
21 Singer Tennille 

24 Weathercock 

25 Sheeplike 

26 Artist Rockwell 

27 Industrial giant 
26 Muse of poetry 

29 Certain gems 

30 Inappropriate 

31 Like an old 
woman 

32 Succinct 

34 Overwhelms, as 
with laughter 
37 Remain 
36 Divan 

40 Capital of Guam 


[51 152 53 


Thursday’s puzzle solved 



43 One* who flees £ » hu r 

44?lS Un,,Y 52 Yeam 

46 Coarse “ ^ k ' lled la 

47 Hide 5! Th'ng. , n | a , 

46 Josip Broz £ CaS 
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A review H 
of economic news n 
from the Arabic press 11 

AlSalt 
municipality 
unable 
to pay staff 
salaries 

<r* THE SALT municipal 
council recommended to the 
minister of municipal and ru- 
ral affairs the suspension of 
the 161 employees who were 
employed at the municipality 
from the beginning of this 
year. The council was forced 
to make the recommendation 
as the municipality was 100 
per cent in financial deficit. 
The head of the municipality 
said the council had to bor- 
row money to pay the staff 
for July and August but can- 
not continue to borrow to pay 
the salaries of excess staff 
who were appointed hapha- 
zardly under different pre- 
texts and considerations (A1 
Ra’i). 

☆ ☆ OWNERS OF public 
restaurants have sought their 
association's intervention 
with the Ministry of Supply to 
reconsider rhe prices which 
are no longer covering the 
costs of hommos and other 
products. Consumers have 
recently noticed that public 
restaurants are serving hom- 
mos of lower quality in order 
to keep selling at the fixed 
price of 250 fils a plate. Other 
restauranteurs resorted to in- 
crease prices in violation of 
the ministry’s instructions, to 
compensate for higher prices 
of raw material and ingre- 
dients. For example, the 
price of tahineh has gone up 
from JD 0.600 per kilogram-^ 
me to JD 17450 arid the inter-"' 
national price of sesame had 
risen from JD 600 per tonne 
to JD 1,100 per tonne. The 
price of chickpeas had gone 
up from JD 450 per tonne to 
JD 1.050 per tonne (Al Ra’i). 

** JORDANIAN AND 
Palestinian businessmen are 
contemplating the establish- 
ment of the first joint 
Jordanian-Palestinian com- 
pany in the agricultural sec- 
tor.' The capital is proposed 
to be JD 5 million equally 
divided between the two 
sides. There has been no 
agreement yet on the location 
of the company but it will 
have two main branches in 
Jordan and Palestine in addi- 
tion to a permanent office in 
Europe. The main objective 
of the company is to market 
Jordanian and Palestinian 
produce in Arab countries 
and Europe (Al Dustour). 

☆☆ A NUMBER of com- 
panies and businessmen from 
Jordan and the West Bank 
have completed procedures 
required to set up a public 
shareholding company, to be 
- known as the Golden Wheat 
Mills Company, with a JD 7 
million capital. According to 
> Nabil Rabah, head of the 
4 founding committee, the 
mills will have a production 
rapacity of 300 tonnes a day 
in the first stage with the 
possibility of increasing it to 
450 tonnes per day. Mr. 
Rabah said the founders have 
covered 50 per cent of the 
capital and the remaining 
amount will be floated within 
the coming few weeks for 
public subscription. He 
added that all studies and 
research related to the pro- 
ject have been completed and 
licences have been obtained 
to implement the project 
which is expected to start 
production in late 1996. 
Among the investors in the 
project are the Housing 
Bank, the Union Bank for 
Saving and Investment, the 
Union Financial Investments 
Company and the Arab In- 
vestors Company. 

** RAJAB AL Saad. 
general manager of the In- 
dustrial Development Bank, 
has been elected chairman of 
the National Petroleum Com- 
pany, which has been official- 
9 ly registered with a JD 20 
million capital. The company 
is now in the process of ac- 
quiring the assets of the pet- 
roleum department at the 
Natural Resources Authority 
and transferring the technical 
cadres. The assets of the de- 
partment have been valued at 
JD 15 million and were consi- 
dered as in-kind contribution 
to the capital. I AlAswaq). 


Industrialists 
discuss ties 
with 

Germans 

(Continued Grom page 8) 

tion represent small- and 
medium-sized companies 
which are keen to launch 
operations in the Middle 
East, and they feel that Jor- 
dan could be an ideal place to 
start," said Mr. Ferdinand. 

He affirmed that the out- 
look was not limited to the 
Jordanian market, but in- 
cludes Israel and the Palesti- 
nian territories as well as Iraq 
at a later stage. 

Mr. Ferdinand said that 
the delegation found that Jor- 
dan had all the advantages 
over Israel — where s tan-up 
and production costs are high 
— and the Palestinian terri- 
tories — which lack infras- 
tructure. 

"We are not discussing big 
projects," said Mr. Ferdi- 
nand. “We are focusing on 
small- and medium-size pro- 
jects where German technol- 
ogy, equipment and experi- 
ence could be used to help 
Jordanians." 

Possibilities are also there 
of German capital invest- 
ments in joint’ ventures, "but 
these need close discussions 
between the partners con- 
cerned*' over financing 
arrangements and the nature 
of the venture, he added. 


Bank tells 
donors to 
provide 
funds 

(Continued from page 8) 

He said the report was 
based on the leak of a staff 
discussion document and did 
not represent official policy, 
which was still at the drafting 
stage. 

The bank needed to have a 
dear policy on the debt issue, 
,'he said, addmgjha.t- he did; 
■ not know when' such a policy 
might be announced: 

Asked about effects of 
World Bank-mandated 
structural adjustment policies 
on Africans, he said it was 
inaccurate to blame the bank 
for every problem of Africa 
and said it was important to 
have a sound macro- 
economic framework. 

“I am sure we have made 
many mistakes," he said, 
adding that development was 
difficult and the bank was 
ready (p work with those 
‘inside ' and outside govern- 
ment to improve its work, 


Turnover up, prices steady at AFM 


By a Jordan Times 

Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Turnover went 
up this week at the Amman 
Financial Market (AFM) but 
prices held largely steady de- 
spite efforts by speculators to 
hike them after Parliament 
endorsed an income tax law 
and a liberal investment law, 
brokers said Thursday. 

“Investors had already 
taken positions ahead of the 
endorsement of the draft laws 
and amendments and, as a 
result, prices could be held 


firm during the week," said 
an AFM broker. "The in- 
crease in turnover was largely 
a result of investors switching 
positions with little effect on 
the positions.” 

The weekly AFM report 
said total volume for the 
week was 10.5 million dinars 
($14.45 million) up 150 per 
cent from the previous 
week's 4.2 million dinars 
($5.83 million). 

The official AFM index 
based on 60 of the 120 com- 
panies listed in the market 


dosed at 156.1 points, down 
0.3 per cent or 0.2 per cent 
from the week's Opening- 

Average daily trading was 
2.1 million dinars ($2.9 mil- 
lion), compared with the pre- 
vious week's 800.000 dinars 
($1.11 million). 

Industrials accounted for 
the bulk of the trading with a 
volume of 4.8 million dinars 
for the week ($6.67 million), 
or 45.7 per cent, followed by 
commercial banks with 3.4 
million dinars or 33.4 per 
cent, the services sector with 


2.1 million dinars (S2.91 mil- 
lion). or 22 per cent, and 
insurance stocks with 200,000 
dinars or 1.9 per cent. 

Separate sector indices 
showed that services sector 
shares gained 0.9 per cent, 
while insurance lost 0.9 per 
cent, industrials slipped by 
0.4 per cent and commercial 
banks by 0.2 per cent. 

The AFM -report said 
stocks of 93 companies were 
involved in the week's tradin- 
ing, with 43 companies dos- 
ing with gains, 43 with losses 


and seven remaining un- 
changed. 

Brokers, who cannot be 
identified by name under 
standing market regulations, 
said the market had per- 
formed well during the week 
after investors were assured 
that there was no break in 
Jordanian-Iraq trade and 
economic links after the Aug. 
8 defection to Jordan of a 
high-ranking Iraqi official 
and Jordan's decision to 
grant him asylum. 

“The focus was strictly on 
local factors this week, after 


Parliament endorsed the in- 
come tax law, which drops a 
15 per cent capital tax on 
profits made at the AFM, the 
investment law, which offers 
high incentives for capital in- 
vestments." said a broker. 

Dozens of companies are 
poised to announce new ven- 
tures and Capital increases 
after the endorsement of the 
new laws. 

Brokers expected prices 
and turnover to go up next 
week after the formal 
announcements of new issues 
by established companies. 
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MAB fluutx PIC 

JORDAN NATIONAL BANK 

BANK OP JORUATl 

MIDDLE EAST INVESTMENT BANS. 

iMWfifittAL Development ewer. 

THE ROUSING BANK 

JORDAN KUWAIT HANK 

JORDAN GULF BANK 

ANAS JORDAN INVESTMENT BANK 

JORDAN ISLAMIC DAME 

xmiOR HANK ran SAVlnG £ IMYESTHBNT 

BUSINESS BANK 

JORDAN INVESTMENT A FINANCE DANK 
BEIT ELHAL SAVINOA JNVMTKliHT FOR ROUSING 
AMMAN BANK FOH INVESTMENT 
ARAB BANKING CORPORATION /JORDAN 
PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT BANK. 

BANKS SE-CZOR 


JORDAN INSURANCE 
ARABIAN SNAS INSURANCE 
GEMERAL ARAItfA TNSURAHCB 
JORDAN FRENCH INSURANCE 
ARAB LI Tt k ACCIDENT ZKSORANCP- 
JORDAX GULF INSURANCE. 
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TUE JORDAN WORSTED MILLS 

ARAB rHARKACSVTjCAL MANUFACTURING 

JORDAN CERAMIC INDUSTRIES 

JOnnXB TVATUY 

THE JORDAN PIPES MANUFACTURING 
SPINNING £ WEAVING 
RAPIA INDUSTRIES 

OAR AL DANA DEVELOPMENT k INVESTMENT 

ARAB ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY 

LIVESTOCK £ POULTRY 

■ARAB PAP UK CONVERTING £ TRADING 

NATIONAL STEEL INDUSTRY 

NATIONAL INDUSTRIES 

INTERMEDIATE PETRO -CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN ROCKWOOL TIU3UUTKIBD 

UNIVERSAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

ALADDIN INDUSTRIES 

JORRAN WOOD INDUSTRIES / JWlCO 

NATIONAL CABLE £ WIPE MANUFACTURING 

JORDAN SULPHO- CHEMICALS 

ARAB CKHXSK FGR FHAKMi t CHEMICALS 

XAWTHER INVESTMENT 

UNIVERSAL MODERN INIMISTRIKS 

J OR DAB INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES CO. 

JORDAN NEW CABLE COMP AMT 
INTERNATIONAL TOBACCO £ CIGARETTES 
UNION CHEMICAL fi VEGATIXDLE OJT. inuuSTRI 
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0.7100 

Sttrimc Pound 
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Furnished Apartment 
For Rent 

In Um Uthaina, 3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, . 
ground floor, telephone. 
Other apartments andi 
villas 

Fumished/unfumished for 
rent or sale 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Tel: 810605, 810609, 810520 
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'•ftfS? 0 


14/9/1995 


Currency 
Bahraini Dinar 
Leb an o n Lira* 
Saudi Rfrnl 
Kmibi Dinar 
QaUrl ftfrnl 
Egyptian Pound 
Omani Riyal 
UAE Difhatn 
Gntk Drachma 0 
Cypriot Pound 
* tv wo 


Did 

Offer 

1.8330 

1.3955 

0.048600 

0.64451 



Z.Z950 

2.3355 

0.79S4 

0 . 1967 

0.2000 

0.2130 

F.3S05 

1-8590 

0.1943 

0-J9I3 

0.2925 

0.3350 

1.5325 

1.6125 


DOLLAR 


RENTACAR 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession on the London foreign exchange and 
bullion markets Friday. 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 

TeL- 693399 


AVIS 

RENTACAR 


^p^^lTaf.O.TEL 
^SECURITY 
Jr HOSPITALITY 
40 ^ GASTRONOMY 

All Suites Hotel 

FLAT .O. TEL 
4-jL1.aH 4-aJ»yi 

863944 - 81—0 


CROWN 


OLYMPIC SIZE i 
SWIMMING POOL" 


(%een& 

cafe- 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE 1 

Sweifiyeh 


SniHORAK 

Professional Quality] in 
1 Hour Service / 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO phot# 
sto 30% toner 


Free enlurfe- 
«* 20 x 30 em 


Bank. PhoneTSWtM 
Swcfieh tek 823891 


REAL ESTATE 

Deluxe Villas 
& Apartments 
in Amman 


1® 

mm 


Advertisement 


SZECHWAN EARB&NS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 


* TENNIS COURT 

* HEALTH CLUB 

* SAUNAA JACUZZI, 


TEL 794180 

ML “ ow « 805843 >690157 
RADIO & TV STATION HD. 







| OpmllJB-SJUkM-tmtr | 

TMw «wy Is mnHahim 

Shat AMrsb Street 
Um un*W> Conwmctai CMn 

TeL: 881174 

-ttoce lasted AhwtfSiwteL 


Tel. 864230 
Fax. 864231 




MING-SHiNG 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking. 

Best Sen/ice, 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar ■ American 
Embassy Str. nearBaytum 
Housing Estate 
Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 path . 

6:30 - 11:30 pjn. 


tym in rfmm 


One U.S. dollar 

1.3634/44 

Canadian dollar 


1.4906/16 

Deutschemarks 


1.6698/08 

Dutch guilders 


1.2148/58 

Swiss francs 


30.66/70 

Belgian francs 


5.1358/08 

French francs 


1614.4/5.4 

Italian lire 


103.52/62 

Japanese yen 


7.1570/70 

Swedish crowns 


6.5050/00 

Norwegian crowns 


5.7730/80 

Danish crowns 

One sterling 

$1.5470/80 


One ounce of gold 

$385.20/385.70 



j Abdullah Gardens 
TeL 699420 . 
816499 


^Deluxe Furnished _ 

c c 

irand Unfurnished H 
LL Villas apartments ^ 
Sand office Space § 

EE EE 

oTo Suit all Budgets p 

U. Ll_ 

681113 688816 

For Rent - For Rent 



CRySTAl/ 


'^furino 

YES U CAN 
TURINO ! ! 


Quality Furnished Suites 

One and Two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 


Exclusive yet 
affordable 

With Self & Nowfal 
QweJfiyeh 863944 



,-N 












10 


Sports 


■> ~ 1 



JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 1995 


' •• 


, I • 

1 *- ; 






Anand presses hard, but 
3rd game ends in deadlock 


NEW YORK (AP) — World 
chess champion Garry' Kas- 
parov fought off a fierce 
attack Thursday from Vis- 
wanathan Anand in the third 
game of their championship 
match, leaving the challenger 
to concede a draw after 36 
moves. 

It was the third consecutive 
deadlock in the 20-game Pro- 
fessional Chess Association 
Championship, leaving the 
score tied (1 to I). A half 
point is awarded to each play- 
er for a drawer. 

Kasparov, playing black, 
was on the defensive 
throughout the game as 
Anand pressed hard to cap- 
ture the first victory. Indeed, 
many experts said Anand, 
playing with the advantage of 
the white pieces, may have 
missed a winning sequence to 
rip open Kasparov's defences 
on the 20th move. 

“It was very dangerous,” 
Kasparov told reporters after 
the game, which lasted just 
over three hours. “It was hot 
easy today.” 

Australian grandmaster 
lam Rogers said: “Anand 
missed a great chance." 

The opening of the game 
mirrored their first encounter 
Monday, until Anand broke 
away on move 12 and man- 
oeuvred his queen to attack 
Kasparov's king. 

By move 19. Anand broke 
open the centre, but after 
missing his opportunity Kas- 
parov was able to trade off 
Anand's dangerous pieces 
and reach a draw. 

Kasparov, 32, of Russia, is 
favoured to retain the title he 
has held since 1985. But he 
said he wasn't too surprised bv 
the even start to the match 
with the 25-year-old Anand. 
of India. 

“It will be a very tough and 
long match. It’s just the be- 
ginning,” Kasparov said. 

Asked whether the three 
consecutive draws would 
cause the public to lose in- 



World chess champion Garry Kasparov from 
Russia holds his head in his hands as he 
contemplates a move in the World Chess 


Championship against India’s Vurwanathan 
Anand (AFP photo) 


terest in the five-week match, 
Kasparov referred to the re- 
cent biink-of-an-eye boxing 
match between Mike Tyson 
and Peter McNeeley. 

“It’s better to make three 
draws than to finish a match 
in 89 seconds,” Kasparov 
said, referring to Tyson’s 
swift knockout. 

Danish international Mas- 


cordially invites you to a unique 
exhibition of photographs on Aqaba 
underwater life, entitled 

BENEATH THE WAVES 

BY 

JULIA REINHOLT 

On display 18th through 30th Sept 1995 
Open daily 8 am. - 7 pm. except Friday 
The Gallery, located off the main lobby 
at Hotel Intercontinental Jordan, 
Jebal Amman. Tel 641361 Ext 2183. 


ter Bjarke Christensen said 
Kasparov had thus far shown 
no superiority over Anand. 
The games stand in contrast 
to Kasparov’s last title -de- 
fence against British grand- 
master Nigel Short in London 
in 1993, when Kasparov blew 
his opponent away with three 
victories in the first four 
games and Short never reco- 
vered. 

But against Anand, "it 
looks like a match between 
equal pljiyerfV*’ . Christensen 
said. 


Game four was scheduled 
for Friday. 

The games are played in a 
specially designed sound- 
proof booth on the 107th 
floor of the World Trade 
Centre. 

The championship employs 
a best-of-20 game format, 
with the winner being the 
first player to get 10.5 points, 
a win scores a full point. 

In the event of a 10-10 ti?, 
Kasparov retains his title. 
_JFhe'Wfcmer<get&$i million* 
the loser 5500,000. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Independent first floor apartment with garden and 
independent garage, consisting of 2 bedrooms, 
spacious kitchen guest room, sitting & dining room, 
maid’s room, glassed-in veranda, independent central 
heating with telephone. Very good furniture. 
Please call: 665711, 664256 


FOR RENT 

Deluxe Furnished Or Unfurnished Building 
Suitable For Embassy 

or diplomatic missions, big companies or as big 
apartments of 4 bedrooms, each with beautiful view 
on Mecca St. ( Al-Rabia) 

Tel.: 836700 


European soccer teams 
back to the ‘bread and butter 


PARIS (AFP) — Europe’s 
elite clubs return to the 
bread-and-butter business of 
domestic football this 
weekend — and in Germany 
several teams will be eager to 
erase the memory of mid- 
week humiliation. 

Bayern Munich, who 
crashed to a shock 1-0 defeat 
at home against unrated 
Lokomotive Moscow in the 
UEFA Cup on Tuesday, 
hope to put the result behind 
them when they face Kaisers- 
lautern away. 

The German pacesetters, 
who have made a dream start 
to the league season scoring 
fifteen and conceding only 
four goals in their five con- 
secutive victories, are cur- 
rently five points dear of 
closest rivals Moenchenglad- 
bach. 

Against Kaiserslautern, 
who lost their UEFA Cup 
first-leg away to Slovan Bra- 
tislava. Bayern will again be 
without Jean-Pierre Papin. 
The French striker, absent 
against Lokomotive Moscow, 
has been given compassion- 
ate leave by the club to 
accompany his five-year-old 
daughter Emily to New York 
where she is to receive special 
medical treatment. 

Borussia Dortmund, out- 
dassed 3-1 at home in the 
Champions’ League by Ita- 
lian opponents Juventus. will 
be hoping for a better show- 
ing in front of their fans when 
they play Stuttgart on Satur- 
day. Last year's German 
Champions have made a dull 
start to the season with only 
two victories from their five 
matches. 

Friburg, who lost their 
home UEFA Cup match 
against Slavia Prague 2-1 and 
who are struggling at the foot 
of the table with only one win 
so far. look to have another 
tough match ahead of them 
when they face Werder Bre- 
men. 

In Italy Juventus. Lazio 
and AC Milan look to protect 
100 per cent records. 

Juventus. with eight goals 
in their two matches and with 
captain Gianluca Vialli dis- 
playing some of his best form 
irumoths. start hoi favourites 
for another big win when 
they play hosts to Vicence. 


UNFURNISHED 
HOUSE FOR RENT 

Second floor of a villa, 
consists of 3 bedrooms, 
3 salons, 2 bathrooms, 
kitchen, central heating 
and telephone with all 
separated services. 
Annual rent JD 5,500 
Location : Jabal Amman, 
4th Circle. 

Please call 
641378, 641747 



SEMI VILLAS FOR RENT 


Each consisting of four Bedrooms (two 
master bedrooms), Large salons, sitting 
room, dining room, servant’s quarter, large 
kitchen with breakfast veranda, washing 
room, private office, large terrace over- 
looking the garden, deluxe finishing with 
ate 



ANNONCE 

A L’OCCASION DE SA VlSriE EN JORDANIE, LE 
MIN1STRE DES AFFAIRES ETRANGERES, M. 
HERVE DE CHARETTE, RECEVRA LA 
COMMUNAUTE FRANCAISE A LA RESIDENCE DE 
FRANCE, 35 ZAHRAN STREET, DJEBEL AMMAN, 
LE LUND1 18 SEPTEMBRE 1995 DE 19H00 
A 20H00. 

LES RESSORTISSANTS FRAN£A!S RESIDANT 
EN JORDANIE SONT PRIES DE VENIR AVEC UNE 
PIECE D'IDENTITE RETIRER LEURS CARTONS 
D'INVITATION AU POSTE DE GARDE DE LA 
CHANCELLERY, MUTANABI STREET A PART1R 
DU SAMEDI 16 SEPTEMBRE 1995. 


AC Milan, whose invest- 
ment in bringing quicksilver 
Liberian frontrunner 
Georges Weah from Paris St. 
Germain is paying handsome 
dividends, will get Sunday's 
star billing in a tough away 
fixture at AS Rome. 

Lazio are also away to Bari 
who will be looking for their 
firat success of the season. 

In Spain, something, will 
have to give when Athletic 
Bilbao face Atletico Madrid. 
Both clubs top the table after 
winning both of their opening 
matches and Saturday's clash 
is rich in promise. So far the 
two sides have scored four- 
teen goals between them. 

Athletic Bilbao. 2-1 win- 
ners when they played an 
over-complacent Real Mad- 
rid away last weekend, will 
be hoping Ciganda and 
Echeverria can again be on 
target in front of their home 
fans. 

Elsewhere Espanol. 4-1 


away winners against Tener- 
ife last time out" are at home 
to Albacete. 

In France, pacesette 
Paris St. Germain, made 
look awkward and ordinary 
despite a 3-2 win over Norwe 
gian minnows FK Molde in : 
first-leg European Cup win 
ners Cup clash on Thursday 
will again be without injured 
international goalkeeper Ber- 
nard Lama when they face 
Montpellier away on Sunday 

Nantes, who produced ; 
plucky goalless draw at home 
in the Champions League 
against FC Porto, have had to 
remodel their defence for a 
home match against Guing- 
amp on Saturday. 

Manager Jean-Claude 
Suaudeau. who has had to 
rule out Eddy Capron (in 
jury) and Benoit Cauet and 
Laurent Guyot (suspension), 
is expected to welcome back 
Jean-Miche! Ferri and 
Reynald Pedros. 


European Cup Winners results 

Celtic (Scotland)- Dynamo Batumi (Georgia) 3-2 
Dynamo Moscow (Russia)- Ararat (Armenia) 3-1 
Parma (Italy)-FC Teuta Duresi (Albania) 2-0 
Hradec Kralove (Czech Republic)-FC Copenhagen 5-0 
Lokomotive Sofia (Bnlgaria>-Halmstads BK (Sweden) 3-1 
Real Zaragoa (Spin)-Inter Bratislava (Slovakia) 2-0 
Feyenoord (Netherlands) -Dag Liep^ja (Latvia) 7-0 
Deportivo Coruna (Spaint-Apoel (Nicosia) 0-0 
AEK Athens ( Greece >-S ion (Switzerland) 2-0 
Zalgiris Vilnius (Lithuania )-Trabzonspor (Turkey) 2-2 
Club Brugge (BdgiumVShaktyor Donetsk (Ukraine) 1-0 
Rapid Vienna (Austria)-Petrolul Ploiesti (Romania) 3-1 
Borussia Moenc ben glad bach (Germ any )-Sileks Kratovo 
(Macedonia) 3-0 

Paris SL Germain (France)-Moide FK (Norway) 3-2 
Sporting Lisbon (Portugal )-Maccabi Haifa (Israel) 4-0 
Everton ( England )-Reykj a vik (Iceland) 3-2 
Lens (FranceFAvenir Beggen (Luxembourg) 6-0 
Bordeaux (FranceFVardar (Macedonia) 2-0 


CAR FOR SALE 
Duty Unpaid 

Regional office sells car (like new). 33,000 km. 
Celebrity Chevrolet 1988, 2.8 motor, fully 
power. Fixed JD 8,600. 

Phone 827118 




NEWMAN ** ABS0RRA f 
DAVID CHARLES * * ALLESANDRA v » 
CACHAREL ** CAPPOPERA 
OVERDRESS ** CASUCCI 


MAMINETTE 


AMRA CENTRE 

TEL 826409 



The Swiss Embassy 
informs that a 

SWISS CULTURAL WEEK 
will take place 
under the patronage of H.R.H. 

PRINCE RA’AD BIN ZEID 
from 19th to 24th September 
1 995 at the 

ROYAL CULTURAL CENTRE 

Events of the week: 

- seven feature films and three 
documentaries daily at 5 p.m. and 8 p.m. 
see program under “What’s going on” 

- performance “An evening with 
Dimitri, the lovable clown” 

September 20th, at Sp.m. 

- Exhibition “Swiss Photographers 
from 1840 until today”. 

- Exhibition “Face to Face with 
Switzerland”. 

A Swiss Gourmet Week is also going on 

at Rozena Restaurant (near 2nd circle). 


Trainer . 
Pease 
poised 
for 

Salamandre 

PARIS (R) — French-based 
trainer Jonathan Pease has 
some smart two-year-olds 
and both with Fascination 
and Titus Livius contest the 
group one Prix de La Bala- 
mandre at Longchamp on 
Sunday with first rate 
chances'. 

With Fascination created a 
big impression when running 
away with the group three 
Prix de Cabourg at Deauvile 
in August and subsequently 
started favourite to win the 
Group One Prix Moray later 
that month. 

She failed to cope with 
British-trained Colt Tagula. 
but lost no merit in defeat 
and the extra furlong (200 
metres) of the 1.4 km Sala- 
mandre test should suit the 
American-owned filly. 

Titus Livius followed up 
his Deauville debut third by 
romping home by four 
lengths in the group three 
Prix d’Arenberg at Chantilly 
earlier this month and is 
clearly improving. 

English opposition is 
spearheaded by Peter 
Chapple-Hyam’s Phoenix 
Stakes second Woodbrough 
and John Gosden’s Lord of 
Men, who is a colt clearly 
going places judged by hi's 
easy victories at Newmarket 
and Lingfield. 

Chapple-Hyam has sup- 
plemented his Irish 2.000 
Guineas winner spectrum for 
the group three Prix du 
Prince d'Orange on the same 
card. 

Spectrum has not raced 
since injuring himself in 
June, but still has to carry a 
weight penalty for his Irish 
classic success. 

His nost dangerous rival in 
the five-runner field is ex- 
pected to be Tamure. who 
reappears for the first time 
since running a cracking race 
to be second to Lammtarra in 
the Epsom Derby in June. 

A good performance by 
either could, book a place in 
next month's Prix de L'Arc 
ae Triomphe. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 

ci»4 rroun* UMU Smca Inc 

CHECK YOUH TRICK 

Neither vulnerable. SoulH deals. 
NORTH 
*63 . 

OA 7 
0752 

+ A 109853 

WEST EAST 

* K Q 10 8 4 *752 

UQ3 OJ 10985 

0 J 10 O Q 9 8 6 

* J 7 6 2 *4 

SOUTH 
* A J9 
UK642 
0 AK43 
*KQ 
The bidding; 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 


10 1 * 

3 NT Paw 


2 * 

P»M 


Pom 

Pbm 


Opening lead: King of * 

The odds on six missing cards of 
a suit breaking 3-3 is almost 36 per- 
cent, while a 4-2 distribution occurs 
48 percent of Lhe time. You do not 
need to know the exact odds. It is 
sufficient to be aware that the miss- 
ing cards of a suit will more often 
break as evenly aa possible without 
actually dividing exactly — hence 4- 
2 and not 3-3, while five cards will 
probably split 3-2. All this serves 
merely as an introduction to today's 
deal. 

After a routine auction North- 
South reach three no trump. As 
South, you receive the lead or the 
king or spades. Do you win this 
trick? Would you play the hand dif- 
ferently at duplicate and rubber 
bridge? 

At both forms of bridge il is right 
to duck the first trick. West cannot 
continue spades profitably, and no 
shift can hurt you. At trick two 
West shifts to the jack of diamonds. 
How do you continue at duplicate? 
What about at rubber bridge? 

In a duplicate pairs event, you 
can expect the field to be in three no 
trump. Since the odds favor a 3-2 
club split, win the the king of dia- 
n ?°u r,dB ,l' a8h the king-queen or 
clube. When you get the bad news 
about the club division, duck a dia- 
mond. You are still home if that 
suit breaks evenly, but this is not 
your lucky day. 

At rubber bridge a sure-trick line 
is available since you don’t need the 
entire dub suit to get home. Win 
the king of diamonds, cash the king 
of clubs and overtake the queen 
wnh the ace. Now continue to lead 
high dubs unta West wins the jack. 

S»nee the ace of hearts ia still on the 

table as an entry to the dubs, you 

™iti c ^ flndpartner,8cora - 


WfrV- 
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CINEMA TEL: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

Melanie Griffith & Ed 
Harris ... in 

MILK 

MONEY 

• Shows: 1230. 3:30. 6:15, 8:30. 1030 


TELT 699238 

PLAZA 

Bruce Willis 
in 

Die Hard III 

Shows: 1230, 330. 6:30, 830, 1030 


CINEMA TEL: 677420 

CONCORD 

CONCORD “l* 

Adel Imam & Yusra 
Birds of the Darkness 
(Arabic) 

Shows: 12£ffl. 330. 6:00, 8:15, 10:45 

CONCORD “2” 

6triking Distanse 

Shows: 330. 5:45, 8:45, 1 0:45 


AMM0UN THEATRE 

TEL: 618274 - €15275 . 

MUSA HIJAZIN 
“Sumaa’" 

IN 

Hi Citizen 

daily at 8,30 pm 
written & directed by 

Mohammed Shawaqfeh 

****************** 


NiHifArMashini Theatre 
TEL: 675571 

performances 
will seize 
starting of today 
until further 
notice 


TlaM & Hisham-s Teh 625155 

AH LAN THEATRE 


presents 


(Ah Ian Tatbee’) 
Welcome 
Normalisation 

Shows start at 8:30 p. m 
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Algerian athletes march behind a local Zimbabwean during the opening ceremony oT the 
Sixth AH Africa Gaines in Harare (AFP photo) 

South Africa top All 
Africa Games medals table 
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HARARE (AFP) — South 
Africa, competing in their 
L^first ever All Africa Games 
here, topped the official med- 
als table by midday (1000 
GMT) Friday, having won 
eight medals. 

Their three golds, four sil- 
vers and one bronze have 
mainly come from athletics 
(two golds, two silver, and 
one bronze), but also diving 
(gold) and karate (two sil- 
vers). 

Egypt, who headed the 
medal list in the previous two 
games, in second place with 
six medals — three golds in 
karate, one silver in diving, 
and two bronze's for diving 
and athletics. 

Zimbabwe, hosts of this 
48-nation event from Sept. 13 
to 23, are in third spot with 
five medals — a gold, silver 
and bronze from diving, a 
stiver from athletics and a 
bronze from karate. 

AH Africa Games face extinction 

The All Africa Games 
faces extinction unless mas- 
sive changes are carried out 
wanted Jean Claude Ganga, 
president of the Association 
of National Olympic Com- 
mittees of Africa (ANOCA) 
here on Friday. 

_ "There are too many 
Sports and too many 
athletes” he said. 

“Africa is not rich. We 
have to tailor the games to 
what we have. We should be 
having 10 to 12 sports only. * 
Not 20 like here. And 5,500 
athletes is faT too many,” 
added Ganga. 

“Frankly the future of the 
games are at stake." he stres- 
sed. 

He also called for African 
governments to not be solely 
responsible for organising the 
games. 

Instead the National Olym- 
pic Committees should orga- 
nise them, in conjunction 
with governments, he said. 

“The All Africa Games are 
the only major games in the 
world which are not orga- 
nised by Olympic commit- 
tees,” said Ganga. 

“But in Africa, because it 
is governments who organise 
them we cannot get sponsors. 

I have spoken to top business 
people and they admit that 
until governments remove 
themselves from being the 
sole organiser they will not 
sponsor the games. 

“What happens if a gov- 
ernment backs out of its 
agreement with a major 
sponsor? What can the spon- 
sor do? He cannot sue the 
government. 

"We musft find a solution 
where sports ministers and 
sports organisations work 
tether,” he added. 

,cSanga, a member of the 
International Olympic Com- 
mittee (IOC) also warned the 
Olympic movement not to try 
Mia reduce Africa’s participa- 
tion in the Olympics. 

. “We don’t want the Olym- 
Pks just for the Americas and 
Europe. Some people only 
wunt African countries to 
rurn up for the opening eere- 
"rony and then sit in the 
stands and just watch. Africa 
wiu not accept that." he said. 

To ensure more African 
athletes appear in future 
^ywpks, Ganga has prop- 
that the IOC allow six 
athletes from every member 
country to take pan in the 
ganiM, even if they have not 
ijj-ached the qualifying stan- 
ch* Olympics are for 
^tyone. It is a festival. We 
just beware that the profes- 
sionals do not push out the 
^ateure,” he explained. 

Mugabe blames organisers 
for. chaos 

ails*#*** President 
Robert Mugabe has joined 
Sowing list of critics of 
1 tapgwsaticm of the All 

Games. 

With -virtually nobody 
® *2 watch the games — 
Shi?' 000 out to 


babwe National stadium — 
Mugabe has called for sup- 
porter groups to be formed. 

Speaking at Harare inter- 
national airport on Thursday 
he said he was not happy at 
the low turn-out and firmly 
blamed the COJA, the orga- 
nising committee. 

Disaster after disaster has 
hit the games'. 

Even before Wednesday's 
opening ceremony the games 
had been all but decimated as 
star athlete after star athlete 
withdrew, reducing the 
championships to a second 
class meeting. 

Other mishaps include the 
boxing ring collapsing during 
the opening bout, the flame 
going out at the opening cere- 
mony and having to be relit, 
athletes having to wait for 
hours to get accreditation and 
the results computer crashing 
two hours after it was turned 
on. 

Football matches have 
been cancelled minutes be- 
fore kick-off and angry spec- 
tators demanded their money 


back when a basketball ses- 
sion was shortened by two 
hours. 

' In Bulawayo, where a 
second opening ceremony 
was to be held on Thursday. 
President Mugabe called off 
his visit at the last minute 
after being warned by aides 
that the plans were a sham- 
bles. 

“He did not want to be 
involved,” a government 
source told Harare newspap- 
er The Herald. 

COJA president Tomy 
Sithole admitted Friday there 
had been problems. 

He said he accepted the 
president’s complaint on the 
lack of people turning up. 

“There are two reasons. 
One, we were so engrossed in 
organising that we forgot ab- 
out the public. And two. 
most people cannot go to the 
events because we have taken 
virtually all the buses to take 
athletes to the grounds.” he 
said. 

“We oould have planned it 
better," he added. 


LAWYER FROM CANADA 

SPECIALIST IN CANADIAN 
IMMIGRATION LAW 

;*->**., :■ Avenue, . 

Montreal, Canada, 

H3R1B9 

Telephone: 514-731-3544 
Fax: 514-737-3770 

Mr. Turner will be in Amman on Saturday, 
September 16th and Sunday, September 
17th to meet current and prospective 
clients. 

For an appointment, please telephone 
Mr. Turner at the Jordan Inter-Continental 
Hotel -641361. 


dq 

cn 

i- 


0C Saturday 

< 0ne JD each local drink 

Zioppm - iliOdpm >_ 

Sunday 

Hungry night 
snacks buffet free of charge 
8HHI pm - 1 1.300 pm 

Monday 

Live music ( one man show } 
ladies half price 

7£f0pm - 11:00 pm 

^ 1 Tuesday 

Quiz night 

I f . &QQ-pm - llrOQ-p ’ 

I Dancing mgr* 

FT* . minimum 

if 

\ 8:00 pm -2:00; 





Daily Ha p py Hour 

5:00 pm W:0Q pm 

drawee? for half the price 



JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 1995 11 


Tyson’s free TV deal side 
wipes Holyfield-Bowe 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Mike Tyson, whose first 
post-prison bout raked in a 
pay-per-view record 96 mil- 
lion dollars, can be seen on 
I U.S. T.V. for free when he 
fights Buster Mathis Jnr on 
November 4. 

Promoter Don King, who 
did the deal with Showtime 
cable television and the Fox 
T.V. broadcast network, 
called it “Mike’s way of 
saying thanks to the Amer- 
ican people.” 

More likely it’s King's 
way of saying ‘boo' to Time 
Warner Inc. and their 
TVKO pay-per-view outlet, 
which is due to be selling 
the Evandef Holyfield- 
Riddick Bowe rematch on 
the same night. 

Tyson-Mathis will be the 
first major heavyweight 
fight on free T.V. in the 
United States since 
Moohammad Aii-Teon 
Spinks in 1978. 

Since then, pay-per-view 
has come to dominate the 
sport. 

“I'm shocked,” TVKO 
■senior vice president Lou 
DiBella said. “This is the 
ultimate act of war against 
us. This is a big strike 
against us.” 

Holyfield-Bowe promo- 
ter Bob Arum also express- 
ed dismay, but Holyfield's 
promoter, Dan Duva, was 
□perturbed. 

The Tyson fight will like- 
ly sometime between 8-12 
p.m. Eastern time, with the 
pay-per-view maun event 
likely to start after 11 p.m. 

“That fight will be over 
before our fight,” Duva 
said. “The free fight doesn't 
affect our event at all.” 

Duva said he wouldn’t 
mind shifting Bowe- 
Holyficld to November 3,' 


but Phil Cooper, vice presi- 
dent of public relations for 
Caesars Palace, said the 
fight would remain as sche- 
duled. 

“We believe we have the 
better fights,” he said. 
“The pay-per-view audi- 
ence is going to go for the 
quality.” 

Indeed, one reason for 
sacrificing pay-per-view re- 
venues is to rekindle in- 
terest in Tyson in the wake 
of his 89-second comeback 
■farce against Peter 
McNeeley on August 19. 

That' bout, Tyson’s first 
since he served a prison 
term for rape, set a record 
for Showtime’s pay-per- 
view outlet SET, with 1.5 
million viewers and gross 
revenues of 96 million dol- 
lars. 

But some of those who 
coughed up around 50 dol- 
lars to buy the fight felt 
cheated when McNeeley’s 
manager jumped into the 
ring and got his fighter dis- 
qualified m the first round. 

Apparently, that is one 
reason Showtime, which 
signed a multi-million- 
dollar contract for Tyson’s 
first six comeback fights, 
was wiling to let the fight 
be shown on Fox. 

“That can only build the 
legend of Mike Tyson, and 
that’s the business we’re in 
for the next couple of years 
— building the legend of 
Mike Tyson,” said Show- 
time president Matt Blank. 
“That’s to everybody's be- 
nefit.” 

Not coincidentally, 
Tyson's next five fights 
have been sold outside the 
United States to the Sky- 
Sport satellite network, 
which like Fox is owned by 
Rupert Murdoch. 


Qatar upset Jordan 2-1 in 
Asian Olympic qualifier 


By Aleen Banayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan’s 
national soccer team Friday 
lost 2-1 to their Qatari 
counterparts in the opening 
match of the Asian Group 
8 Olympic Qualifier 
attended by His Royal 
Highness Prince Abdullah 
at Amman Stadium. 

The win was very impor- 
tant for the Qatari team 
who next host Iraq in Doha 
Sept. 22. 

Although the Kingdom's 
team had the upper Hand at 
the beginning, Qatar took a 
1-0 lead from a header by 
Mohammad A1 Mini in the 
39th minute. 

Jordan's only real chance 
was lost by team captain 


Badran A1 Shaqran early in 
the first half. 

Qatar went on an all out 
attack trying to secure the 
win after two goals were 
ruled offside. But Moham- 
mad A1 Anazi gave his 
team a 2-0 lead from a 
header in the 57th minute. 

Six minutes later Jor- 
dan's Mohammad A1 
Shiyyab scored his team’s 


only goal from inside the 
penalty box. 

Jordan's next match will 
be against Iraq in Amman 
on Sept. 29. 

The top team in each of 
the eight Asian groups will 
advance to the second 
round following which the 
top three teams will qualify 
to represent Asia in the 
Atlanta Olympic Games. 


7 Schedule of matches 


Date 


Venae . ' 

Friday 2219 

Qatar vs. Ire? 

. r Doha 

Friday 29/9 

Jordan vs. Iraq 

Amman 

Friday 6/10 

Qatar vs. Jordan 

Doha 

. Friday 13/10 

Iraq n. Qatar 


. Friday 20/10 

- Iraq vs. Jordan 

Baghdad 


KJialed A1 Harban co-hosts match 


KhaJed A1 Harban, one of 
the best known sports com- 
mentators In the Middle 
East and North Africa, co- 
hosted the Jordan-Qatar 
Olympic qualifier. 

Harban, who turned to 


television after a successful 
career as a professional 
footballer for the Kuwaiti 
national team, has been a 
sportscaster covering the. 
World Cup 1 finals since 
1974, and the Olympics 


since 1976. 

Harban has recently 
joined Orblt-ESPN sports 
and received the best Arab 
commentator award after 
covering the World Cup in 
1994. 


Bubka fails to clear new record of 6.15m 


TOKYO (AFP) — Britain's Unford Christie 
won the 100 metres event but five-time world 
champion Sergei Bubka of Ukraine failed to 
break his 36th world record, at the Tokyo 
international track and field meet Friday. 

Barcelona Olympic sprint champion Christ- 
ie, who was sixth in the world championships 
in Gothenburg, saved some face by running 
the 100m in & fastest time this season, 10 
seconds dead, beating Canadians Bruny Surin 
and world champion Donovan Bailey. 

Bubka easily won the pole vault event. He 
has been struggling to dear the 6.00 metre 
mark this season but cleraed 5.95m to win the 
event and then attempted a new world record 
of 6.15m, one centimetre above his 35th 
record set in Italy in July last year. 

“I thought I could make a new record. 


consider my condition today, but I waited too 
long before my jumps and I lost my rhythm,” 
saidLthe 31-year-old Ukrainian after failing his 
three attempts. 

Radion Gataullin of Russia was second with 
5.90m, ahead of American Pat Manson with 
5.70m. 

In the 200m, triple world champion Michael 
Johnson of the United States coasted to an 
easy victory in 20.06 to beat Gothenburg 
silver winner Frankie Fredericks of Namibia. 
Fredericks was experted to be in Harare, 
Zimbabwe, competing in the African Gaines. 

A total of eight world record holders and 19 
current world champions took part in the 
competition, but none could set a new record 
owing to the downpour. 


IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT 

JORDAN MOBILE TELEPHONE SERVICES (JMTS) IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THAT 
• - . IT WJLL COMMENCE THE DISTRIBUTION OF SIM CARDS,. 

n " REQUIRED FOR THE ACTIVATION OF THE GSM CELLULAR SERVICE, 

FOR PRE-REGISTERED CUSTOMERS AT 

THE CROWN HOTEL IN AMMAN BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 9 AM AND 6 PM 

ON THE DATES THAT APPEAR HEREUNDER AND ACCORDING 
TO PRE-REGISTRATION VOUCHER NUMBERS - 


Customer Voucher Number 

Date Of Attendance 

1 

TO 

200 

16/9/95 

201 

TO 

400 

17/9/95 

401 

TO 

600 

18/9/95 

601 

TO 

800 

19/9/95 

801 

TO 

1100 

20/9/95 

1101 

TO 

1400 

21/9/95 

1401 

TO 

1700 

23/9/95 

1701 

TO 

2100 

24/9/95 

2101 

TO 

2500 

25/9/95 

2501 

TO 

2900 

26/9/95 

2901 

TO 

3400 

27/9/95 

3401 

TO 

3900 

28/9/95 

3901 

TO 

4400 

30/9/95 

4401 

TO 

4900 

1/10/95 

4901 

TO 

5400 

2/10/95 

5401 

TO 

5900 

3/10/95 

5901 

TO 

6400 

4/10/95 

6401 

TO 

6900 

5/10/95 

6901 

TO 

7400 

7/10/95 

7401 

TO 

7900 

8/10/95 


CUSTOMERS ARE KINDLY REQUESTED TO BRING THE FOLLOWING ITEMS WITH THEM : 


- Mobile handset if available. If not available, Motorola GSM cellular phones will be 
for sale on location. 

- Pre-registration receipt voucher. 

- Personal identification. 

- A copy of the company’s registration license 
{if lines are registered in company name). 

- A letter of authorization from company. 

- The following amounts.* 

- JD 21 first monthly fee . 

- JD 70 connection fee . 

- JD 150 deposit for access to international dialing . 

PLEASE ADHERE TO THE ABOVE SET TIMES AND DATES. SHOULD YOU BE UNABLE 
TO COME IN PERSON, PLEASE CONTACT OUR CUSTOMER CARE CENTER ON 
TELEPHONE 863750 AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 



Full information has been sent by mail to ail subscribers . 


Jordan MobSe Tel ep h one Services 


A range of Motorola GSM cellular phones will be offered for sale on location 
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Egypt scales down 
relations with Sudan 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Egypt 
is downgrading diplomatic re- 
lations with Sudan to protest 
the country's alleged involve- 
ment in the assassination 
attempt against President 
Hosni Mubarak in June. 


Sudanese living in Egypt and 
several thousand Egyptians 


A high-ranking govern- 
ment official said Friday: 


ment official said Friday: 
“We’re lowering it (relations) 
to the level of working con- 
tacts." 

The official, who insisred 
on anonymity, described it as 
"the first official action” 
against Sudan but gave no 
clues on what other steps 
might be taken. 

Mr. Mubarak late Thurs- 
day announced that he was 
withdrawing the nomination 
of Helmi Abdul Hamid Badr 
as Egypt's ambassador to 
Khartoum. 

Ethiopia late last month all 
but shut down diplomatic re- 
lations with Khartoum after 
charging that the Sudanese 
government had refused to 
cooperate in its investigation 
into the assassination 
attempt. 

Mr. Mubarak escaped in- 
jury when his motorcade was 
anacked by nine gunmen on 
June 26 as he arrived in the 
Ethiopian capital Addis Aba- 
ba for an African summit. 

Five of the gunmen were 
kilted and three others were 
captured, and all were said by 
Ethiopia to be Egyptians. 

But Addis Ababa has 
charged that the missing gun- 
man was being sheltered by 
Khartoum and that two 
Arabs who allegedly were the 
masterminds of the attack 
also had Sudanese connec- 
tions. 

Sudan's government, 
headed by lieutenant- 
General Omar Al Bashir, has 
denied any involvement in 
the attack. Government offi- 
cials said they followed up on 
Ethiopia's queries but were 
unable to locate any of the 
suspects. 

Egyptian newspapers say 
there are around two million 


several thousand Egyptians 
resident in Sudan. 

The Organisation of Afri- 
can Unity and Ethiopia de- 
nounced Sudan last week for 
its alleged involvement in 
sheltering those who took 
part in the attack. 

Mr. Mubarak told repor- 
ters last week Egypt was 
planning to cake measures 
against Sudan following the 
Ethiopian statement, which 
called upon Khartoum to 
band over for trial the three 
.people who allegedly took 
part in the failed assassina- 
tion attempt. 

Asked about reports that 
Ethiopia and Egypt would 
file a complaint with the 
U.N. Security Council 
against Sudan, the Egyptian 
official said: “It hasn't been 
decided yet.” 

Egypt has long accused 
Sudan of harbouring radicals 
who have waged a campaign 
of violence since 1992 to try 
to overthrow Egypt's secular . 
government and replace it 
with strict Islamic rule. 

The Egyptian action is the 
latest in a series of diplomatic 
setbacks for Sudan. 


to Sudan, filling a post vacant 
since the previously envoy 
was expelled in a 1993 spat 
over a visit by the archbishop 
of Canterbury. 

Sudan, meanwhile, accuses 
Ethiopia of seing behind the 
anempt to assassinate Mr. 
Mubarak and said the alleged 
mastermind had an Ethiopian 
passport. 

In a statement issued by 
the Sudanese embassy in 
Nairbi, the government said 
Egypt and Ethiopia con- 
spired ar the OAU no con- 
demn Khartoum. 

“The attempt to cdndemn 
Sudan in the OAU central 
organ was an ill-produced 
play that.l. isn't worth the 
money paid for it," it said. 
“Sudan considers those in- 
volved in the assassination 
attempt were part and parcel 
of the Ethiopian regime.” 


Last December, Eritrea 
broke off relations, charging 
that Khartoum was support- 
ing insurgents. Relations 
have been seriously strained 
with Uganda, which also ac- 
cuses Sudan of harbouring 
rebels. 

While Western nations re- 
tain diplomatic contacts, 
most have sharply cut their 
embassy staffs and reduced 
foreign aid since Gen. Bashir 
took power in a 1989 coup 
and installed an Islamic reg- 
ime. 

The United States in Au- 
gust 1993 added Sudan to its 
list of states sponsoring ter- 
rorism, making it ineligible 
for all but emergency huma- 
nitarian aid. 

Britain in January 
appointed a new ambassador 


It said Ethiopians alleged 
one of the suspects was called 
Yassim, which was not a 
name in Arabic, and had 
avoided confirming that all 11 
suspects were Egyptians. 

. “Sudan is aware the plot 
will not be restricted to 
accusations and vicious 
allegations but would extend 
to -exploit any means that 
might be availed for the con- 
spirators," it added. 


Sudan says all detained 
student protesters freed 


KHARTOUM (Agencies) — 
All students arrested or in- 
jured in - last week’s anti- 
government protests in 
Sudan have been released 
from prison and hospital, the 
head of Khartoum University 
told the official Sudanese 
News Agency (SUNA). 

SUNA quoted Hashim 
Mohammad Al Had! as 


Front, Hassan Al Tourabi. 
According to the Sudanese 


Interior Ministry, three peo- 
ple were killed and others 


saying on Thursday that the 
situation has been calm at the 


university since Wednesday 
morning and that work in all 
faculties was proceeding nor- 
mally. 

Flo further details were 
given. 

Thousands of students 
have demonstrated in Khar- 
toum since the beginning of 
the week, chanting slogans 
againsr Sudanese President 
Lieutenant-General Omar Al 
Bashir and his close ally, 
leader of the National Islamic 


pie were killed and others 
were injured when riot police 
used tear gas and bullets to 
disperse the demonstrators. 

Demonstrations were 
sparked by the arrest of three 
communist students and de- 
veloped into the worst anti- 
government riots since Gen. 
Bashir came to power in 
1989. 

Col. Hadi praised the stu- 
dents who did not join the 
"minority” anti-government 
demonstrators. He said that 
lectures had continued, as 
had exams in the faculties of 
medicine and law. 

The Sudanese opposition 
in exile said on Thursday that 
the authorities in Khartoum 
had detained and mistreated 
several hundred people who 
took part in the demonstra- 
tions. 


The freedoms and human 
rights committee of the 
Umma Party, led by fonner 
Sudanese Prime Minister 
Sadeq Al Mandi, said the 
authorities were holding the 
detainees in poor conditions 
in centre known as “ghost 
houses.” 


The party, in a statement 
foxed to news agencies, noted 
that the Sudanese govern- 
ment had accused Eritreans 
and Ethiopians of taking part 
in the protests. 

“This indicates that the 
regime intends to violate the 
human rights of the (Eritrean 
and Ethiopian) refugees," it 
added. 


Egypt’s Middle East News 
Agency (MENA) reported 
from Khartoum on Thursday 
that 40 Ethiopian Nationals 
were arrested in the east 
Khartoum district of Al 
Juravf. 


Lebanese businessmen assail 


Hariri’s reconstruction plan 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanese 
businessmen have criticised 
billionaire Prime Minister 
Rafik Al Hariri's ambirious 
plan to rebuild post-war 
Lebanon, saying it is too ex- 
travagant and that he should 
cut it back. 

In a report published on 
Friday, the Lebanese 
Businessmen's Association 
(LB A) warned of worsening 
balance of payments and 
trade deficits as well as 
deepening debt, 

Mr. Hariri's plan — called 
Horizon 2000 — to rebuild 
the country after the ravages 
of a 15-year-long civil war 
was not in itself sufficient to 
boost the economy without 
an accompanying economic 
and social programme, the 
LBA report said. 

“The government has a 
dear reconstruction policy, 
but on the other hand it lacks 
any measures to boost the 
productive sectors and to 
protect the social classes," 
said the report, a copy of 
which was handed to Mr. 
Hariri on Thursday by LBA 
members. 



the high interest rates paid on 
Lebanese pound- 
denominated treasury bills 
were a heavy burden on gov- 
ernment resources. 

They said the government 
should separate reconstruc- 
tion needs from its annual 
budget. 


A third problem, according 
to the LBA. was the trade 
deficit, which rose to S3. 735 
billion in the first seven 
months of 1995. compared to 
S2.970 billion in the same 
period last year — a 26 per 
cent increase. 


Rafik Hariri 


The business group said 
the financing needs for the 
plan — 512 billion to $18 


billion over 12 years for the 
public sector alone and an 
additional 540 billion for the 
private sector — “exceed the ' 
country's ability to save and 
borrow." 


One of the major problems 
cited in the LBA report was 
rising public debt which it 
said reached 60 per cent of 
gross domestic product and 
was likelv to rise to 90 per 
cent of GDP by 1999. 

“The government... has to 
realise that this problem sub- 
jects the economy to con- 
tinuous convulsion for the 
next 15 years and makes it 
very sensitive to all political 
and economic events and so- 
cial ills." the businessmen 
noted. 

The LBA report said au- 
thorities must adopt a new 
financial policy because the 
growing budget deficit and 


The LBA recommended 
the government privatise 
some public enterprises, such 
as oil refineries, telephones, 
water, the tobacco monopo- 
ly. highways and flag-carrier 
Middle East airlines because 
this would ensure “better ser- 
vice at lesser cost and greater 
efficiency.” 

The report called for eco- 
nomic and financial austerity. 


including taxes on luxury 
goods, halting extravagant 


public spending "starting at 
the top” and adoption of a 
social policy that covers hous- 


ingand public transport. 

They aid, however, note 
accomplishments of the 


Hariri jsovemment since it 
took office in October 1992, 
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“Ethiopia, which chaired 
the meeting and played the 
role of 'judge and enemy' at 
the same time, has greately I 
abused its chairmanship of! 
.the OAU and violated the [ 
procedures of the organisa- 
tion's meetings," the 
Sudanese statement said. 

“Sudan... would like to 
announce its firm rejection of 
the attempts to table it with 
hosting and hiding the sus- 
pects.” 

The statement said 
Ethiopia had told Sudan that 
Mohammad Siraj. the alleged 
mastermind of the plot, was 
married to an Ethiopian and 
had an Ethiopian passport. 


RELIEF: Sarajevo men play chess at an empty market on Friday, one day after the Bosnian 
Serbs and a U.S. envoy worked out an accord under which North Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
airstrikes on the Bosnian Serbs were suspended in return for the lifting of the siege of 
Sarajevo (see page one) (AFP photo) 


Court 
upholds 
minister’s 
decision on 


sermons 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Higher Court of Justice has 
rejected a lawsuit filed by 
seven deputies from the Isla- 
mic Action Front (IAF) 
against Minister of Awqaf 
and Islamic Affairs Abdul 
Salam Al Abbadi for pre- 
venting them from delivering 
Friday sermons at the King- 
dom’s mosques, according to 
a report published in the Ara- 
bic daily Al Ra'i. 

Hie Court, prescribed over 
by Judge Khalaf Suheimat. 
said the minister's decision 
was based on a recommenda- 
tion by the directors of Aw- 
qaf Department and the 
Preaching and Guidance De- 
partment and not by the 
ministry’s secretary general. 

The minister's decision has 
become effective following 
the rejection of the lawsuifcby 
the court. . . 

The lawsuit was filed by 
deputies Sheikh Abdul 
Munem Abu Zant, Badr 
Riyati, Hammam Said, 
Abdul Aziz Jabr, Bassam 
Omoush, Ahmad Kasasbeh 
and Mohammad Oweida. 

Judicial sources said 25 
people were banned from de- 
livering Friday sermons at the 


Kingdom's mosques. 
Tne court earlier rei 


The court earlier rejected a 
similar lawsuit filed by for- 
mer Deputy Mohammad 
Abu Fares, while it also de- 
clared null and void a deci- 
sion by the minister banning 
eight deputies from deliver- 
ing Friday sermons. The de- 
puties in question include 
Deeb Abdullah, Hamzeh 
Mansour, Ahmad Kofahi, . 
Abdul Rahim Al Okour, 
Deeb Anis, Deifallah Al' 
Moumani, Suleiman Al Sa'ad 
and Mohammad Al Haj, in 
addition to fonner Deputy 
Mohammad Khreisat. 


Lebanese 
soldier 
injured in 
Israeli 
attack 


ZAHLE (AFP) — Israeli 
helicopter gunship attacked 
Lebanese army positions, in 
South Lebanon, seriously in- 
juring one soldier, military 
sources said Friday. 


The Israeli helicopters 
fired heavy machine guns 
overnight Thursday at a 


Lebanese position at Mlikh, 
on the Iqlim Al Tuffah 


on the Iqlim Al Tuffah 
heights — a stronghold of 
Iranian-backed Hizbollah 
militants. 


One Lebanese soldier was 
seriously injured in the area, 
where the army has been 
deployed since 1991, the 
sources said, 

Israeli forces were re- 
sponding to the launch of six 
rockets against the South 
Lebanon Army, a militia fi- 
nanced by the Jewish state in-’ 
its self-declared “security 
zone” in southern Lebanon. 


including stabilising the local 
currency. 


The rocket attack, claimed 
by the Islamic Resistance, an. 
armed branch of the Hizbol- 
lah, did not cause any casual- 
ties, security official's said. 


Iran and Iraq sign memo on 
outstanding issues from war 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — 
Iran and Iraq have signed a 
memorandum of understand- 
ing at talks on prisoners of 
war (PoWs). the missing and 
refugees from their 1980-1988 
war,, the official news agency 
IRNA said Friday. 

Deputy Foreign Minister 
Hussein Sheikholeslain and 
his Iraqi counterpart Saad 
Abdul Majid Al Faisal signed 
the protocol on Thursday, it 
said, without specifying the 
contents. 

IRNA*. quoting the Fore- 
ign Ministry, said the two 
sides made “progress in 
reaching an understanding 
with regard to the search for 
the remains of soldiers and 
militiamen killed during die 
conflict." 

There was also “more com- 
prehension on ways to ex- 
change the PoWs, as well as 
the refugees and exiles.” it 
said. 

Tehran Radio said the two 
sides expressed their “politic- 
al will to improve ties,” 
which remain strained seven 
years after the end of their 
bloody conflict. 

Mr. Faisal’s delegation re- 
turned home on Friday. 


A Foreign Ministry official 
said after talks Monday be- 
tween Mr. Faisal and Foreign 
Minister Ali Akbar Velayati 
that Iran was “optimistic" 
about the prospects of resolv- 
ing differences with Iraq over 
the PoWs and missing. 

Iran says it has prepared a 
list of 32,000 of its citizens, 
military on civilian, who are 
unaccounted for. including 
5,000 to 15,000 people 
allegedly still jailed in Iraq. 


Iran has rejected the 
charge, accusing Iran of de- 
taining 20.000 Iraqi soldiers* 
a figure backed by a senior 
'Iranian official two years ago. 
The two countries suspended 
the exchange of PoWs in 
1991. 

The issue of the PoWs and" 
missing has been a major 
hurdle to normalising rela- 
tions. 


Defection reported 


Tehran has also called on 
Baghdad to withdraw its sup- 
port for Iran’s main armed 
opposition, the Mujahedeen- 
e-Khaiq, which launches op- 
erations from its bases in 
Iraq. 

lire question has caused a 
planned Velayati visit to Iraq 


Iraqi debts put at $00 billion 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Iraq 
is saddled with around $90 


is saddled with around $90 
billion in foreign debt, most 
of which accumulated during 
the 1980s from purchases of 
Russian weapons, according 
to an official Arab report. 

Before its eight-year war 
with Iran erupted in 1980, 
Iraq had almost no debts as it 
had avoided borrowing be- 
cause of high oil-export earn- 
ings, the Kuwaiti-based Arab 
Corporation for Investment 
Guarantee (ACIG) said in its 
annual report distributed 
here. 

“As of 1981, Iraq began 
borrowing mainly ’from the 
former Soviet Union for 
military purposes as well as 
from Arab states after its 
current account started to 
-suffer from deficits,” said the 
360-page report on the 1994 
economic and social develop- 
ments in the 22-member 
Arab League. 

“Several other countries, 
including from the West, as 


well as India and Brazil had 
also provided credit facilities 
to Iraq." 

By the end of 1994, Iraq’s 
total debt was estimated at 
around $90 billion while debt 
servicing stood at 3.5 billion 
dollars in 1990 and it in- 
creased to around 3.8 billion 
dollars in 1991, it said. 

The study gave no figures 
on Baghdad’s debt to the 
fonner Soviet Union, but 
military experts had earlier 
estimated it at more than $50 
billion. 

Billions of dollars were 
also extended by Kuwait and 
Saudi Arabia to help Iraq in 
its 1980-1988 war with neigh- 
bouring Iran. 

Official and independent 
estimates have put Iraq’s loss 
from that war at around $150 
billion while more than $200 ' 
billion in economic damage 
was inflicted on it during the 
1990-1991 Kuwait crisis. 

Such developments have 
wrecked the Iraqi economy. 


which has also been slapped 
by a ban on oil sales as part of 
crippling United Nations 
sanctions. 

ACIG said Iraq produced' 
around 450,000 barrels per 
day (b/d) of oil in 1994 for 
domestic consumption com- 
pared with 3.5 million b/d 
before its forces invaded 
neighbouring Kuwait in Au- 
gust 1990. It put its oil re- 
serves at 100 billion barrels 
and gas at 3.1 trillion cubic 
metres (103.3 trillion cubic 
feet). 

Citing official Iraqi figures, 
it said the economy grew by 
3.2 percent in 1994, when the 
gross domestic product stood 
at $18 billion. 

“Oil is still the main ele- 
ment in the Iraqi economy. 
This was most evident in 
1991, when the GDP plum- 
metted by around 75 per cent 
in real terms after oil produc- 
tion declined by R5 per cenr 
because of the embargo." the 
report said. 


Hebron remains powderkeg 
under autonomy agreement 


Occupied Jerusalem 

(AFP) — The deal which 
Israel and the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
are finalising to share control 
of Hebron will leave behind 
all the ingredients for an ex- 
plosion in the West Bank 
town. 

Armed settlers and Israeli 
troops will rub shoulders with 
Palestinian police, a frus- 
trated Arab population and 
Islamic fundamentalists de- 
termined to pursue the armed 
struggle. 

More than any other place 
on the West Bank. Hebron is 
a battleground for Jews and 
Muslims who both pray at the 
Ibrahimi Mosque. 

PLO chief Yasser Arafat 
and Israel's Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres are to meet 
Saturday night in Egypt to try 
to agree on shared control of 
Hebron, the main stumbling- 
block to the extension of 
autonomy across the West 
Bank. 


Hebron is the only town on 
the territory in which Jews 
have settled. 

Just 400 people, inspired 
by a powerful blend of radical 
nationalism and religious fer- 
vour, live in a fortified ghetto 
protected by soldiers and sur- 
rounded by 120.000 Palesti- 
nians. 

Their presence is a source 
of continual and often bloody 
clashes, notably the massacre 
in February 1994 of at least 
30 Muslims at prayer by a 
settler. 

The settlers, supported by 
Israel’s right-wing opposi- 
tion. are determined to stay 
put and hope by so doing to 
torpedo any agreement with 
the PLO. ' 

Daily acts of provocation, 
such as tearing down a 
Palestinian flag on an Arab 
girls' school ignite fighting 
and riots. 

Arab youths throw stones 
and the army opens fire with 
tear-gas, stun grenades, rub- 


ber and sometimes live bul- 
lets. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin has voiced his distaste 
for the settlers but until now 
refused to bow to Palestinian 
demands to evacuate a single 
family. 

Israel, which pledged in 
the 1993 declaration of prin- 
ciples for autonomy to rede- 
ploy outside Palestinian 
pouplation centres, now in- 
sists Hebron must be an ex- 
ception. 

“This Israeli demand is 
another violation of the 
agreements.” said Hanan 
Ashrawi. former Palestinian 
spokeswoman for the Middle 
East peace talks. "At no time 
was there any mention of a 
special arrangement for Heb- 
ron." 


Mr. Peres points out that 
the government does nor 
have the support of a major- 
ity of Israelis to evacuate 
settlers. 
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Israeli officials can 
keep their names 


to be postponed three times 
since January. 

Mr. Faisal's visit, which 
was not announced in adv- 
ance, came after Iraq’s offi- 
cial press called for better ties 
with Iran to form a united 
from against the United 
States. 

Iraq also wants the return 
of its planes which sought 
shelter in Iran during the 
1991 Gulf war for Kuwait. 


TEL AVIV (R) — Breaking 
with Zionist tradition, Israel 
has decided that non- 
Hebrew family names are 
now kosher for its diplo- 
mats. The ruling, announced 
in an Israel Radio interview 
Thursday by Civil Service 
Commissioner Yitzhak Gal- 
noor, ends a practice intro- 
duced by Israel’s first prime 
minister, David Ben-Guri- 
on. Ben-Gurion, formerly 
Gruen, ordered diplomats, 
senior army officers ' and 
political leaders to swap 
their mainly Eastern Euro- 
pean names for Hebrew 
ones as part of a successful 
drive to make the language 
of tbe Bible tbe main lan- 
guage of the country. 
Yitzhak Robicov, for exam- 
ple, changed his name to 
Rabin. Shimon Persky 
opted for Peres. “A foreign 
service officer about to be 
sent abroad asked me for 
permission to retain his 
family name," Mr. Galnoor, 
formerly Goldenrut, told the 
radio. “The plea that 
touched my heart was that 
he loved his name and that a 
change would hurt his elder- 
ly mother — who would 
never understand." Mr. Gal- 
noor said he asked civil ser- 
vice lawyers for a legal 
opinion and they found that 
a forced name change vio- 
lated diplomats' civil rights. 


See-through doors, 
cameras to fight 
elevator crime 


The Mujadeheen-e-Khalq 
said meanwhile an Iranian air 
force major taking part in a 
sports event in Italy has de- 
fected and joined the opposi- 
tion. 

Major Nasser Akbari re- 
fused to return to Iran after 
the world military games in 
Rome that began on Sept. 5, 
the Mujahedeen said in a 
statement received in Nico- 
sia. 

The group quoted Maj. 
Akbari as saying “the repres-' 
sion prevailing in Iran is so 
much that any form of silence 
against the ruthless rulers 
contradicts humanity and 
patriotism.” 


SINGAPORE (AFP) — 
Singapore authorities are 
in stalling glass panels on 
elevator doors and may put 
up electronic surveillance 
systems in order to deter 
crimes in public-housing 
lifts, it was reported here 
Friday. The measures, 
prompted by a recent lift 
murder, also include sirens 
which would sound if some- 
one tried to jam a lift, as 
well as lifts that stop at 
every floor, the Straits 
Times newspaper said. The 
government’s housing and 
development board is also 
considering the installation 
of closed-circuit cameras 
connected to a surveillance 
channel on ’home televi- 
sions, with recording facili- 
ties to help police identify 
culprits. Singaporeans, who 
take pride in their relatively 
crime-free neighbourhoods, 
were shocked by the fatal 
stabbing of a housewife last 
week in a botched lift rob- 
bery. Close to 90. per cent of 
Singaporeans live in public- 
housing estates. “The police 
assure the public that lift 
crimes are on the decline,” 
Director of Police Opera- 
tions Chua Chin Kiat was 
quoted as saying. But he 
said the most effective mea- 
sure was “neighbourhood 
policing” lamenting that 
□ot many of the 100,000 
neighbourhood watch 
groups registered in the city 
state of three million people 
were active. The newspaper 
, said see-through doors have 
already had a side benefit: 
cleaner lifts. 


French court 
allows sale of book 
on Belgian royals 

PARIS (R) — A court has - 
allowed a controversial 
novel about the Belgian 
royal family to remain on 
sale in France but ordered 
its author to pay two famil y 
members a symbolic one 
franc (20 cents) in damages. 
“Une Paix Royale" (A 
Royal Peace) by Belgian 
author Pierre Mertens is the 
fictional autobiography of a 
wnter depicted as having 
been a confidant of the Bel- 
S*3n royal family. Princess 
Lilian, widow of the late 
King Leopold HI and step- 
mother of the present King 
Albert, asked the court to 
order its withdrawal from 
sale in France or the dele- 
tion of sections she said 
f^vely libelled her son 
Alexandre and .herself. 
Princess Lilian also sought 
million francs 
($-00,000) in provisional 
damages from 56-year-old 
Mertens and his French 
publisher Editions Du Seuil.. 
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